No. 2118-408-2, dated Simla, the 21st December 1914. 


From ~F. Noyes, Esq., L.C.S., Und-r Secretary to the Goverament of India, Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture (Land Revenue), 


Tu—The Hon'ble the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces. 


1 am directed to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Leftwich’s letter No. 637—~XI-4-99, 
dated the 23rd October 1914, forwarding the final report on the Settlement of the Damoh 
District, and to say that the Governor General in Council is pleased to confirm the Settle- 
ment of the district under Section 53 of the Central Provinces Land Revenue Act. The 
Government of India also sanction the term being fixed at 20 years. Iam at the same 
time to convey the appreciation of the Government of India of the good work done by the 
Settlement Officer, Mr. C. G. C. Trench, LCS. 





No, 21—XI+4-99-14. 
Nagpur, the 11th Fanuary 1915. 

Copy, with copy ofthis Department's letter No. 657—~X!-4-99, dated the 
23rd October 1914, forwarded to the Commissioner of Settlements, Central 
Provinces, for information, with reference to his letter No. 1996—1-147, dated the 
15th July 1914, and with the request that he will be good enough to submit 


a draft notification under Section 39 of the Central Provinces Land Revenue Act, 
declaring the completion of the Settlement operations in the Damoh District. 


E. GORDON, 
Under Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, 


Central Provinces. 


No... 6878 
Al-4-yg™ 





CENTRAL PROVINSES ADMINISTRATION. 


Ce eee 


Sudep and Settlement Department, 


aie 


FROM 
THE HON’BLE Mr. C. G. LEFTWiCH, 1C.S., 
THIRD SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER, 
Central Provinces, 
To 
THE SECRETARY to tHe GOVERN MENT or INDIA, 
REVENVE AND AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT. 
Nagpur, the 23rd October i914, 
SIR, 


I am directed to submit, for the information and orders of the Government 
of India, the final report on the Settlement operations in the Damoh district, 
together with a copy of letter No. 1996--I-147, dated the 15th July 1914, from 
the Commissioner of Scttlements, forwarding the report. 


2. The previous settlement of the district was made im 1888—g1 and 
announced in 1893, but owing to distre 3s consequent on the failure of crops in 
1893-94 the introduction of the revised demand was deferred for one year, 
and took effect in both the Hatta and Damoh tahsils from the rst July 1894 
for a period of 12 years. The years which followed the introduction of the new 
Setilement, however, witnessed a scrics of bad seasons, culminating in the 
famines of 1896-97 and 1899-1900, and the revised demand was never once 
collected. {In 1899, after six harvests, during which inno single year did the 
people reap three-fourths of anormal crop, it was evident that the Settlement 
had utterly broken down and that relict measures on an extensive scale were 
necessary, and accordingly a scheme of abatement of rents and revenue, to run 
for the remainder of the term of Settlement, was applied to the whole district, 
resulting in a reduction of revenue of Rs. 78,162 out of the previous demand of 
Rs, 4,24,006, 


3. The abatements were, however, owing to the urgency of the situation, of 
necessity carried out in a summary fashion, resulting, as soon as the first signs 
of recovery were indicated, in great unevenness of rents. In 1907, so great had 
this unevenness become that it was decided to undertake a fresh Settlement, 
although the enhanced revenue anticipated was less than half a lakh, and regular 
operations were begun in 1907 with the sanction of the Government of India con- 
veyed in Mr. Kerr’s letter No. 1387-330-2, dated the 10th September 1907. 
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4. It soon became evident, however, as the more detailed enquiries went on, 
that owing to the rapid recovery of the district a considerably heavier enhancement 
than was aniicipated could beimposed. The population, which in rgo1 had fallen 
by 13 per cent asa result of the famines, in 1911 again showed an increase of 
4 per cent over the figurcs of 1891. Great strides had been made in the 
improvement of communications throughout the district, and prices showed 
a large rise since the last Settlement, amounting to as much as 31 per cent in the 
case of wheat and 39 per cent in the case of rice, 


The occupied and cropped areas: had risen by 7,128 and 3,218 acres, 
respectively, and the quality of the cropping had improved. The tendency, 
previously much in evidence, to speculate with wheat on unsuitable soils had 
disappeared, and wheat and its mixturcs now account for only 223,125 acres 
or 41 per cent of the cropped area, instead of 261,728 acres as at last 
Settlement. 


5. In view of this satisfactory recovery it has been possible to impose an 
enhancement of 21 per cent on tenants’ payments over the district as a whole. 
Much of this is, however, as pointed out by the Commissioner of Settlements, 
merely reimposition of abatements and not genuine enhancement, especially in 
the Hatta tahsil where the revised rental is practically the same as that announced 
at last Settlement, and the incidence per acre has been restored from Re. 0-15-5 
to the former figure of Rs. 1-2-5 per acre. 


In the Damoh tahsil there has been morc genuine enhancement—amount- 
ing to 14 per cent—, the all-round rate having risen from Rs. 1-0-3 before Scttle- 
ment to Ks. 1-3-7, as compared with Rs. 1-1-0 at Settlement. The total increase 
in cash payments, including the small_and unimportant class of malik-makbuzas, 
has been from Rs. 5,59,085 to Rs,6,84,290. 


6. Home-farm, which usually consists of the best land in the village, has 
been valued at the sanctioned village rate, the incidence per acre falling at 
Rs. 1-7-9 compared with the all-round tenancy rate of Rs. 1-3-1. Siwai, which 
has been assessed at Rs, 21,241 as compared with Rs. 10,810 at last Settle- 
ment, calls for no special remark. 


7. The total assets of the district, as revised and announced, are com- 
pared below with those of the last Settlement :— 








As revised and 





At ‘ast Settlement. announced. 
Rs, Rs. 
Tenants’ payments Si bee 6,06,630 6,52,866 
Valuation of home-farm and land held by privileged tenants. 1,85,256 2,29,186 
Siwai one ras re 10,810 21,241 
Payments of malik-makbuzas ose dee 22,144 31,424 
Total oan 8,24,840 9,34.€37 





On these revised assets the Settlement Officer has assessed a kamil-jama 
of Rs. 4,84,107, which falls at 52 per cent as compared with 54 per cent taken 
at last Settlement. The total increase in revenue is Rs. 1,19,G65 or 33 per cent 
over the present revenue, but only Rs. 40,654 over that of last Settlement, the 
revised revenue of the Damoh tahsil beg actually Rs. 834 less than that 
announced in 1893. The incrcase in cash payments is Rs. 1,25,205, so that 
as a body the malguzars have gained by resettlement in spite of the additions 
made to home-farm. It is estimated that the total gost of the resettlement 
amcunts to Rs. 2,75,175 which will be recouped by two and a half years’ revenue 
enhancement. 


8. There are 52 regularly settled ryotwari villages in the district in which 
the revenue has been raised from Rs. 6,512 to Rs, 7,614 or by 17 per cent, 
the revised payments falling at Re. o-g-11 per acre. 
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g. The term of the revised Settlement has been fixed provisionally fur 
a period of 20 years in Mr. Kerr’s letter No. 1387-330-2, dated the roth Sep- 
tember 1907, and the information now collected shows that this term, which :: 
the ordinary term adopted for Settlements in these Provinces, is suitabh 
Sir Benjamin Robertson has no hesitation in recommending that the Settlemei:: 
be confirmed and that the term be fixed at 20 years. 


10. The Settlement was carried out by Mr. C. G. C. Trench, 1. Cc. S., 4 


Settlement Officer, and Sir Benjamin Robertson has much pleasure in bringing! 
the notice of the Government of India the excellent work which he has donc. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
C. G. LEFTWICH, 
Third Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, 
Central Province: 


Govt. Press, Nagour :—No, 1184, Civil Sectto-m1g-9-14-- 302 





No, 1996 





[147° 
FROM 
H, E. HEMINGWAY, Eso,, 1.¢. S., 
COMMISSIONER OF SETTLEMENTS, 
Central Provinces, 
To 
THE CHIEF SECRETARY to Tut HON’BLE THE CHIEF 
COMMISSIONER, 
SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT DEPARTMENT, 
Central Provinces. 
Nagpur, the 15th Fuly 1914. 
SIR, 


I have the honour to submit the Final Settlement Report of the Damoh 
district, written by Mr. C. G. Chenevix Trench, 1. C. S. 


2. The Damoh district is situated on the northern border of the Province, 
and is bounded on the west by the. Saugor-district, on the north and east by 
the States of Central India Agency, and on the cast and south by the Jubbulpore 
district. It is divided into twa tahsils, Hatta to the north and Damoh to the 
south, and contains 1,394 villages, of whieh 52 are ryotwari The area of the 
district is 2,816 square miles, but out of this 792 square miles are Government 
forest, and of the area included in the villages, 849 square miles—mostly uncule 
turable—is lying waste. Physically the district consists of three main blocks. 
In the extreme north is a sandstone ridge, very poorly supplied with water and 
with wretched soil. To the south of this, slanting from) south-west to north- 
east comes the broad rich valley ofthe Sonar, called the Haveli. This tract 
contains 654 villages, and pays 74 per eent of the Land Revenue of the district. 
The soil is mainly dark and friable, and hears good crops of wheat; but the 
surface is rather undulating, especially in the north-castern portion. To the 
south of the Haveli lies a second hilly tract, which js, however, distinguished 
from that tothe north by the rich soil which is found inthe valley of the 
Bearma and its tributaries : this soil is frequently embanked. 


3. The district communications are decidedly good. Since last Settlement 
the old Bina-Saugor line has been exten’ed through the district to Katni on the 
East Indian Railway, so that both Bombay and Calcutta are now within easy 
reach. By road the head-quarters are connected with Saugor on the west and 
Jubbulpore on the south, whilst metalled roads run to all corners of the district, 
so that the villagers of all parts have easy access to the excellent market which 
has recently been established at Maw Ganj near Damoh Railway Station. The 
improvement in communications since last Settlement has been considerable. 


4. The earty history of the district was somewhat chequcred—the revenue 
was excessive, and the people were extremely turbulent,—but the first regular 
Settlement for 30 years, which terminated in 1894, was a period of very great 
prosperity. Not so the second regular Settlement, which practically coincided 
with the commencement of the famine cycle. Nominally the revenue was 
increased from Rs, 2,80,524 to Rs. 4,43,453, but actually this was never collected, 
After a series of temporary expedicnts the revenue was reduced to Rs. 3,45,844 or 
by 18 per cent, the reductions being distributed over 319 villages in the [atta 
tahsil, and 197 villages in the Damoh tahsil, and debt conciliation proceedings 
were instituted, which resulted in relieving the villagers of some 28 lakhs of debt. 
Owing to the fact that large areas of land had been given up by the tenants 


in the famines, the amount of rents remitted was not so very large. These 
abatements were not originally intended to be more than temporary, and as the 
work was extremely urgent they were carried through in asomewhat summary 
manner, and naturally with unequal results, as can be seen from the figures 
given in paragraphs 9 and 67 of Mr. Trench’s report. Subsequently these 
abatements were made permanent for the period of Settlement, and soon the 
wildest unevenness of rents began to prevail. First of all there were the abated 
rents ; then came the low rents on which malguzars gave out the abandoned 
and kans-infested holdings in the years immediately after the famines ; but in 
a few years the kans began to die out of itself, the seasons continued good, 
a brisk demand for land arose, and the malguzars were able to obtain extremely 
good rents for even poor soil (paragraph 67): in the richest portions of the 
Haveli malguzars were even able te obtain nazaranas from new tenants. So 
great was the inequality of the incidence of revenue and rent from village to 
village and from holding to holding that in 1907 it was decided to resettle the 
ete even though the anticipated increase in revenue was less than half 
a lakh. 


5. Asa matter of fact it soon became clear that a very much heavicr 
assessment could be imposed. In spite of a crop failure in 1907-08 the pros- 
perity of the district continued to increase rapidly. The occupied area, which had 
fallen from 725,549 acres at the previous Settlement to 674,000 acres in 1900-01, 
had risen by attestation to 732,677 acres. The cropped area, which stood at 
547,538 at last attestation, and fell to 446,0co acres in 1g0¢-o1, had risen to 
550,756 acres at the present attestation. The kans weed, which covered mile 
after mile of the Haveli in 1901 after the famines, had either been ploughed up, 
or had died down, and practically the only trace of the famines was the diminu- 
tion of the area under wheat and its mixtures, andthe substitution of miscellaneous 
crops ; but this is by no means a bad sign, for there can be no doubt that by 
the end of the 30 years’ Scttlement, the people were gambling’ more and more 
with wheat on unsuitable soils. 


6. At last Settlement (at announcement) out of a total cropped 
area of 565,822 acres, 261,728. acres were under wheat or its mixtures. 
At the recent attestation out of a total cropped area of 550,756 acres, only 
223,125 acres were under wheat and its mixtures, the reduction being due to the 
restriction of these crops to more suitable, soils. Again at Settlement 205,194 
acres were sown with wheat only ; at present only 57,623 acres are sown 
with wheat only, the balance being mainly mixed with gram, which improves 
the soil instead of exhausting it, as is the case when wheat alone is sown year after 
year in the same field. The only really bad feature in the cropping statistics at 
the recent attestation is the decline of rice from 68,977 acres at last Settlement to 
42,787 acres at present : this decline has raainly taken place in the hilly tracts, 
rice heing hardly sown in the Haveli. 


. In paragraph 23 of hisreport Mr. Trench explains the large areas of 
fallow inthe district. In the hilly tracts the poor soil requires long years of 
resting fallow ; in the Haveli resting fallows are hardly known, and the Jand is 
only Jeft uncultivated when the kans becomes too strong to be ploughed up: 
then the tenant abandons the fic'd, till in good time the kans dies down again, by 
which (ime some other ficld has been invaded. For, though the area infested by 
this weed is small indeed compared to that in 19¢0-01 when the famines came 
10 an end, it is always present, and should any ficld be slackly cultivated, 
it is promptly invaded by kans. To this may be attributed the comparative 
insigtificance of kharif cropping in the Haveli: kharif cultivation, probably from 
want of knowledge, is extremely slovenly, and black-soil fields, which are put 
under kharif crops, are almest always invaded by kans as a result. Rabi culti- 
vation is far more careful, and in some pasts remarkably so, so that rabi fields 
are kept more or less clear of kans and other weeds. It therefore seems to 
follow that until the Damoh villager can be taught to cultivate cotton and 
other valuable khari{ crops with the same skill and thoroughness as_ 1s shown in 
the south of the Provinces, in the Haveli at any rate he is bound to depend on 
cre ciop almost crtirely : ¢Fould that fail, his food-supply for the year has gone 
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and he has nothing left to fall back on except his savings or the Bania till the 
next rabi harvest. In the hilly tracts the soil is almost invariably too poor for 
rabi cultivation, and so the villagers have no choice but to depend on kharif, and 
very poor kharif at that: it is only in the valleys of the Bearma and its 
tributaries that the thrifty Lodhis can use their well-embanked fields for either 
crop. Again the damage donc by wild animals, even in_the open country, is 
considerable ; in the wilder parts it is extremely heavy. Taking one thing with 
another, the agriculturist in Damoh has none too casy a time of it. 


8, But, on the other hand, a great deal has been done for him in recent 
years to assist his own plucky endeavours. In addition to the debt conciliation 
proceedings referred to in paragraph 4 above, and the improvements in com- 
munications (paragraph 3 above), Government has spent close on 3 lakhs in 
constructing storage works (o protect the district from drought. It is true that 
little advantage has been taken of them as yet (paragraph 30 of Mr. Trench’s 
report), but the water is there if it is wanted. I would explain the small results 
obtained as follows: firstly, the people are more afraid of rust than drought ; and, 
secondly, the people, with the exception of the small Kachhi caste, are entirely 
unused to intensive cultivation, on the introduction of which the tanks depend 
for their success. 


g. And in addition to the return of prosperity as evinced hy the statistics 
of cropping and occupation, a further point to be considered has been the rise 
in prices which has taken place during the currency of the last Settlement. 
Omitting the famine years, there has been a very marked rise in prices since 
the termination of the 30 years’ Setilement: in paragraph 12 of his report 
Mr. Trench shows that the price of wheat has risen by 31 per cent and that of 
rice by 39 per cent since then. Now it has never been contended that the 
rents at the end of the 30 years’ Settlement were generally unduly high; the 
district seems to have been remarkably free from the rack-renting of ordinary 
tenants, which distinguished the districts in the Nerbudda valley ; and therefore, 
provided, as was the case, that the people were in a condition to stand any 
enhancement, there were clearly strong grounds for raising rents and revenue to 
something above the pitch at the termination of the jo years’ Settlement. 


10. The result of resettlement has been to enhance tenants’ payments by 
21 per cent, much of this being only teimposition of abated rents, and not genuine 
enhancement, in the Hatta tahsil, from Re, o-15°5 per acre to Re, 1-2-5 per 
acre, which is precisely the incidence of the rents as revised at last Settlement. 
In the Damoh tahsil the genuine enhancement was somewhat heavier, though 
here too there was a great deal of reimposition, the all-round rate being raised 
by 21 per cent from Re. 1-0-3 per acre to Re. 1-3-7 per acre, the corresponding 
figure at last Settlement being only Re. 1-1-0. For one thing the Hatta tahsil 
had suffered morc severely in the famines, and, secondly, the Hatta tahsil was 
seitled first, shortly after the crop failure of 1907-08. The total increase in 
cash payments, including the payments of the petty malik-makbuza class, has 
been from Rs. 5,59,085 to Rs. 6,84,290, or Rs. 1,25,205. 


¥1. Tlome-farm and the land held by village servants and privilege tenants 
has becn valued throughout at the rates sanctioned for tenants in each village. 
Malguzars have added considerably to their home-farms during the currency of 
Settlement, and the valuation comes to Rs. 229,156 (the figures given in 
paragraphs 78 and 79 of Mr. Trench’s report are the sanctioned amounts), 
or 25 per cent of the announced assets. 


12, Siwai income is unimportant : the total assumed for the district is only 
Rs. 21,941 out of gross assets amounting toRs. 9,34,687. It was practically 
impossible to obtain any exact figures, and all the Settlement Officer could do 
was to make his own valuation of the malguzari waste. As there are 171,209 
acres of tree forest in the malguzari area, this siwai valuation certainly was not 
too heavy : its lightness is, under the circumstances, a fault on the right side. 


13. The revised gross assets amounted to Rs. 9,34,687 and the 
revised gross kamil-jama fell at Rs. 4,84,107, which absorbs 52 per cent 
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of the gross assets, and 51 per cent of the malguzari assets. In the 
Hatta tahsil, which is fer less secure than Damoh, only 50 per cent of the 
malguzari assets was absorbed, and so, though an enhancement of Rs. 51,126 
on present revenue was obtained, owing to the lowering of Government’s share 
of the assets the revised revenue is Rs. 834 less than was announced at last 
Settlement, though the assets are larger. Taking the district as a whole, the 
increase in revenue is Rs. 1,19,965 on present revenue, and Rs, 40,654 0n that 
at last Settlement. ‘The increase in cash payments is Rs. 1,25,205, so that as 
a body the malguzars have gained by resettlement in spite of the additions made to 
home-farm. Of course, the malguzars of abated villages have lost heavily, but 
that was expected by them as well as by everyone else, and the loss of income 
has been eased off by deferring part of the enhancement. 


14. In the small ryotwari estate the revenue has been raised from Rs. 6,512 
to Rs. 7,614, or by 17 per cent. The revised payments only fall at Re. o-g-11 
per acre. 


15. As regards the period of the revised Settlement there is some slight 
difficulty, as in neither of the two tahsils is the date of announcement the same 
throughout, In Hatta the revised Settlement commences from July 1, 1911, in 
all but the Rajpura group and six rayatwari villages. In the Damoh tahsil in six 
groups and 46 rayatwart villages, with atotal revenue of Rs. 83,642, the revised 
assessment takes effect from July 1, 1912, whilst in the balance it takes effect 
from July 1, 1911. | think it will be simpler to deal with whole tahsils: 
the Rajpura group only has a revenue of Rs. 3,395 in all, and no rent enhancement 
was imposed there. | therefore propose.that in the Hatta tahsil the revised 
Settlement should run to June 30,1931, anda Damoh to June 30, 1932. 


16, The resettlement of the district has cost Rs. 2,75,.175 or Rs. 136 per 
square mile. The cost will be covered by two and a half years’ increase of 
revenue. 


17. Mr. Trench speaks highly ef the work of his two chief Assistants, 
Messrs, Indurkar and Chhaganlal.. Of Mr. Trench’s own work it is not for me 
to speak, as he had left the district. before 1 assumed charge as Settlement 
Commissioner, but his report shows his intimate knowledge of the district and 
its people. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
H. E. HEMINGWAY, 


Commissioner of Settlements, 


Central Provinces. 
Govt. Press, Nagpur t-No. 787, Sett!t.—16-7-14—260, 
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STATEMENT I.—Detatls of Revenue demand prior to re-Settlement and as revised 
in the Damoh District. 










To 
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Mariadoh 
North Hatta 
South Hatta 
Patera 
Kumhari 

| Patehpur 
Batiagarh 


Rajpura 





Patharia 
Narsinghgarh 
Damoh 
Bandakpur 
Banwar 
Tejgarh 
Taradehi 
Sarra-Balakot 
Sailwara 
Abhana 

Mala 


Jabera 


Land Revenue demand, 


Assessment Group. Land) ae 
Ae fixed at foriner At time of 


Settlement, Te-Settlement, 





3 s 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
HATTA TAHSII.. 
oe a vi 7,253 5,386 6,785 
ee ie on 41,085 24,736 38,540 
eee ae es 44,625 30,315 41,100 
aa ate oes 16,806 12,038 17,805 
tia ave ee 5,841 4.976 6,680 
ay wie ea 31,368 92,916 31,665 
on ses cat 42,359 38,201 45,150 
os we os 3,267 1,776 31395 
Total of Hatta Tahoil ol 1,092,304 1,40,344 3,901,390 
DAMO!H! TAHSIL. } 
we on 48,670 44,846 52,340 
64,350 55,261 73,170 
mn es ove 49,423 40,438 60,295 
fsa as Si 5,941 S714 7:835 
se a 71334 6,991 8,795 
tus ase -_ 11,675 11,479 14,810 
owe < we 6,719 6,076 8,750 
10,664 10,284 13,210 
5.462 4,815 6,827 


one tae 15,073 14,579 18,660 

a ees 13,605 13,485 16,920 

ase oes 12,433 9,830 12,815 

Total of Damoh Tahsil 2,51,149 2,23,798 2,92 427 
Total forthe District, 4:43453 3164,142 483,547 
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STATEMENT I1—Number of soil units per acre for each group in the Damoh District. 


| Area in acres clasued as— 
tee, 








Sula} Asscesment Group. pleats 


per acre. 


Remarks, 


Wheat Rice Garden Minor 
land. land, land. crop, 
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HATTA TAHSIL. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. | Acres. 
8 | Mariadoh as ove 12 1,995 353 244 9,031 
2 | North Hatta ue < ‘a2 | 30,923 165 449 16,705 
4 | South Hatta ise we "23 36,933 g25 350 12,826 
4 {| Patera ws a ‘aof 13,591 935 309 8,552 
§ | Kumhari wou av II 746 4,723 S74 13,8977 
6 | Fatehpur ‘s ve ‘1g I 21,984 17 616 19,670 
9 | Batiagarh on ve 231 25,205 186 851 14.875 

8 | Rajpurs oe ov Summarily Settled. 

- eels es 
Total for Hatta Tahsil +20 | 130,076 6,874 3,093 | 93,536 
DAMOH TAHSIL, ie | iz 

1 | Pathagia ws 42 | 37,609 679 | 15,179 
2 | Narsinghgarh eee ave ‘35 | 56872 : 135 526 8,950 
3 | Damoh tn oe 24] 42,822 2,925 996} 11,415 
4 | Bandakpur os 16 2,965 3,468 284 5375 
5 | Banwar “ on "7 3,196 4,520 325 5,058 
6 | Tejgarh “ 17 5,986 4,849 604] 113,925 
7 | Taradehi ” om 12 2,522 5,281 669 12,587 
8 | Sarra-Balakot vee oe 15 4.718 5.750 844 13,878 
9 | Sailwara os a 12 2,136) 9 9,905 364 8,607 
10} Abhana on *20 8,186 4,885 S15 7,455 
a1 | Mala oe 16 5,605 8,510 528 10,037 
12 | Jabera on "14 7,059 2,820 417 15,036 
Total for Damoh Tahasil ~—... "20 | 179,676} 46,321 6,751 | 124,482 








Total for the District Se ‘20 | 309,752] 53,105 9,844 | 218,018 
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STATEMENT I11.—Cropped area classified 





Serial 
No, 


to 


12 





Assessment Group. 


HATTA TAUSIL. 


Mariadoh 
North Hatta 
South Hatta 
Patera 
Kumhari 
Fatehpur 
Batiagarh 


Rajpura 


Total of Hatta Tahsil 


DAMOH TAHSIL. 
Patharia 
Narsinghgarh 
Damoh 
Bandakpur 
Banwar 
Tejgarh 
Taradehi 
Sarra-Balakot 
Sailwara 
Abhana 
Malas 


Jabera 


Total for Damoh Tahsil 


Total for the District 






oT) 





Wheat, 





2,009 
1,599 
1,020 


1,068 


43,544 


| re 


57,623 





Wheat 
mixture, 


Acres, 


666 
11,756 
14,951 
7593 

577 
10,600 
15,074 


228 














Linseed 


Miature. Gram. 
5 6 
e 
Acres. | Acres. 
36 Trg 
2,675 $:353 
4,114 4,309 
1,402 1,242 
286 $22 
1,648 3,421 
1,383 








Rice, 


Acres 


127 


465 
2,608 
67 
374 


73 


At present settlement attestation. 





Kodon 
and 
kutki, 





Actes. 


1,485 
2,785 
3591 
3,070 
4,691 
3,782 


1,530 


et re | aA ary ae 


i 
, 


134 | 387 
61,445 |) 11,678 | 14,634 3:729 | 23,291 | 18,678 














Ti, 


Acres. 


1,765 


2,942 | 


1,651 | 


930 
1,812 
8,809 
3,975 


994 


ey 

















Mises lisioe: Total, 
10 it 
Acres. Acres. 
4,368 | 9,645 
14,698 | 43,325 
11,281 45,810 
4,133 | 20,08: 
2,79t 131434 
11,698 | 37,094 
16,180 | 40,456 
957, 6,015 
66,106 | 213,640 
17:797 | $a8gt 
14,365 | 65,184 
11,078 55,863 
1,860 10,768 
1,789 | 19,369 
4,500 | 23,495 
2,183 | 18,377 
5,097 | 95,a4t 
1,173 10,959 
2,479 | 20,005 
2,677 | 93.459 
3,586 | 91,574 
67,494 | 337,116 










133,600 | §50,756 








15,966 3,004 2,135 4:242 
34.938 1,854 2,126 929 3,329 
24,885 2,369 1,893 2,640 3,546 2,482 
1,935 67 3,028 | 1,999 869 
2,348 300 | 332 3,726 1,519 728 
4,479 276 1,166 4,502 3,090 2,473 
1,589 1lo 545 4,306 6,366 1,679 
4,246 107 844 5.415 4,139 2,433 
857 197 414 2,065 4,546 630 
6,433 222 559 | 4,499 2,300 1,645 
| 3,820 $17 480 7,995 3:935 1,058 
2,561 1,355 614 1,852 
104,057 | 7.978 | 9,936 | 39,058 | 41,469 | 23,580 
165, 502 19,656 | 24,870] 42,787 | 64,760 | 42,258 


according to crops of Damoh District. 








Compare ae at farmer settlement announcement. 



































Double Net : y 
cropped, cropped. Wheat Linsecd Kadeu , Miscellane- Double Net 
Wheat, mixture, mixture, Gram, Rice, and Til. ous, Total, cropped, cropped: 
kutki, | 
ST | ee | es es | ee | —s ———— | ae rere — a 
ry) 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ar 2 a5 a4 
Ran ena eee eee -—- --- ——— fe Foe —- a 
Acres! Acres. Acres. Acres. Acris. Acres, Acres.: Acres. | Acres,! Acres. Acres. Acres. Acrese 
! 4 t : i 
| ; 
185 9,440 1,228 626 203 | 879 378 1,530 842 4,383 10,066 275 9.794 
975 | 40,830 | 13,531 7,674 $,533 2,326) 0 | 3.451 1,437 | 12,614) 44,566 299 | 44,267 
as7| 45.553} 19422) 9744; 4983] 2,022] ~~» | 2690 937! 8017 | 47,185} 313. | 46,872 
a8r ; 19,800 8,195 3.274 1,516 648 1,063 | 2,604 | 430: 3,030 | 20,760 273° 20,487 
1 
"855 | 12,599 1,007 655 | 346: 501 5,57 | 4,472 | 808 2,482 | 15,688 1149 | 14,539 
} 1 
230 | 30,864 8,492 §,661 1,748 | 1,198 to | 4.379 | 1,409 | 13,406] 36,403 7t i} 96,332 
. 
450 | 40,106] 10,369 5,669 736 1,485 279 | 1,705 | 996 | 18,385! 30,624 251 39.373 
68! soy] 2,063 178 92 29 227 | - 2,008 | 180 783 | 5.560 a1. $539 
| 
| | 
Saree | oa eee Ree Lee — Se ae es ero levee eee 
a,$01 | art,139 ] 62.304) 34,481 14,527 9,088 | 74574 | 22,839 | 71039 | 63,000 | 219,852 2,652 | 317,200 








a (ee ee mn | ES LY ee | —nceyepamnn mines 





: ! 
$2,319 28,081 1,901 3,328 1,229 af 2,187 929 11,971 | 49,626 245 | 49,38 


335 | 64,859 | 40,59" 5:099 | 4,504] 2,209 819] 8,372 | 62,343 305 | 6,038 


n 
uw 
oO 














783 | §5,080 | 34,240 3,868 3,481 2,019 ae | 1,754 894| 8,050 | 58,176 1,077 | 57,099 


3,701 869 250 | 349 4.583 | 978 318 1.309 | 11,357 933° «10,494 
| 


818 584 274 6,490 1,108 395 1251 | 14,343 1945 12,398 


613 | 10,188 
{ 
| 10,575 
2,331 20,184 


4,257 2,865 598 1,803 6,318} 2810) 4136] 3,503 | 23,290] 3.155 + 20,135 





2,633 


j ! 
1,§26 | 16,851 787 158 578 | 6,407 4,380 5 890 | 1,706 18,019 1,490 16,529 














2,453 | 20,788 3,469 2,344 11§ 1,293 6,904 3612 | 1,350 4,367 23,454 2.323 21,125 

56a 10,388 2,685 400 | 237 295 | 4,041 4,637 303 W533 | 14,121 737 | 13,504 
1,408 18,600 7,118 2,030 4i4 305 | 6,230 1,213 850 2,356 20,606 1,791 ‘18,818 
34359 20,100 6,521 g90 1,003 joi | 10,995 | 2,802 | 645 2,215 25,872 3,903 21,969 
1,131) 20,443 717i $595 | 4.653 . 687 3,396 | 24,763 2,448 22,315 


a enn a | a a es eet 


' I 
16,774 | 320,342 oor 23,053 16,803 12,293 | 61,403 | 31,283, 9,216 | 49,029 | 345,970 0,349 | 425.621 








| 
pt fl 


19,275 $91,481 | 205,194 | 56,534] 31,390) 21,381 | 68,977 34.ta3 | 16,255 | 112,029 | 565,823 | 94,001 | 342,821 


| 
| 





Serial 
No, 


Asscesment Group. 


Mariadoh 
North Hatta 
South Hatta 
Patera 
Kumhari 
Fatehpur 
Batiagarh 


Rajpura 


Total for Hatta Tahail. 






Under 
cfop. 


9.440 
40,850 
45553 ; 
19,800 
12,579 
26,864 
40, 106 


5,947 


211,139 


Fallow of 
three yeara 


42 





Occupied area. 


Area in cultivation, 


Old fallow. 


Total. 


11,624 
47,542 
$0,634 
23,387 
19,920 
39,686 
40,787 


7,453 





241,032 















2,670 
14,393 
16,748 

5,377 

8,013 

8,506 

§,5$3 


1,068 


62,428 








eas a 
eetcat Porore.| ca, | Saul. | watt Bi, | aren tae 
V] 8 9 lo uw rE) 
Acres. JAcres.| Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres, 

HATTA 
14.294 S|] 11,583 6,299 2,913 | 30,800 
61,935 2 91 | 13,986 4938 | 19,014 
67,382 7 65 8,553 4,189 | 12,784 
28,764 10 765 4:374 5,659 | 10,808 
27,933 6,147 6,994 | 24,586] 37,727 
48192 | 26) 31,344) 4.455] 11,819] 17,644 
46,340} 16) 3,378) 4380) 7,325 | 15,099 
8,520} 24,682 | 20,912 $977 | §3,578 
303,360 | 66) 48,055 67,373 | 185,447 





STATEMENT IV .—Detail of 

















Unoccupied area, 


























al 





Patharis 
Narsinghgarh 
Damoh 
Bandakpur 
Banwar 
Tejgarh 
Taradehi 
Sarra-Balakot 
Sailwara 
Abhana 

Mala 


Jabora 


Totalfor Damoh Tahail: 


| Total for the District... 








52,319 
64.859 
55,080 
10,15§ | 
10,575 


20,184 | 

i 
16,851 | 
10,788 | 
19,388 
18,600 


20,100 


20,443 


320,349 





531,488 


1,431 
1,624 
3.078 
1,937 
2,524 
4,180 
4,208 
3,402 
3514 
2440 
4,660 


4.889 





36,888 


ee 


66.781 














8,674 | 62,424 


$3,750 
66,483 | +4446 | 80,889 
$3.158 1 13,774 | 71,933 
12,092 2,402 14,494 
13,099 2,025 15,024 
23.364] 3,545 | 26,909 
21,059 4.362 25,441 
94,140 204 29,394 
13,902 5,933 18,935 
21,041 3,538 | 24,579 
24,760 4,248 28,008 
25,332 5.936 41,268 
357,230 | 72,087 | 429,317 
598,262 | 134.415 | 732.677 








- 81a 
1 34 
1 11,063 
2 2,938 
1 51544 
3 8,103 
! 25,142 

12,392 

i | 18,898 
2 §,063 
12 | 19,002 
1 | 14,063 
24 1.23 ,154 
90. 171,209 


69.953 
po he 
|DAMOH 
9,033 7,022) 38,845 





5,628 7,203 12,863 
9,100 5,784 25,946 
9,828 6,213 12,981 
2,843 | 20,010 | 28,498 
3,823 8,677 20,606 
$,0§2 91705 | 39,900 

| $1576 |! 21,009 | 38,977 
| 9.795 | 1948] 40,641 
| 5,486 16,321 26,872 
3.889 | 25,895 | 48,798 
11,617 13.088 | 38,7655 
75,645 | 51,873 | 350,696 
145,598 | 219,246 | 536,143 





(a) Includes 


(8) Includes 


nillage area, Distxieé Damoh. 







Num- 
tr 





ae 


Compare at former Settlement, 











Teta! area of’ be 2 Nums 
t Frome cfterl- F f : ber Number of 
Frore | other | Totah [| gation her of | of arti-] Number of | ploagh: 
tanks, jsources, wells, a. » {leriga- | ficial | ploughs, cat 
tion | Irriga- 
tion 
tanks. 
eee es fe ee cee | eeneten fed Gee a a 
% rd y 
——————— 
TAHBIL. : 
$5,094 , | 9,791 Me 799 1,598 
80,949 |. 44,267 3| 2698] 7,964 
(a) 80,171 , 46,872 ‘ta 2,296 | 4,667 
39,572 } 20,487 “06 1,408 2,799 
65,660 14,539 3 1,287 2,572 
65,836} .. Pr 36,932 3 2,821 5,642 
61,439 . 19.373 oe 9,768 |  $,536 
60,091 : om 598 1,196 
488,818 f 9} 15,675; 31.374 
ae (eae 
TAHSIL. 
| 
78,269 |». os 34tl | 7,905 
1 
i) 
93,692 a] 4472; 9,076 
( 
(6) 98,195 : wes Pcie 4,041 8,136 
i 
97,478 ‘ 10,424 5 1,285 2,637 
43,622 of 12,398 1,399 2,563 
47,515 ' 20,135 1,333 2474 
6s,gar Jo. 16,539 1,207 2,126 
68,371 |. es 31,125 fos 1,533} 3,189 
59,576 . 13,394 1,352 2,166 
$1,4$t 18,815 1,348 | 5726 
106 21,969 . y or 3,5%3 5:34 
24 ‘ on 1,689 | 35393 
26.187 | 49,787 | 325,621 | 426,361 7 | 25,ts9 | 50,830 
42,872 | 83,208 } 549,821 |725,5 49 |1,407 1G > 40,834 | 82,204 





s acres of Nazul. 


319 acres of Mission ares, Nazvl, 
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STATEMENT Vie D etails of 


Held by malik- Held by revenue- | Held by absolute-oceu- 


Held by malguzars, makbuzas. free grantees, Pancy tenants, 





















































fia Assessment Group. 

pti Aeaat” [ot hoid- a ee eon nang, | Area, 

1 It 12 
HATTA TAHSIL. Acres. | Acres. | Acres, Acres. Acres. | Acres. Acres. 
e: | Mariadoh oes 2,821 | 784 2,878 498 45 331 18 190 288 ° 1,947 
a | North Hatta | 8,663 4,664 | 13,327 1615, git 2,712 67 | 613 1,036 | 6,895 
3 | South Hatta 7,890. 3,610 | 11,500 1,220 | 297 4,266] 65 | 276 713 ; 7,088 
4 , Patera 4,656 1.315 5,971 1,366 1 107 | 862} 28 449 570 4,372 
gs | Kumhari 1,643 + 706 25349 426 18 147 rj YI $33 4343 
6 | Fatehpur 6,594 2,841 9435 1,367 | 344 j201 fOr 436 1,236 8,653 
7 | Batiagach 8,807 2,235 11,042 | 3,032 } 431) 3,467] 102 252 1,309 9,361 
8 | Rajoura 495 668 1,073 aoe 10 14 
———, —-—_— SPS re we ere tel 
Total of Hatta Tahsil «41,479 16,793 58,272 7,524 5495 42,613 

| (6,642) * ; 
DAMOH TAHSIL. 

' y | Patharin 9,161 3,035 | 1916! 1,084 1,520 | 15,348 
2) Narsinghgarh 14.805 | 5,333 20,188 | 2,504 1,109 13,392 
3 | Damoh 3.999} 4.071) 13,070) 1,364 ui4g | 8,519 
4. Bandakpue 1,776 | 781 24557 248 6s5 2,340 
5 Banwat 479 | 336 815 53 663 3,759 
6, Tejgarh M 1870 | 6,319 789 1,272 | 4,270 
7 | Taradehi ice 1,199 | 510 1,709 214 28 372] wn ise 456 1,882 

1 ' 

8 | Sarta-Balakot wf 2,035) 763; 2,798 237 [ 157 N2I5 fo es Ha4a, 5.914 
9 | Sailwara 1,485 
1o | Abhana nu 4,264 
11 | Mala 7,295 
12 | Jabera 45355 

Total of Damoh Tahsil .f 56,549 } 23,380 79,929 3 denn 1,833 16,061 27 354 11,467 72,788 

ZOOL 


Total forthe District ..$ 98,028 | 40,173 | 138,201 16,402 13,389 | 31,270] 369 2,561 17,162 | 115,405 
*(12,843) 





ES RE A NE I PR TT 


*Cash rented area. 
tIncludes 35 acres. belonging to 


holdings, District Damoh. 
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Held by occupancy 


Feld by ordinary 











tenants. tenants. 
ee ee Ct, tty, 
class in privileged 
niidage | amas | “tenant { Nei08 | are, UN 
eee hin Ys r, Se _ oe 
13 1 we | oou 18 
| Acres, Acres. Actes Acres. 
305 1,649 1774 4,62 207 
84. | 5,339 5.735 3.960 , 26,464 
1,19¢ | 10,423 3788 2,156; 23,872 1,163 
52 ! 1367 3,263 1574 9,871 609 
ga, | 7,361 4,183 1,225 9.385 254 
\ 
11S 4,130 4136 2,898 - 13,239 962 
Wiz | 21129 3.506 1351 9,838 745 
82 | 398 1,048 934 5.540 224 
es ea _¢ 
6.147 Ee 433 oy 14,899 | 102, $052 
fae | 
! rag? as ee re rae (at a 
1,239 | 10.765 5,627 1,650 | 14,109 1,079 
1,244 | 19,416 6,640 23075 22,386 LAr 
1197 | 8 373 7003 | 3,285 | 27.047 1,376 
1,987 3,270 1.578 1,193 4.354 235 
3-277 3,391 836} 3,559 340 
1,551 $384, 3,37! 1,788 | G,118 464 
1,437 | 5376 | 5,624 1.954 8,744 714 
1,736 | 7.133 | 4,720 1,743; 6.884 722 
675 | 3361 | 2,44 1,681 7,063 459 
1,349 : 5745 | 3,093 1.641 6,440 366 
9,034 | 6.156 2,353 2,152 4,754 401 
833 | 4,93 | 4,910 2.313 | 11,645 656 
16,098 | 75.437 | 50,804 22,281 | 123,102 7,827 | 
32,245 | 4,23,168 83,237 37,180 | 225.932 12,879 
| 









Nazul and Milkiyat Sarkar, 




































Total 
oceupied 
urea. 








Acres. 
14,29 
61,935 
67.382 
28.764 
27,933 
48,192 
46,340 


8,520 


$03), 460 


F242 
80,829 
71,932 
14,494 
15,124 
26,909 
25.421 
29,394 
18,935 
24 579 
28,008 


¥ 31,268 


429,317 


732.897 


Feld as sit, 


Acres. 
3.562 
12,405 
10,304 
6,063 
2,668 
R4it 
10,422 


1,455 


10,840 


18,981 : 








32,530 ; 
2 086 | 
623 
5,834 
1,888 
2,971 
3772 
3,666 
6,292 


4,397 


74.480 


129,720 © 





Compare as at former Settlement. 


Held by 
malik- 
Mmakbuzas. 


3t 


Acres. 
334 
3,574 
4,021 
Brg 
115 
2,748 
3,376 


49 


14,032 


— 


2,320 








3,607 
5.8a9 
77 


21 


114 


333 





783 


15.421 


29,443 


i 


| Hell by 





























revenue-tvee! AiNOlSte | ocspuney | oratnar? 
granteces | ‘tenants. tenants. { tenants. 
23 33 | 34 25 

! mt 

Acres, ' Acrea, Acres, Acres. 
192 2,609 2,219 4,542 
797 9.704 7.871 | 28,695 
413 | 9,032 15,616 | 27,626 
487 ! 5.728 | 5,776 | 9.043 

7 | 4,594 9,021 8,820 

974 10,401 10. a5 12,960 
450 9,950 9.371 | | 12,225 

| 32 2,271 3.772 
+ 
2,120 52.150 62970; 107682 

| 
| 

156, 17,021] 13,064 | 18,086 

205 15,048 19 447 26,561 
203 9,338 12.490 | 30,129 
2,664 3.926 4,163 

4,015 | $,084 6,422 

Mg 4.580 6,278 7,629 
2,042 | 8,206 31,119 

1 6,264 9,647 S 599 

14 | 1,638 4,863 9.552 

4 4,772 7.040 8.095 
8,229 7,131 G,422 

5 5,702 3,141 32,700 
586 81.313 | 100.217 re 277 

| 

3,706 | 143,463 | 163,187 > 256,060 


| 
we ee ccc NN alle as ee ee ee 
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STATEMENT VI.—Detaits of Matik-makbuzas’ 





At laut Settlement. As paid prior to re-settiement. 








Tenants. Tenants. 


ee 









pity Asscesment Group. 
Malik- Malik- 
makbuza, mak buza. 
cui Occupany. { Ordinary. Total, | Occupancy.) Ordinary. Total. 
ae ce ene a pee —— 
2 3 4 5 6 7 2 





Patharia 20,623 16,854 


13 5/2 410 


27,345 | 64,822{ 2,470] 17,684 | 13,039 | 237,31 58,937 
8 3 2 5 


18,169 22,271 


Narsinghgarh 42,217 | $2,687 2,464 14,84t 
13 4/1 § 8 1 4 


15,754 | 45,951 76,244 
eros (it 7 2torr ite 129 6 


Damoh 11,240 | 18,075] 42,649 | 68,964 2,572 9,648 9,219 | 45,684 | 64,553 

13 3/1 3 4f1 6 Blt 5 3Jo gofrt @ tlt o7]1 5 Zit 4 2 

Bandakpur 2,104 3,257 2,630 4,812 9,269 

12 8])/013 3 913 0/0 12 10 

Banwar 4,246 4,814 4,312 | 13,374 24 3,937 3,834 5,030 | 12,808 

om: 210;/o 1011 fom tofr O BSFt o g/t 2 g)o1r Zlom 8 

Tejgarh 4:333 6,722 | 16,164 320 3,878 4,198 8,334 | 16,410 
15 2 om 1/1014 Of Oo § 3/014 6 

7 | Taradehi ted 120 1,255 5,330 11,205 94 1,106 3,479 7,013 11,598 

0 7 ofo 910 07 8)0 8 §$09 4 t10 9 5/0 8 9/0 710,06 8 3 


6,195 16,897 


5,029 17,375 828 5,736 
o 8 z7l/ol.|.)¢ 


Sarra Balakot ” 838 6,087 
O12 g3]0 15 7 





an w - & » ” | 
fs Be a ONT ee ee oo 
[=] - Fal o o - 
a e i) uy ag? 2 a 
3 nr 3 =) S 
of ok wd ON “5 wo & 
° ~ ° 


: Rs, Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
DAMOH TAHSIL. 


01a | a]o13 9 


te] a 
oF ay 
e 
ty 
os co & 


3.214 8,575 83 : 
012 4 |012 g}o 9 FI] o14 b 











9 | Sailwara a 38 563} 2,412] 4,869] 7,644 36 471 1,907] $411 6,889 
© § Glo 7 g3}o 8 alo 7 7/0 2m ]/0 § 2/0 6 3/0 8 ZJla 7 8 

10 | Abhana 5.497 | 7,655] 94242 { 22,394 87] 4.995 | 6,304 | 11,791 | 23,110 
12 s/t t §]/3 2 3]/% 2 of O79 Of t 2 1 tio} s gol: 9 0 

1: | Mala ss 6,685 6,324 5,888 18,897 234 §,924 5,670 6,596 18,190 
913 0/014 21o1% S/O13 11} Or s1 F013 01014 9/015 B10 % 4 

12 | Jabera aie 4,480 5,837 8,435 | 18,753 509 3,069 2,731 Q.t4t' 14,931 
o12 7/011 Gloto 8iotm 47/0 9 gO 3,0 9 3/9 Siarja g 5 

Total Damoh Tahail .., 85,84 | 100,286 | 1,6g.a52 | 350890) o7le | 72,746 | 73,179 | 1682,972 | 3,08,897 
© g9)3 0 oO]: bre} r r of o g Bht o O]OMMI: ols o 8 











47 
and Tenants’ payments for Damoh District. 





CEE 
































As enhanced, i. ¢., sanctioned at the Settlement. Compare as deduced from rates, 
Tenants. Tenants. 
Matlke Maltk- | 
makt-uza. makhuza. 
Absolute. Occupancy Ordinar Total Absolutes Occuy Ordi Total 
occupancy. . inary. . occupancy Parcy. rdinary. otal. 
| 
Sete eaten [eet Sree eee — | J Se 
ty 1% 13 bis) 17 18 9 % ar 2 
as ee Se ne ar ; : ih oo Se et at 
Re. Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
I 
3.392 22,077 15,853 30,575 68,505 3,636 22,920 ' 16,038 27,242 66,200 
1 6 6 170 99 1 8 gy 17 me a ase its 
| | 
4,067 19,718 20.734 , 5t,sg1 92,043 4,619 20,993 | 41,274 49.579 88,846 
i 2 4 17 79 1 8 gi 112 § 1 10"§ “ eee vee oie . 
5,605 13,026 12,503 | $4,242 79. 771 8,565 13,773 12,994 53,787 78,553 
os 3 18 5 167 1 9 6 1 10 a is ae ve on 
\ 
143 2,530 | 3,334 5,527 11,441 173 2,695 3,426 4,326 10.947 
ro 6 114 10 7 O14 11 0.15 10 a oo oe oo ae 
! 
9 4,665 4334 | 5,873 M4: on 4793 aa 5,704 14,738 
ti 2 1 310! 1 § s' o13 6 I a . ry 
733 5.159 5,453 9.435 | 20,038 S445 5 718 8,279 19.442 
omg 13 3 10 2 omit; 1 0 9 s sa ei 
213 1,454 4,366 8,139 13,959 1,549 4 549 7 O13 13,711 
19 a o12 4 010 II og 1 o 910 on a 
1,322 6.035 5.937 7,449 20,322 1,562 es 5,884 8.969 20,013 
1 ot a 12 9 O13 4 O10 3 O13 2 ny 
gi 728 1,830 5,806 8,454 728 ae sro! 7.88 
o 7 4 o 8 o o 8 9 o g 10 og § wad " oe 
124 6,343 7.849 12,849 37,041 6, unas 7,914 iid 25,512 
to27 1 7 10 1 § 10 15 7 1 6 2 “ we 
204 7,859 6,095 1772 22,626 8, band 7,098 70,40 22,243 
om 8 11 3 14 2 Io. 7 11 8 ‘ie a 
653 ; 3,894 3,658 11.374 18.926 4 4.044 3.632 11,045 13.921 
o1a 9 O14 4 o12 6 oi 1 Oilit aes ave 
| 4 
16,666 94,380 92.806 2,10.722 397. 998 a1 210 98, 825 94.557 193.259 [ _4,86,732 
BO? Tee 149 121 13 °5 1 ou 


. 


PI SETS PEE PS TTS ARC TE OT 
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STATE ME NT VI.—Details of Malik-makbuzas’ and 





As paid prior to re-settiement. 


At last Settlement, 












































Tenants. Tenants, 
mene! Ansessment Group. 
Malik- Malik- 
makbuza. makbuza. 

oe Occupancy. | Ordinary, Total. Rl Occupancy, | Ordinary Total, 

1 a 3 4 ~~ cs ene 19 11 3 
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

HATTA TAHSIL. 

1 | Mariadoh 180 2,291 2,115 4,220 8,626 154 1,440 1,234 4,§2! 195 
| To 8 7)o14 1 {org 3|0 14 10 014 910 7 S/O :o}oO12 O]owW 1/012 7 
a) North Hatta 2,107 } 10,624 8,944 pe 535994 1390| 5,669; 4,642) 32,114 42,428 

o13 tfr 1 6{[1 2°92 t-2 8]o 8 2]/013 3)/o1m10|1 9 slorg 8 
4 | South Hatta 2,896 9 ua 8 1955 45,261 62,012 2,210 8,747 8,773 31,724 46,244 
om 6}: t 4/1 4 8/3 3 Ofo 3/913 0/0133 Slo1g 8/0 14 10 
4 | Patera 694] 5,997} 5,917 9,432 aes 481 3,806 | 2,614 | 14,262 | 90,688 
low 7]1 0 ol1 0 Sia 8].1 7]° 8irforwiurlom St: ¢ oft o 1 

$ | Kumhari 38 11997 3,323) 3,428 8,748 30 1,671 2,863 0 8,08. 
lo 5 3]0 610 oslo é5 o 6 340 3 4]o 210 § Blo lo § 9 
6 | Fatehpur 2,040 12,294 13,350 S85 1,728 8,727 8,901 18,806 | 36,014 
Oomrudr 2nd: g git ° 8f:1 o a{1 © 6]; yurfs 4 2 

7 | Batiagarh 3244] 14,892, 14,456] 24,902] 54, oe 3,013} 12,36 13,032 | 99626 | 47,2 
o1s 4jt 7 6'1 8 8/2 0 glint 0131 eke pela “38 
8 | Rajpura 9 32 1,630 2,223 3,885 6 13 217! a458 2,688 
Oo 2m1 ro ojo 610 9 5/010 3] © S'o4 10/0 8109 6 slo 6 7 
Total Hatta Tahsit .[ 11,208] 57,623 1,313,497 | 2,55,810 9.012% 39,438 | 49,365 | 1.91,661 } 2,101,465 
oz git 1: 8/: 13 7}1 2 §]9 9 Glom10|014 Slr °o ofots § 
Total Damoh Tahsil...f 10,936 85,282 | 1,00,286 | 1,65,252 | 3,50,820 9,711 72,746 73:179 | 182,972 | 3,28,897 
om 4]t e g)t toriolt 1 ofo 9 Bir o o/ogtm]:s ott o 3 
Total Damoh District.f 2,144 | 1,42,905 | 3,66,976 | 2,96,749 | 606,630 | 18,723 | 1,12,184 | 1,143,545 3,14,633 | 540,362 
o12 oft 1 3/1 0 4/1 27/1 1 7le 9 7Jo1s 7lo1m 9\i 0 o 1g 11 
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Tenants’ payments for Damoh District.—(Concld.) 


A RS EP EE AA 





As enhanced, f. ¢.. sanctioned at the Settlement, 














Compare as deduced fram rates 























Tenants. Tenants. 
Re Ee eg ao sl ae ieee - wtacs ot 
Male tak Malik- | 
bua. i makbuza. | 
ee Occupancy, Ordinary. | Total pS ; Occupancy. Ordinary. | Total, 
. \ 
j 
a ree $e eat eet panes De a a a | eee veel 
! 14 (5 16 17 19 1 a) 23 aa 
i 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. { Rs. Rs Rs, 
1 
i 
331 1,659 1,403 5,523 8,675 281 1,549 3,400 4,673 7,6at 
om 2 o3 8 014 6 © 13.10 01311 ae oe ase as vee 
2,804 7,918 7 5,904 37,887 | $1,709 3,080 8.099 5,520 33,883 47,503 
109 32 an | 1 210 1.2.8 5 tye . on 
! | 
| 
3.644 78i0 11,480 37,510 56,800 4,493 7,803 | 11,568 35,398 | 54,769 
o13 8 1 8 17 12 5 eave on a ae oe 
873 5,003 31441 16,289 24,733 1,086 5150 | 3,418 14,976 33,544 
1 o 32 124 1o 4 1 310 1.3.0 Bh te ty ee 
87 a7 3,176 5.487 10,934 74 2,443 3,004 4.446 9,893 
o 6 2 ° | °o7 0 ° 6 o 6% ‘i oes a tse ™ 
2,863 os 10,344 21,761 43,169 3.044 1734 10,624 19,696 42,054 
0 12 10 144 140 1 4 3 ie on oo 
4,512 15,864 14,346 95,027 56.137 5 8 BST 16, pie 14,669 23,444 $4,699 
1 410 133i 1 112 3 115 #1 113° 2 ae oe’ | eek 
| 
i 
m 14 279 3,213 2,506 oes not] unit rated. 4 
o 1 6 1 0 0 O11 3, o 710 o 8 o | ast | 
i 
‘ | | 
\ 
51,603 50,463 5,53,597 2,55,063 “5 53; 364 50,203 1,36,51§ ,  3,40,082 
13 85 12 1 1 2 32 tT 2 § soe « tee 
\ i 
94,380 ga,896 210,722! 3,97.998] 31 ie 98.835 94,557 1,93.350 3,86,732 
149 1233 13 5! 13 7 is a ; aes 
| 1 
| 
1,45,983 1,43:359 364,319 6,53,661 | 38,935 152,189 | —_1,44,760 3,29,865 6,26,814 
1 43 127 r 210 ’g3 O71 Sie see oe ae aoe 





A A I A SE AS eS Sc OP SS SES A 


| 











ETE AS 





Hatta Tahsil. 


Damoh Tahsil. 
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STATEMENT VII.—Incidence per sotl-unit of rent before and 


reg es a ta re eee 


Mali k-makbuza, 






(PROPOSED FIGURE 











Absolute-occupancy. 





























Name eae Se ee os a = _- 
of Name of Group. 
Tahsil. Incidence Incidence Enhance- Incidence Incidence Enhance- 
before after ment hefore after ment 
revision, revision. per cent. revision, revision, per cent. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
(fi ne : ; 
| Mariadoh "5 Vor 35 nur 1°22 10 
North Hatta 7 “98 38 ‘88 04 18 
l 
| South Hatta "23 1'09 49 ‘89 1'00 12 
4 Patera "75 93 24 "93 | 1°06 14 
| Kumhari “47 “66 40 ‘60 "77 a8 
| 
| Fatehpur ro ‘85 100 18 104 17 13 
| Batiagarh “76 PG) 45 112 134 39 
\ | Rajpura os Not unit rated, ase “ 
Total a "75 .98 3N ‘98 1'13 5 
| Patharia . “87 18 86 102 1122 20 
Narsinghgarh is ‘Bo | 1°04 27 95 318 a4 
| Damoh . °37 82 122 ‘93 Var 30 
| Bandakpur oi 79 1°96 72 ‘81 i 1a 38 
! 
| Banwar ote ‘67 109 63 “96 Vg ig 
! Tejgarh oe "40 ‘go 125 "80 1:07 34 
4 Taradehi eee "45 79 76 ‘66 ‘Bs 29 
| Sarra-Balakot ate ‘64 lor 58 ‘95 1'33 19 
| Sailwara ite 89 1°00 156 ‘66 1'03 56 
| Abhana ake 110 14t 28 “95 121 27 
| . |Mala Kee 76 "99 30 "92 1°21 31 
| jabera is 93 Vii 21 87 1°05 a 
Total ie “59 ‘98 66 93 ey a 26 
| Ee Sip, et eg eG See le 
Grand Totar __.,. 6s “98 s1 ‘95 mis 21 





§t 


after rdvision (expressed in dcimals of an anna) in the Damoh District. 


IN THE DAMOH DISTRICT.) 















































Standard rate. 





1°40 For unabated villages, 
120 For abated villages. 
10 For unabated villages. 
rou For abated viilages. 


Vso 


ro 
100 


100 For jungly villages. 
1°30 For open villayes. 


£130 

“CO For jungly villages. 
t°20F or open villaves. 
110 

1°30 


-1's0 For 29 irrigated villages, 
1rro For the remainder. 


iio 


Occupancy, Ordinary, Sock Ail-round, 
Incitence | Incidence | Enhances | Incidence | Incidence | Enhance- | Incidence | Incidence | Enhance- 
betore after ment before after ment before after ment 
Tey, aon, revision. per cent. revision, | revision, per cent. revision, revision, per cent. 
9 to iT 12 ig 16 17 
w17 1'22 4 128 1°38 8 1°23 132 7 
99 id ts 1'07 118 10 104 11s rf] 
93 105 13 ‘99 rio u ‘97 107 10 
05 Vy 19 116 3°29 1 10 rer 10 } 120 
“14 ‘85 15 “96 1:06 30 ‘Sr ‘92 14 | ‘80 
110 1°23 12 1°36 1°42 4 122 | "30 9 [130 
rao 1:38 15 1°46 1°59 9 1 2ors 1°46 13° «| 40 
Group not unit rated. ove 3 “ vee on 
| 
roy wey 14 116 rae 9 Wio | at 10 
eae | 
: | 
108 1127 18 1°34 2°47 10 m7 33 14 p10 
100 1°22 22 137 47 7 Pig | 1°34 13 yp t'4o 
99 124 29 rat 137 13 r12 1°32 18 | 130 
“99 ri6 29 1'20 31°38 15 ror Vg 24 
rio 24 33 108 1°23 17 103 1°20 17 
‘84 tog 30 124 138 9 "99 19 20 
76 93 23 95 105 u ‘85 ‘99 16 
‘gl 1106 16 100 110 10 "95 to 16 
84 | vo 30 110 120 9 “99 11g 16 
106 1°28 ar 1°46 1°52 4 120 1'97 34 
102 124 22 1°32 45 10 1°07 129 a1 
“04 Vo? 14 ‘ 
“98 Wig 21 
100 118 18 














Sertat 
Na. 


10 


I 


Settlement. of Settlement. average. 
F 3 4 5 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
tte 475 166 166 
ai 158 752 752 
i 319 503 §03 
331 242 342 
1 536 927 927 
349 157 187 
us 440 348 348 
is 1,138 2,550 2,550 
Total of Hatta Tahsil 3,546 5,645 5,648 
we 290 406 405 
ay) 334 $86 s&5 
3,386 2,959 $,959 
os 353 §89 589 
ae a17 934 934 
229 489 489 
440 1,545 3,545 
ory 443 1,278 4,978 
‘n 1,169 2,449 2,449 
Ss 586 1,448 1,448 
ue 678 4,335 1335 
a 1,463 1,578 4,578 
Total of Damoh Tahsil 7,304 15,896 15,596 
TOTAL ror THE DistRictT 10,810 21,243 21,241 


HATTA TAHSIL, 


Mariadoh 
North Hatta 
South Hatta 
Patera 
Kumhari. 
Fatehpur 
Batiagarh 


Rajpura 


DAMOH TAHSIL: 


Patharia 
Narsinghgarh 
Damoh 
Bandakpur 
Banwac 
Tejgath 
Taradehi 
Sasra-Balakot 
Sailwara 
Abhana 

Mala 


Jabera 


Apscasment. Group 
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Recorded at former 





STATEMENT VIJ1.—Siwat Income in the Damoh District. 


Recorded in year 


Apsomed ae 
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STATEMENT [X.—Rental value assumed for land held by malgusars and privileged 
tenants. 
























Sir and Khodkasht, Area held by privileged Rental valuation adopted. 
tenante, 
——_—_ 
Area cultivated wale ba 
Pp ‘ Area leased for cash. by malguaar, petsteesta valuation 
enceeme nt group. re valus (Columas adopted 
ern Rental value | Compare y 5&0). F For area} for sit and 
at sance rent For sir and het by khud- 
é Rental Compare Rental value tioned actually khadkasht. Privileged kacht, 
2 value at rent at sanc- rates. recovered, tenants, 
ganctioned actually tloned 
3 rates. recovered. tates, 
3 
— ——— — a aaene Sete et | YS 
: 5 4 9 to i“ 











Re. a. p | Be, a. p. [Ra a. pr 


4,378 0 0 ast 0 0 omo8 


3/ North Hatta »f 3,08 9 0} 43398 o OF 18,662 0 © | 3,199 0 o ay 38,914 0 © 17,888 © @| 43,230 © © yg 


3 | South Hatta os 16,469 © 0; 1,583 6 © 


| t,6g0 o of ig,t31 0 © 1,610 0 0 a 18,380 © | 
4 | Patera od 1,91F @ o| 3,98 0 © 6.791 0 6 6655 a 0 aie 9.377 @ 0 8,537 0 © 677 9 oO 1 618 
1 
S$} Kombari s: 399 @ °| 3o3 Oo @ 982 o 1000 © ia 14tr 0 6 1,316 0 © 119 0 0 090 
4! Fatehpor ww] 9,09 0 | 3998 9 Of 415,714 as 55,385 0 0 13,663 © 0 1,617 9 0 197 3 
7 | Batlegarh vf 3.408 0 o| 3,741 0 6 10,79 sei 34,177 0 © 22,398 © 0} 13,678 9 © 20 § 
3 | Bajpura hi pee | ‘a $75 ide 7440 6 610 0 © 148 0 0 ogt 
| 


1549 0 9 


- 
~~ 





Re, a p.| Re a pe Re. a p.] Re. a Pe Bs. aw p- 
HATTA TAHSIL. 
3 | Mariado’ ig 455 0 0 608 0 © 4,904 0 0 47°00 “es 3,606 0 0 


rie: | ees ne re | pre ———— et 








10,739 9 013,217 9 © | 73,838 © © -_ 84,019 0 O} 4,300 0 © 


wil. 


Tota) of Hatta ae 


16 ata § 7 2 1 610 





NS eS Se | cr 


3 
a 
3 


Damoh wf 9612 0 of] 3,669 @ @] 20,706 





Basdakpur o 





DAMOH TAHSIL, 
Patharia af U8$2 0 of 3,849 © Of 41,923 
Narsinghigarh wf 4419 9 0] 4,883 © of} 33,803 


$04 0 OO 34 90 0 3,659 © © 337 0 | 


3§,355 9 0 32,939 9 Of} 1,033 © © 143 0 
os $9,686 © Of 37,398 o @/ 3,319 0 © ris 8 
od 15,639 © 33,736 0 9 34392 9 © rwyo68 
aes $,320 0 0 3,864 0 | 362 0 0 roid 


4 ° 
4 | Banwar ets toh 0 0 1B 08 oO 1,019 0 © 32770 0 on 1,398 9 0 1,137 0 9 286 0 O 16 1 
6 | Teygarh of 977 © Oo] 1349 0 0 6.4143 0 0 7140 0 7933 9 0 7106 0 © 706 @ © rao 
y | Taradehi fr i161 © © 19 Oo © 417 0 @ 383 0 © ” 1,961 © © 1,544 0 © 3749 0 om § 
8B | Sarra-Balakot 170 9 © 138 9 © 3,099 0 0 $98 o 6 os 3,967 @ 0 3,362 9 0 6144 9 oO os 6 
9 | Sailwars 40000 ag 0 0 2,298 0 0 370 0 0 ow 3,833 0 0 $§79 0 0 a8§ 9 0 oo 7 
ae |) Abhana eo 493 0 0 6168 o 9 6,736 9 9 $59 0 oO one 7.786 0 © 7,114 0 0 864 0 0 19 0 
as Maa af 1,877 © 1,275 0 © 7,708 0 @ g8t 0 0 tee 9,666 6 © 8,730 0 © 393 0 «0 148 
a2 | Jabera on 548 0 0 410 0 0 3,30 © 0 4B oo on 41319 0 9 $710 @ 0 498 9 oO oms 
ee ee ey ee a ee RE (ERE Maney ee Seraee| Peewee ey iat amet 
13,863 @ 0 | 13,932 © © 9,885 0 o oe 3,33,563 © Of 1,231,199 © @| 30,115 6 © o- 


Total of Damoh 
Tahsu. 


1 8 § agi 






ee a ce} 


#34,192 0 © 126,139 9 0 
‘oTak ror Danon 
District, 





© OF 16,403 acres, + On 12,845, acres cash rented, 
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STATEMENT X.—~Total assets on which assessment ts based, t. e., as announced. 
8 ee 


Compared as at former Settlement. 

















Payments 
sy Assessment group, Bud Fvealeas 
Sn (ee oo 
1 3 3 
Re. 
HATTA TAHSIL. 
1 | Mariadoh re a3t 
‘ 
a | North Hatta me 1,798 
4 ! Sovth Hatta a $65 | 
4 Patera ae 870 
5 | Komhari a $7 ; 
‘ Fatebpur Ff, 3,613 
3 | Batiagath “ 45151 
8 | Rajpura a a1 
| 
Total of Idatta Tahsil . 14,756 
DAMOH TAHSIL. 
» ¢ Pathacta is 2433 
a : Narsinghgarh tee 4,989 
4 : Damoh m §,603 
4 | Bandakpur . 143 
3 | Banwar ” 39 
6 | Tejgath re 733 
7 | Taradehi i 313 
! 
3 ; Sarra-Balakot 322 
9 ! Sailwara at 109 | 
yo | Abhana oe 194 
at | Mala on 294 
i] 
a ! Fabera =f 656 
i et ee 
Total of Damoh Tahail 16,668 
Torat vor Dawon Dis- 31,424 
TRIGT, 









































7 and fand 


Anoual 
value of 
sir and 

khud- 
7 wast 


Siwai 


Rid tes Total. 
receipts. 


held Py 
privileged 
tenants. 


ee oe” 
a a | 











Annual } 
valve of 
sir and 
Paymente khud- 
of kast Siwai Total, 
tenanta. and land receipt-. 
held by Payments | Paymenta- 
privileged of malik- uf ! 
tenants. Makbuza. terauts, | 
| eed ee Se ned kemeennaiieniemntiell 
4 :| 7 8 9 10 " i 
Ke. Rs. jj Re. | Ra. Re. Re | Rs, Rs. 
| | 
| | 
8,495 3.743 166 | 13,034 8,636 4,004 475 33,285 
$t,203 19,960 732 74,713 2,107 $3,934 17,293. 158 73,983 
$6,785 19,446 £03 | 80,380 0,896 63,014 16,064 39 81 ,agt 
; : 
1 i 
i) 
34,996 9.392: 343 3$.480 694 91,346 8,ag9 | 333 301670 
i ' ‘ 
10,878 1,546 997 | 13,408 38 8,748 4575 $36 | 10,697 
i i 
anaes | 15,645; 1$7 61,774 2,040 43.239 12,606 149 $8,034 
1 | 
$6,204 23,283 348 85,320 3,444 $4,040 31,587 | 440 793%" 
\ 
tle 784 | 3,880 6,783 9 3,885 4 1,138 5,886 
{ ’ 
lea —— eh Seer aioe: aerate (Ree (ee ar yeas 
' . 
2,55.423 94,662 1645 3,79.496 11,208 3,55,810 ° 83,583 $546 393,046 
: : (ees 
eee oe — See S|] | | 
| | 
| 
68,181 | 45,188 406 97,098 2,900 ! 64,839 18,927 370 85.919 
‘ i 
: 
95,786 49,459 98! 4,536,780 39403 82,657 39,904 334 1,27,397 
i 
79,663 26,888 2,050 | 115.112 3,747! 68,964 19,778 3,186 92,673 
11,338 3,9$t 589 15,331 59 | 8,578 3,567 353 hth 
{ : 
14,876 1444 | 934 17.393 a4 43,373 leg 317 14,849 
i 
20,004 8,183 | 499 29,399 339 16,183 6,566 | 339 25,387 
| 
13,933 1,087 4,548 374778 130 TH,20§ 1,936 449 13,308 
30,287 4,031 1,978 35,918 B35 17,375 2,494 | 443 34,147 
8,654 3,9$0 2,469 14,162 38 7.644 4,110 1,369 10,962 
97,044 7,682 1,448 36,298 104 93,394 | 95459 586 38,584 
22,857 9,035 1,338 33807 335 18,897 | 7,604 675 a7art 
38,870 4,420 | 1,978 35,534 $43 18,753 4.384 1463 ag.tte 
orice “| | i 
397.433 | 1,294,494 15,596}  5,64,197 10,935 | 350,820 1,03,674 7,364 4,71 694 
——s a Seg eer ae ——e es eee Dn anal 
6,§2,84€ 2,29,146 21,340 9434,687 3,144 6,06,630 3,835,356 70,810 8,24,840" 

















Serial 
No, 


Ww 


i 


55 


STATEMENT X1—Caiculation of revised assessment as announced. 


Asscasinent Group. 


HATTA TAHSIL, 
» Marnaaloh 
North Hatta 


" South Hatta 
i 

: Patera 

' 

{ 

1 Kumbari 


” Fatehpur 


| 
| Ratiagarh 


itectputs 


DaMOH TAHSIL. 


Patharla 


Na:winghgarh 


| 


Danoh 





Bandak pur 
Bapwar 
Teusarh 


Taradechi 


Sarra-Balakot 


Suilwara 


Athana 


Mala 
| 


Jabera 


Toral of Damoh Tabsil. 


Total for Damoh 
District. 


Teotui of Hatta Tahail. 


Malik- 
mmakbuza 


payments, 





3,423 


4,019 


§,603 


143 


1,373 


109 


134 


294 


656 


16,668 


34,424 








Ameunt of 

malik-mak- 

buva pays 
ments 


relinquished, 


as iraw- 
back. 


Rs, 


413 


649 


i malikemaks 


ments 
taken hy 
Govern. 

ment. 





Re, 


203 


2,030 


3,080 


7458 





2,992 


35393 


4.724 


134 





34 


gfa 


180 


1,100 


10g 


285 


$56 


36.315 


: Amount of | 


bara pry. | 












































Increase or 
. decrease of 
i tural 


aunounced 
and 
us at last 
Scttlement. 


—~Hi3 





1,560 


— 3,338 


999 


+ 1,849 


+ 453 


+ 2,846 


+ 3,095 
+ 6,900 
+ 10,962 
+ 1,494 
1,061 
3335 
2,031 
1,546 
1,380 
3,587 
3.35 
gks 
+ 45,48 


+ 40,654 


| 
! pages \Percent-| Increase or 
Pure ie Malguzari malin ag aed uf 
tmalgnzari Revenue. | zari Total Total revenue) ase-te ag | Revenue at 
wesctB, 1 levenne | assete. Revenue. on tote! am Guneed 
ie A aspects.) andasat 
Laieads pettionent, 
, 
——!———| I -— 
| 6 7 8 9 to 1 1a 
| Ra. Re. Rs. Ra. Rs, 
ij 
C 
12,403 6,537 53 19,634 6,749 53 — 631 
73,914 35,495 St 745732 38,595 g2 + 730 
76,739 | 38,310 0 80, 380 41,250 sei gn 
34,610 17,060 49 35,480 17,208 go + 4,810 
1 
13,35¢ 6,639 so 13,408 6,690 50 + 2,jit 
59,167 
7 39,80 52 61,774 31,830 53 + 4,750 
80,808 41,330 $1; 83,320 48,208 33 | + 6,009 
' 
t 
6,767 4,376 so} 6,788 34305 go | + G03 
3.555740 1,79,376 50 3,570,496 3,91,470 $2 | + 17,360 
92,075 495373 $3 97,098 $7,565 $4 | & 114179 
1, 32,761 67,857 81 1,36,780 71,380 530 or 19,483 
1,09,5to 55,665 £1 1418,133 60, 385 52 Ba, g4t 
1 
1§,178 Dt 41 25,227 7,83 gr + 4,047 
17,384 8,965 $1 17,293 8,795 51 + Th 
28,676 14,223 50 29,399 14,810 50 + 6,173 
47,565 8,370 4: 17,778 8,750 49 + 4,477 
24,595 13,110 49 38,918 15,210 st + 477t 
14,053 6,703 48 14,163 6,842 48 + 7,201 
36,174 18,$55 st 36,208 18,660 gt | + 794 
33,313 16,689 £0 32,907 16,970 So + 6,096 
} | 
24,808 1378) 5 49 23,544 13,815 50 | a 4t3 
5,47,833 2,78,515 51 §,64,191 3,93,637 53 | + 92,497 
wooo ef ee] Sf ee] 
903,262 4,57,702 51 9, 34.687 484,107 52 |+ 109,547 





Serial « 
No. 


10 


412 








STATEMENT X1/I.—Net revenue increase for regularly setiled area, 


Assessment Group. 


HATTA TAHSIL. 

Mariadoh 

North Hatta 

South Hatta 

Patera 

Ku mhari 

Fatehpur 

Batiagarh 


Rajpura 
Total of Hatta Tahsil 


DAMOH TAHSIL. 
Patharia 
Narsinghgath 
Damoh 
Bandakpur 
Banwar 


Tejgirh 


Taradchi 


Sarra-Balakot 


Sailwara 


| Abhana 


| Maia 


Jabera 


Total of Damoh Tahsil 


Total for Damoh District 


I ete eee 


Kamil- 


jama. 








1 4on44 
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DAMOH DISTRICT WAJIB-UL-ARZ. 





l—Lambardar. 


The Jambardar is responsible for the payment of the Government revenue and 
cesses and for the apportionment of the village profits, On his death his heir succeeds, 
subject to the approval of the Deputy Commissiuner. 


/1—Relations of malguzars with tenants. 


In their dealings with tenants generally malguzars will abide by the provisions of the 
Tenancy Act for the time being in force and the rules made under it and will not recover 
cesses over and above the rent save such as arc warranted by Jaw. Where rent has been 
fixed in money, rent in kind will not be recovered. 


111—Village expenses. 
The malguzars provide for the customary village expenses, whatever they may be. 
1V.—Village watchmen. 


(Here the number of watchmen are stated and their names, the details of any rent-free’ 
service land and details of fees from malguzars, mal:k-makbuzas, tenants, and, if required 
to pay fees, non-agriculturists.) 


V.—Other recognised village servants. 


(Here the details of other recoguized village servants are stated, with their remuner- 
ation.) 


Vi—Land held vevenue-free as against the malguear, 


(Serial number of holding, area and revenue assessed to be stated, with name of 
present incumbent and right in which he holds, whether of malik-makbuza or co-sharer.) 


ViluLand other than service land held free of went or at privileged rent, wtth 
peritenlars of conditions. 


(Serial number of holding, area and rental value to be stated, with name of present 
holder, conditions on which, and term for which he holds, and details of rent, if any, to be 
paid by him.) 


VIII.—Village waste lands and forests. 
The malguzars will observe the rules which may be issued from time totime regarding 
the use and preservation of malguzari forests. 
The customary rights included in the term w7s¢ar are — 
(1) The right to dry wood and brush-wood for {uel. 
(2) The right to.enjlect thorns, leaves and edible roots. 
(3) The right to fibre and roots for rope. 


(4) The right to cut timber (alter giving notice to the malguzar) for construction or 
repairs of honses and for agricultural purposes. But this right does not 
extend to green bamboos, big timber required for roof-trees, rafters, beams 
or door frames. 


(§) The right to graze a reasonable number of cattle. 


(6) The right to collect grass for such cattle. 


These rights tenants and agricultural labourers will continue to enjoy-for their private. 
use alone and not for sale, free of charge, to the extent gvarranted by the condition of the 
jungles and waste lan's. If inhabitan's of another village wish to exercise these rights, 
they may do so with the ‘malguzar’s permission on conditions which the malguzar may 
impose, provided that the rights of the tenants to wtstay are not infringed. 


(Here should also be recorded the rights possessed by tenants over fruit trees growing 
in village waste, and if the village adjuins Government forest a clause will be added under 
which the malguzars will engigeto do their share in maintaining the forest boundary 
by annually clearing a line to the width of 20 feet on their side of the boundary line.) 


6s 
[X-Village site. 


"Tenants, agricultural artizans and agricultural labourers, now settled or who may 
hereafter settle with the malguzar’s consent in the village, are entitled to a house-site 
free of rent. The malguzar may take rent for gardens attached to houses. Non-agricul- 
turists may build on vacant sites subject to the conditions which the malguzat may impose. 
Within their house sites and gardens villagers may build as they please. Every person is 
at liberty to sell.or mortgage the materials of his house. Should any house or house:site 
be deserted for a period of two years, the site and materialy shall, in the absence of any 
agreement to the contrary, revert to the malguzars. Transfers between persons entitled to 
a house-site rent-(ree, of the right to occupy a house, are unfettered, but transfers in which 
other persons are a party are subject to the approval of the malguzar, 


X.—Village roads, paths and rights of way. 


The malguzars and tenants will keep open and maintain all existing roads and paths 
and will not allow any person to eucroach on a roa or path by building, enclosing, culti- 
vating or otherwise. All roads in the village will be kept broad enough for the easy 
passage of carts. 

Al.— Rights of tenants over trees. 


Any persott may plant trees in his house-garden or cut frees planted there bv Himself. 
He cannot cut trees planted there by other people, without the malguzar’s consent. 


Tenants who have come into possession of their holdings, otherwise than by inheritance 
after the year 1893, can neither plant nor cut trees in their holdings without the malguzar’s 
permission. Tenants of older date are unfettered in this respect. Trees, other thaa fruit 
trees, of spontaneous growth, in all holdings except those of absolute-occupancy tenants, 
are the property of the malguzar. In the absence of anv special agreement, trees follow the 
land in cases of transfer. Rights in trees which already exist shall not be interfered with. 


XT} —Manure. 


Cattle dung and sweepings on public halting places belong to the malguzar. Any 
person may collect and app-opriate to his own use manure or sweepings from village waste, 
public roads, or, if custom allows, and the occupierof the land consents, from occupied 
lands. 

X/11.—Disposal of hides and carcasses of dead cattle. 


The hides, bones and carcases of cattle which die in the village are taken by Chamars 
who, in return, render the following ser\ives and articles. (Here are inserted details (4) 
such as Government dhet begar, andthe repairs to roofs of malguzars’ houses in the hot 
weather; (4) of articles, such as shoes to Goverument scrvants and shoes, whips, bridles or 
girths to the malguzars.) 


But this custom is not to over-ride the ordinary right of ownership. 


X/F.--Dues from basars and sarats, 


Malguzars are not entitled to levy any dues on bazars or from sarais in their villages, 
or realize commission on sales. 


XV.—Threshing flsers. 
Existing public threshing floors shal] continue to be used as such. 
XVI.—Rights of village over land or water belonging to other villages or of other 
villages to land or water in this village. 
(Here are recorded details of rights mentioued in heading with particular inclusion 
of rights of access to and use of water in wells and ponds.) 
XVI1.— Protected thekedars and inferior proprietors. 
(If the village be held by protected thekedars or inferior proprietors, the following 
details are recorded :— 
(1) Names of protected thekedars or inferior proprietors. 
(2) Payments of such thekedars or proprietors. 
(3) Conditions of ¢4ee2 or lease with particular reference to rights of the thekedar 
or lessee over the village jungles, 
XVI/1.— Maintenance of trifanciion stations, bouuntary marks ard traverse marks. 


The trijunction stations, boundary marks ani traverse marks situated on the village 
boundary, which are shown in the attached schedule, are maiata‘ned by the people of this 
village, who will keep them in proper repair, 
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Schedule. 
(1) Details of trijunction stations. The trijunction stations between the villages. 


(2) Boundary and traverse marks. 








Khasra number 


Description of marks. where Remarks. 
situared. 
eo (EE 
2 2 3 





AlX—Spectal clauses appertaining to village. 


(Here will be recorded any custom pcculiar to the village, of which mention has not 
been made already.) 


C. G. CHENEVIX TRENCH, 
Settlement Officer, Damoh District. 


Govt. Press, Nagpur :=-No. 1877 Settit,—22-4-14,—-252, 
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DAMOH SETTLEMENT REPORT. 


INTRODUCTORY. 





There are two Settlement Reports of the Damoh district extant. The 
first was written in 1866 by Mr. A. M. Russell, who entered the district only 
after the greater portion, v73., the Damoh tahsil, had already been reassessed 
by his predecessor, Colonel Maclean, and, as he admits, found himself at a 
disadvantage in reporting on tracts of country which he had never visited. The 
next resettlement was begun in 1888 by Mr. T. C. Wilson, 1.c.S., and finished 
in 1891 by Mr. Dori Lal who died in December of the same year. The report 
on this Settlement was compiled by Mr. (now Sir B.) Fuller, the Settlement 
Commissioner in 1893. Thus, neither of the existing reports was written by 
officers who were directly and solely concerned with the Settlement of the district 
asa whole, and this fact, together with the changes wrought within the last 
twenty years by the famine cycle, the opening of the railway and the construc- 
tion by Government of roads and irrigation works, is, I trust, a sufficient justifi- 
cation for the inclusion in this report of a certain amount of descriptive detail 
which would, in other circumstances, have been superfluous, 


PART I. 
Description of the District before Settlement. 
CHAPTER Sf. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT. 


1 The outline of the district is an elongated oval running north and south, 
hae, and strikingly resembles that of Ireland. The northern 
i oy Ea anvle portion of the oval, constituting the Hatta tahsil, is 

7 bounded on all three sides by the Native States of Panna, 
Bijawar and Chhatarpur, within the boundaries of which three villages of Damoh 
are situated, while a few State villages are similarly imbedded in British territory. 
Further south, the district marches with Saugor on the west and Jubbulpore on 
the cast down to its southernmost extremity where it touches the district of 
Narsinghpur. The length of the district from north to south is a little under go 
les, and its greatest width from east to west is about 56 miles. Its total area 
*16 square miles. It is divided into two tahsils, with head-quarters, respec- 

at Hatta and Damoh, and contains 1,394 villages, of which 52 are settled 

‘ri and 246 are uninhabited. The local geology is mentioned both in the 
rand in the last Settlement Report, and calls for no separate treatment 

om an agricultural point of view the district is easy to describe. It is 

v two rivers, the Sonar and the Bearma, which, crossing it from south- 

h-east, converge to form the river Ken at the northern boundary of 

hsil. The valley of the Sonar and of its tributaries the Bewas, the 

Kopra, forms an open belt of fertile country, about 20 miles wide, 

onally across the northern half of the district. This tract is known 

and is bounded along its north-western edge by a low sandstone 

" tth -- & t-ngle and forest. The larger portion of the district 

seally known by the general title of the Pahar, or 

‘ateau also shares. A glance at the map shows 

Hill is Government reserved forest, and 

“ge area. This southern hilly tract is 

‘ters it from the Saugor district far down 

the open country some sixty miles to 


‘on twenty miles further north with 
Panna Stata Tha walla. -Eab- 


DAMOH SETTLEMENT REPORT. 


INTRODUCTORY. 





There are two Settlement Reports of the Damoh district extant. The 
first was written in 1866 by Mr. A. M. Russell, who entered the district only 
after the greater portion, v¢z., the Damoh tahsil, had already been reassessed 
by his predecessor, Colonel Maclean, and, as he admits, found himself at a 
disadvantage in reporting on tracts of country which he had neve? visited. The 
next resettlement was begun in 1888 by Mr. T, C. Wilson, 1.c.S., and finished 
in 1891 by Mr. Dori Lal who died in December of the same year. The report 
on this Settlement was compiled by Mr. (now Sir B.) Fuller, the Settlement 
Commissioner in 1893. Thus, neither of the existing reports was written by 
officers who were directly and solely concerned with the Settlement of the district 
asa whole, and this fact, together with the changes wrought within the last 
twenty years by the famine cycle, the opening of the railway and the construc- 
tion by Government of roads and irrigation works, is, I trust, a sufficient justifi- 
cation for the inclusion in this report of a certain amount of descriptive detail 
which would, in other circumstances, have been superfluous. 


PART I. 
Description of the District before Settlement. 
CHAPTER I. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT. 


1 The outline of the district is an elongated oval running north and south, 
and strikingly resembles that of Ireland. The northern 
lad ad portion of the oval, constituting the Hatta tahsil, is 
bounded on.all three sides by the Native States of Panna, 
Bijawar and Chhatarpur, within the boundaries of which three villages of Damoh 
are situated, while a few State villages are similarly imbedded in British territory. 
Further south, the district marches with Saugor on the west and Jubbulpore on 
the east down to its southernmost ‘extremity where it touches the district of 
Narsinghpur. The length of the district from north to south is a little under go 
Miles, and its greatest width from east to west is about <6 miles. Its total area 
18 2,816 square miles. It is divided into two tahsils, with head-quarters, respec- 
tively at Hatta and Damoh, and contains 1,394 villages, of which 52 are settled 
tyOtWarj and 246 are uninhabited. The local geology is mentioned both in the 
Gazetteer and in the last Settlement Report, and calls for no separate treatment 
here. From an agricultural point of view the district is easy to describe. It is 
traversed by two rivers, the Sonar and the Bearma, which, crossing it from south- 
west to north-east, converge to form the river Ken at the northern boundary of 
the Hatta ta ysil. The valley of the Sonar and of its tributaries the Bewas, the 
Sajli and the Kopra, forms an open belt of fertile country, about 20 miles wide, 
slanting diag onally across the northern half of the district. This tract is known 
as the Haveh and is bounded along its north-western edge by a low sandstone 
plateau covered’ wiith sia jungle and forest. The larger portion of the district 
lies south of the Haveli and is lu cally known by the general title of the Pahar, or 
Hill, inwhich name the northern pesteau also shares. A glance at the map shows 
that the distinguishing feature of the Hill is Government reserved forest, and 
malguzari jungles also cover a very la.‘ge area. This southern hilly tract is 
traversed by the Bearma river, which ersters it from the Saugor district far down 
on the south-west border and emerges intu the open country some sixty miles to 
the north-east from which point, to its junctron twenty miles further north witb 
the Sonar, it separates the Hatta tahsil from r2enna State. The vallev- of the 
Bearma within the hilly tract, though far narrower tha-7 that of th Sonar, is. for 
much of its course, fertile, thickly populated, and of grea: .inportance. .So 
for purposes of description, the district falls easily into three divisions, the Haveli, 
the Bearma valley and the hilly country, each of which has its distinctive 
method of agriculture and deserves separate description. 
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a. The Haveli is by far the most important, containing 654 villages and 
contributing 74 per cent of the Land Revenue of the 
whole district. .The soil, but for rare gravelly outcrops, 
is dark, friable, and easy to work, highly prized for its capacity to carry wheat,’ 
without fallowing and with but little change of crop, for an indefinite number of 
years, The surface is free from forest and, viewed from the edge of the hills 
in the cold weather, presents the appearance of a level expanse of wheat with 
numerous groves marking the sites of villages. In reality, however, itis not 
level but broken up by nullahs into undulations called Tagars which, as will be 
seen later, diminish the security of outturn very considerably, and render the 
Damoh haveli as a whole greatly inferior to those of the Jubbulpore and Nar- 
singhpur districts. But the western portion of the Batiagarh Group is really first 
class and the level tract seen from the railway, between Damoh and Aslana 
Stations, is scarcely inferior. The Hatta tahsil haveli, between the Sonar and 
Bearma rivers, is of lower quality than the southern portion which falls in Damoh 
tahsil. Between the wheat laud andthe foot of the hills a ‘fringe of poorer soil 
extends, to a varying distance, into the plain, This fringe is known as the 
Karka and is at its widest under the northern plateau where the 23 villages 
comprising the Mariadoh Group are all in the Karka. Damoh khag, to the 
south, is a typical Karka village. 


The Haveli. 


3. The Bearma valley within the hills is also a closely cultivated tract, but 
the surface, though broken by small sandstone ridges, is 
much more level than that of the Haveli. The soil is 
lighter coloured but free from gravel and of stilfer quality. Hence, to enable it 
to be worked, fields are on a much smallerscale and embankment is universal. 
Cultivation, in short, is more intensive and laborious and the conditions of agri- 
culture are very different from those prevailing inthe Haveli proper. One- 
hundred and forty-three villages lie in this tract. 


The Bearma valley. 


4. The villages of the hilly tract, exclusive of the Bearma valley, ‘all roughly 
into two classes. Thefirst comprises those which lie on 
top of sandstone plateaus. One of these plateaus 
stretches across the north-west of the district, the other occunies an exactly 
similar relative position along the south-east border, overlooking the plain of 
Jubbulpore and extending through the assessment groups of Mala, Sailwara and 
Taradehi. The surface of these plateaus is level, but the soil, in most places, 
fit for nothing but the poorest millets. The second class of hill villages is very 
numerous and includes those on the upper reaches of the Bearma river, and ° 
the valleys of its many tributaries, such as the Gorailya, the Bhaddar, ané 
Sun. In soil and productiveness they occupy a pusition midway between 
Bearma valley villages and those on the high plateaus. A very large prop: 

of the hilly tract is covered with jungle. Besides the Government r 

forest shown in green onthe map, which accounts for 792 square 

a8 percent of the total district area, there are, including the ryotw: 

849 square miles of village waste. Of this waste, 268 square miles a 

as tree forest and the balance is by no means denuded of forest gr 

safe to assert that 50 per cent of the district as a whole is und: 

some description and practically ali this area is unculturable, The ti: 

of the Damoh jungles is stunted but fruit trees, mahua, achar and t 

and the grazing, for eight months of the year, is fair The '” 

highest elevation 2,467 feet inthe Sailwara Gre 

The appended map shows the chief natural f 
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3. The Haveli is by far the most important, containing 654 villages and 
contributing 74 per cent of the Land Revenue of the 
whole district. The soil, but for rare gravelly outcrops, 
is dark, friable, and easy to work, highly prized for its capacity to carry wheat,’ 
without fallowing and with but little change of crop, for an indefinite number of 
years, The surface is free from forest and, viewed from the edge of the hills 
in the cold weather, presents the appearance of a level expanse of wheat with 
numerous groves marking the sites of villages. In reality, however, itis not 
level but broken up by nullahs into undulations called Tagars which, as will be 
seen later, diminish the security of outturn very considerably, and render the 
Damoh havel} as a whole greatly inferior to those of the Jubbulpore and Nar- 
singhpur districts. But the western portion of the Batiagarh Group is really first 
class and the level tract scen from the railway, between Damoh and Aslana 
Stations, is scarcely inferior. The Hatta tahsil haveli, between the Sonar and 
Bearma rivers, is of lower quality than the southern portion which falls in Damoh 
tahsil. Between the wheat land andthe foot of the hills a ‘fringe of poorer soil 
extends, to a varying distance, into the plain, This fringe is known as the 
Karka and is at its widest under the northern plateau where the 23 villages 
comprising the Mariadoh Group are all in the Karka. Damoh khas, to the 
south, is a typical Karka village. 


The Haveli. 


3. The Bearma valley within the hills is also a closely cultivated tract, but 
the surface, though broken by small sandstone ridges, is 
much more level than that of the Haveli. The soil is 
lighter coloured but free from gravel and of stiffer quality. Hence, to enable it 
to be worked, fields are on a much smaller scale and embankment is universal. 
Cultivation, in short, is more intensive and laborious and the conditions of agri- 
culture are very different from: those prevailing in the Haveli proper. One- 
hundred and forty-three villages hie in this tract. 


The Bearima valley. 


4. The villages of the hilly tract, exclusive of the Bearma valley, ‘all roughly 
into two classes. The first comprises those which lie on 
top of sandstone plateaus. One of these plateaus 
stretches across the north-west of the disirict, the other occunies an exactly 
similar relative position along the south-east border, overlooking the plain of 
Jubbulpore and extending through the assessment groups of Mala, Sailwara and 
Taradehi. The surface of these _plateaus_is level, but the soil, in most places, 
fit for nothing but the poorest millets. The second class of hill villages is very. 
numerous and includes those on the upper reaches of the Bearma river, and 
the valleys of its many tributaries, such as the Goraiya, the Bhaddar, anc the 
Sun. In soil and productiveness they occupy a pvsition midway between: the 
Bearma valley villages and those on the high plateaus. A very large prop 2rtion 
of the hilly tract is covered with jungle. Besides the Government weserved 
forest shown in green onthe map, which accounts for 792 square:miles or 
28 percent of the total district area, there are, including the ryotwatl villages, 
849 square miles of village waste. Of this waste, 268 square miles a re classihed 
as tree forest and the balance is by no means denuded of forest gi owth. It is 
safe to assert that 50 per cent of the district as a whole is under forest of 
some description and practically ali this area is unculturable. The ti mber growth 
of the Damoh jungles is siunted but fruit ‘trees, mahua, achar and t endu abound, 
and the grazing, for cight months of the year, is ‘nix. “The ‘Hills rise to their 
highest elevation 2,467 feet inthe Sailwara Greup near the Jubbulpore border. 
The appended map shows the chief natural features of the district and also its 
division into Assessment Groups. 


The hilly tract. 


CHAP%ER Il. 
POPULA“71ON AND CASTES. 


The poulation of che district was 325,613 in 1891. In tgo1, at the 
end of the famins, had fallen to 285,326, and in 1911 had risen to 338,047. 
According to the district Gazetteer 67 per cent of the population, or in round 
figures, 326,500 persons are supported by pasture or agriculture, and with others 
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this report is not concerned, Lodhis numbering 41,843, agriculturists almost to 
a man, contribute 18 per cent of this population and Kurmis 11 per cent. These 
two castes are the best cultivators in the district. Market gardening is carried on 
py. £5,650 Kachhis. Lodhis, Kurmis and Kachhis thusamamest 36 per cent of 
the agricultural population. The caste actually most Nurwerous inthe district is 
that of Chamars, which has risen in a decade from 34,000 to 43,319, and 1.1 nearly 
every village is resorting more and more to agriculture. The number of Gonds 
was given in paragraph 26 of the last Settlement Report as 110,578 or 34 per 
cent of the district total, but this figure was incorrect. At the census of 1901 Gonds 
numbered 28,000, and in 1911 Gonds and Sonrs together made up a total of 
38,212 or 11 per cent of the district population. 


CHAPTER IIL. 
POLITICAL AND FiSCAL HISTORY TO 1893. 


6. The history of Damoh needs only the briefest mention here. After go 
years of Maratha rule the district was ceded to the 
British Government in 1818. From that date to the 
Thirty Years’ Settlement of 1864 the Land Revenue administration was as 
disastrous as it had been before the cession, consisting mainly, to quote the last 
Settlement Report,“in abortive attempts to realize revenue which was much 
above the paying powers of the country. ”” Short term settlements with revenue 
farmers were the practice til 1835, the demand fluctuating from three to three 
and half lakhs of rupees. In that year a 20 years’ Settlement was made for 
Rs. 3,05,140, This proved unworkable, and of its effects the Settlement Officer 
of the next revision wrote that “the ruin which it entailed on the mass of the 
people and the district generally “are toowell known to need any elaborate 
description here.” The Thirty Years’ Settlement was concluded in 1864. The 
malguzars or lessets were given propri¢tary rights, and the revised realizable 
demand was fixed at Rs. 2,52,974, which was about a lakh less than the highest 
of the earlier assessments. but the district was in a very under-cultivated 
condition. In 1869 the Katangi-Singorgarth tract, containing 125 malguzari 
villages with a Jand revenue of Rs.8,808, was added to the district from 
Jubbulpore. ‘The Thirty years’ Setement ushered ina period of favourable 
seasons and great prosperity magnified, in retrospect, by the climatic disasters 
which synchronized with and continued for long after its close. ’ 


Early Settlements. 


q. Writing in 1889 the Settlement Officer described the tenants of the 
NarsinghgarkGroup, now among the most prosperous In 
the district, as in poor condition owing tu the late 
unfavourapfe seasons, and remarked that the present year, 1885-85, wes a bad 
one. But the series of crop failures generally referred to as the famine began 
in 1892-93, when both crops were seriously damaged. 


Beginning ot famine cycle. 


8. The new Settlement came into force from ist July 1894, impesed a 
The twelve years’ Sete. total revenue of Rs. 4.435453, and was announced for a 
ment and the famine cycle. period of 12 years. This demand was never collected. 
From 1892-93 to 1899-1900 an outturn exceeding one-half of the normal on both 
crops taken together was only twice harvested, and in no year did the people 
reap a three-quarter crop. Suspenstons and remissions of land revenue were 
very liberal during this distressful period, the average collections including cesses 
for the last seven years of the cycle being only two lakhs or considerably less than 
half of the full demand. 


9. In1899, when the cropped area had fallen by 23 per cent, a general 
scheme of abatement of rents and revenue was applied to 
the whole district. Tenants’ rents and the valuation of 
the malguzars’ home-farms were reduced in proportion to the contraction in the 


The abatements, 


4 


cropped area, where the loss in cropping over the village as a whole had been at 
least 15 per cent in 1897-98 and was at least 20 per cent in 1898-99. The 
revenue was then lowered by an amount proportionate to the difference be’ween 
the abated assets and the Settlement assets as announced in 1894. Relief waz 
given to 319 villages in Hatta and 197 villages in the Damoh tahsil, in all to 
516 villages. of which the great majority fell in the most fertile tract of the 
district, the valley of the Sonar. The operationresulted in the lowering of the 
net realizable revenue demand from Rs. 4,24,006 to Rs. 3,45,844, representing a 
reduction of 37 per cent in the abated villages and 18 per cent over the district 
as awhole. The abatemeulis were torun for the remainder of the term of 
Settlement. I give below a few examples from the Hatta tahsil to show the 
exceptionally liberal scale on which they were granted. Scores of malguzars 
were reassessed to very light revenues and thereby, so rapid was the recovery 
in thcir assets, more than reimbursed for their losses during the years of famine. 

















-Villaye. Revenue of 1894. Abated revenue. 

Rs Rs 

Sujanpura ae Fe 175 5 
Niwai 400 58 
Hardua we 500 90 
Karuiya 290 32 
Abda | 800 210 
Ranch | 2,345 1,210 





CS 








The enjoyment by the owners. of abated villages of such generous revenue 
remissions for over a decade has complicated the business of their reassessment, 
for the revised revenues have been announced at a time when the cropped area 
is full and the occupied area has surpassed the figure of 1894. 





CHAPTER JV. 
COMMUNICATIONS, TRADE AND PRICES. 


10, Both by road and rail the district is unusually well served, enormous 
improvement in communications having been made in 
the 20 years which have elapsed since the last Settle- 
ment. In January 1899 the Bina-Katmi branch of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway was opened. The line passes through the centre of the district from 
west to east : three stations fall in the open wheat country and three in the hilly 
tract. Metalled roads now spread fanwise from head-quarters, north-east to 
Hatta, north-west to Batiagarh, west to the Saugor border, south to Taradehi 
and south-east to the boundary of Jubbulpore district. Four out of these five 
roads bring the coulines of the district into touch with the capital, the roads to 
Taradehi and Batiagarh are, for nearly all their course, new, and the old road to 
Hatta is being annually improved by bridges. As late as 1907, Tejgarh was 
inaccessible to touring officers from Damoh in wet weather, except by elephant, 
while the large village of Tendukhera 16 miles further south, which had 12 carts 
in 1907, has now 31. The total length of metalled roads has increased since 
Settlement from 62 miles to 159 miles. 


Communications, 


ir. Theresult of giving the district a railway and better roads has been 
the concentration of trade at Maw Ganj, a noble market, 
just outside Damoh railway station. Here a thousand 
carts may be counted in a single day at the height of the export season and as 
many pack animals, Unfortunately for statistical purposes the ryots of a half 
a dozen Native States make use of this market, and to avoid, as it is said, the 


Trade, 
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octroi gf Jubbulpore town, produce is brought from that district also. The 
exports from Patharia, the only other station from which grain leaves the district, 
are only half a lakh of maunds i in a year, and as most of this comes from over the 
-Saugor border, Damoh station is the only outlet that need be considered. It is 
estimated that two-thirds cf the exports in grain and oil-seeds are the produce of 
Damoh district, During the year ending the 5 jist July 1912, 526,000 maunds of 
grain, nearly all wheat, and 73,108 maunds of oil-seeds were sent out by rail, 
which, at the rate of Rs. 2-8-o per maund of grain and Rs. 7 per maund of oll 
secds, were of the united value of Rs. 18,27,000. The district’s share of this 
export trade would be about Rs. 12,18,000. The til crop of 1911 was a partial 
failure. In a good year, the total v alue of oil-sceds exported amounts to eight 
lakhs of rupees. The figures of export are supplied, month by month, by the 
railway authorities and may be taken as correct. They throw some doubt on 
the statement made in paragraph 24 of the last Settlement Report that in 
1885-86 traffic registration indicated an export trade of about six lakhs of maunds 
in grain and oil- seeds. But the railway had by then reached Katni-Murwara 
0 miles from Damoh and few facts of Indian agricultural history are more 
impressive than the ease and certainty with which enormous quantities of grain 
found a way, before the days of metalled roads and railways, to distant markets 
ever obstacles seemingly insuperable. The statistics received from the railway 
autherities have been checked by figures supplied by the Arhatias of Maw Gan}. 
These give a total of 73 lakhs of raaunds of grain and oil-seeds received by 
them in tne twelve-month under review, This would imply that 13 lakhs are 
still held in Damoh town and | am informed that this is a by no means improbable 
figure. 


12, The present Settlement was not undertaken on account of any rise in 
prices that» might have) occurred since the last revision, 
but as, m fact, there has been a considerable rise, a 
brief allusion to the subject will not be out of place. The course of prices of 
wheat and rice, the two staples, from 1849 to 1902, is traced on page 114 of the 
district Gazetteer and need not be repeated here. In the quinquennium ending 
1893, the year in which the last Settlement was announced, the price of wheat 
was 34 lbs. to the rupee and of rice 25 lbs, Thes» are retail figures. At present, 
August 1912, wheat is selling at 26 Ibs. and rice, of medium quality, for 18 Ibs. to 
the rupee. During the past “five years wheat has ouly for a month or two fallen 
to 30 Ibs, and rice to 22 Ibs. though,..with.the exception of 1907-08, all these 
years were of fair to good harvests. Assuming present rates of 26 lbs. and 
18 lbs. for wheat and rice respectivcly, the price of the former has risen 31 per 
cent and of the, latter 39 per cent in the last 19 years. The past season has 
been good for n¢e and nearly bumper for wheat, so that the estimate of the rig¢ 
is safe. The rate of linseed has doubled and that of til risen 50 per cent within 
the same period, Juar and gram, on the other hand, show comparatively little 
advance since 1893. 


Prices. 





CHAPTER V. 
RAINVALL, SOILS, AGRICULTURE AND Crops. 


13. The rainfall has been registered in the past at three stations, Damoh, 
at the northern edge of the hilly country of the Damoh 
tahsil, Tejgarh which is 20 miles from Damoh within 
the Jills, and Hatta in the Sonar valley. The variations between the recorded 
fallat Tejgarh and Damoh are mentioned in the Damoh Tahsil Preliminary 
Report and are so striking as to throw grave doubt on the accuracy of the 
Tejgarh registration. As remarked above in paragraph (10) Tejgarh, until 
1908, was almost inac cessible to inspecting officers during the rainy season, and 
practically no check of the reported figures was possible. As this village lies 
in a rice tract within the hills the rainfall mght be expected to be heavier than in 
Damoh. But over the 42 years ending in 1910 the annual average recorded 
was 12 inches lighter. It is safest, 1 think, to ignore the records of this station. 


@) Rainfall. 
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14. The average annual fall at the Damoh station from 1867 to 1902-03 
was 51 inches. The Hatta rainfall, as recorded, 1s 
consistently lower than that registered at Damoh and 
it is suggested in the Gazetteer that observations both at Hatta and Tejgarh have: 
been defective. Averages, however, convey little meaning. The difference 
between good crops and scarcity depends almost entirely on the distribution, and 
the interest of this subject justifies, | think, the quotation of the following table 
showing the distribution of the annual rainfall as registered at Damoh, from 
1892-93 up to 1g11-12:— 


Rainfall at head-quarters. 























Early monsoon, ae nant Rest of year, 
Year. June, July, OcEiker Nat. December to Total. 
August. | ember. May. 

eke Pee aetna i fen tat aah, catia tee do AS i ers at Sets 

Inches, | Inches. Inches, Inches, 
1892-93" 0 ees 39°41 860 5°38 53°48 
1892-94* oo 4824 20°51 4200 63:05 
1894-95* as 44°90 1402 369 62°67 
1895-06" eee spe 31°90 | 2°05 <a H 34:85 
18g6-97* Ee ae 48°90 371 208 ! 54°69 
1897-95 ” 25°17 | 5°80 S220 | 34°39 
1898-99* sab ae 4309. gor | o'87 5187 
1899-00" ay 27°75 | 1'Su 1:03 70°29 
1900-01 | 43°59 ! Qi 5t7 57°87 
1901-02 see ees 43°16 Gon 143 50°67 
1902-05 ” 28°65 : 13°95 rss | 4g'11 
1903-04 an ade 28:26 12°62 2°26 | 4304 
1904-08 Fe 25st) |) | 4°33 0°99 30°83 
1905-06 = 22°66 5°88 108 | 29°62 
1906-07+ wf quis 18°52 5°57 65°24 
1907-08* on wane 33°05 077 1°42 ao'tg 
1908-09 on ia Ry 2d | 552 165 4638 
1gag-1ot oe 34°93 4°32 1°52 40°76 
Wgio-13} te 25°90 HO? rug 37°34 
1gri-12f nS | 26°36 12°68 O50 20°54 
a nee pare san Sco pa a fine pe notice Fos ema 








18. Years of scrious crop failure have been marked with a star, and good 
years with a dagger. The outturn in the undistin- 
guished years has ranged from 7o per cent of normal 
to normal. There has been scarcity amounting to distress in eight of these 20 years. 
Four of the bad years have been marked by excessive, and three by defective 
rainfall, but neither aberration from average necessarily involves a bad harvest. 
There was famine in 1894-95 when 63 inches fell, while 1906-07 with a fall of 65 
inches was a good year, a bumper rice crop making up for a certain amount of 
damage to the Rabi. Similarly, 38 inches in 1910-11 gave excellent harvests, 
and there was nothing approaching to crop failure even im 1904-05 and 1905-06 
when only 31 and 30 inches, respectively, were registered, but there was famine 
in 1899-1900 and also in 1g07-08 in which latter year the kharif crops failed 
entirely, though the year’s total was 36 inches. It is generally admitted that a 
rainfall of 30 inches, if favourably distributed, is quite enough to secure bumper 
crops. The important months are September and October when the success of 
both crops depends on timely rain, but it is precisely in these months that the fall 
is most fitful. Distribution can to a very large extent be regulated by irrigation 
and in a comparison of the rainfall statistics with the harvests reaped is found 
the strongest justification for the construction of Government irrigation tanks in 


the district. 


Distribution of rainfall. 
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16. The soils of the district have now been classified three times, in tne 
-() Soils, as classified in the ‘Thirty years’ Settlement, in attestation of last Settlement, 
Thirty years’ Settlement, and in the present revision. The first classification 
vided soils into six kinds, viz:— 
KKabar, or the best black soil, heavy and free from grit. 
Mund, or inferior black soil, light and gravelly. 
Rathia, or brown kabar of the hilly country. 
Ryan, or ashy coloured kabar of the hills. 
Patarua, or light brown soil devoid of richness. 
Bhatua, or sandy soil. 


Age Boe 


_ Lam at a loss to discover whence the name Ryan was derived or to what 
soil it was applied. It is commonin Saugor and there used by the people to 
describe the black and rather shallow soil found on the tops of hills. There is 
only a very small area in Damoh district where such soil is found and at the 
Thirty years’ Settlement most of this area wasin Jubbulpore district. The name, 
a.30, appears to be unknown now to cultivators. 


17. With this exception, the classification has been followed in latter 
Settlements, but enriched by the addition of two soils which 
though scarce are of exceptional value. These are 
Sihar, the soft, fine wash-off from sandstone hills which grows the best rice, and 
kachhar, the alluvial soil found in narrow strips along rivers, in which Kachhis 
and Dhimars grow vegetables. A fertile, sandy soil found far from the hills in 
the Ilatta tahsil, along the bank of the Bearma, has also been classed as Sihar. 
In order to avoid over-classing, two grades have been allowed, both in this and 
in the last Settlement, within the heads of -Kabar, Mund and Patarua. ‘The 
varieties of soi] now recognized are as given below :~- 


As now classed. 


Tercentage on area under cultivation. 





As now classed. At last Settlement. 





Kabir I a 35 , 5 
Kabar |] Be “ ¢ 7 
“Mund I 9 29 
Mund I 0 18 
Rathia oe <i 16 7 
Patarua 1 a 21 412 
Patarea Il Se ce 16 16 
Bhatua sci a} 3 a 
Sihar ae ees 
Kachhar ES eu ; : 
Tota! oe! 7" eee om ae 


A NY ey 2 A LT aS, 


18. Although, of course, this classification is based on that used in common 
Comparison of prevent classi: Speech by cultivators, it should be remembered that 
fication with the preceding. these names are, to a great extent, only adjectives : 
kabar means clayey, mund crumbly, rathia stiff, patarua light, bhatua is oiten 
applied to all waste land, sihar means sandy, and kachhar covers a wide variety 
of riverain soils. So that it would be highly unsafe, in hundreds of villages, to 
class according to the nomenclature of the residents, for a field dignified with 
the name of kabar in a Gond hamlet of the hills may be yellow patarua 
with a slight admisture of clay. On the other hand, what is patarua in the 
mouths of tenants of fine haveli villages would be rathia or second class mund 
in a less favoured tract. 


It is to this elasticity of popular description that | ascribe the “severity of 
the last Settlement soil classification as compared with that now effected. ‘Soils 
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were then classed by Patwaris. In the first place, these men, from a mistaken 
idea of honesty and also from the praiseworthy desire to avoid suspicion of 
fayouring the cultivators, show an incurable tendency to optimism where Govern 
ment’s interests are concerned. Thus, in years of scarcity they notoriously over- 
estimate outturn. They have less to fear, in the way of censure, from a too 
sanguine eslimate than from one that is too low. Secondly, each Patwari_ knew 
only the soils of his own circle and finding all, or nearly all, the officially 
recognized varieties present in his circle, as testified to by cultivators and by his 
own local knowledge, he naturally classed the land accordingly. This explains 
the very frequent over-classing of the light-coloured rathia in the hilly tract as 
kabar. The local name for it is indced Had-kabar but between it and the 
splendid black alluvial kabar of the haveliisa very wide difference. And 
naturally enough, each Patwari classed the best mund in his circle as mund I, 
though, had they been able to compare notes, they would have found that this 
heading was a surprisingly wide one. In this revision the classing was done by 
Inspectors, who, in a short time, attained a respectable standard of uniformity. 
Their classification was pulled together by their Party Officers and the work of 
these latter, at most four in number, was brought into line by myself. | checked 
the soil classification on the spot in every village with any cultivation, cand in 
very many villages made extensive alterations for it is impossible entirely to 
eradicate, by instruction and orders, differences im temperament. 


19. Mund is the prevailing soil in the haveli and grows steadily poorer as 
the junction of the Sonar and Bearma is approached. 
Kabar is plentiful only in the Batiagarh Group, where 
the finest rabi in the district is grown...Rathia abounds in the valley of the 
Bearma and patarua in the villages-of the hilly tract Typical sihar may be 
seen m Rajnagar ryotwari, near Damoh khas. 


Distribution of soils. 


20. Soils were also cross- classified according to their cropping capacity, a 
very necessary operation seeing that patarua, useless 
for wheat and of comparatively little value for minor 
crops, constitutes the bulk of the fertile rice land. Four classes were recognized, 
according as the land was used for wheat, rice, minor crops and garden produce, 
respectively. This division was copied from that of last Settlement, 


Classing by cropping. 


Next, the slope of the land, a ‘factor of ¢xtreme importance in Damoh, was 
also allowed for. Level land was classed as ordinary in 
the case of wheat and ‘‘saman” in that of rice. The 
area damaged by water courses was classed as Bharkila. Sloping rice land was 
called “ tikra’', and land favoured by an especially low lying position “ jhilan ”. 
Undulating wheat land, a very large area, was given a separate position called 
“tagar’? (not recognized at last Settlement) and wheat fields protected by 
embankments were classed as “bandhwas”. Irrigated land had a class to 
itself in every cropping capacity. Finally, land exposed to dainage from jungle 
was classed “ ujaraha ’ and the valuable area manured by drainage from the 
village site was distinguished by the name of “ geonra”. A poor wheat field on 
the edge of cultivation might thus be classified as ‘‘mund IJ, gohan, tagar, 
ujataha, ” and a rice field near the village as “rathia, dhanahi, saman, geonra. ' 
Double-cropping is so wncertain that the special class for double-cropped land, 
employed at last Settlement, has now been discarded. 


Classing by position, 


21. J now proceed to summarize the results of this elaborate survey. The 
Main features of classification. Proportions in which the varicus soils are found have 
been stated in paragraph 17 above. The area classed as 
wheat-land is now 312,233 acres or 52 per cent of the 
cultivated area of the district as compared with 333,688 acres so_ classed at last 
Settlement. No less than &s per cent falls inthe kabar and mund classes. 
Tagar land is 28 per cert and embanked land io per cent of the total. In para- 
graph 9 of the last Settlement Report embanked land was stated to be “less than 
12 per cent” of the wheat-land area. The area actually cropped with wheat at 
attestation was 223,125 acres, but much wheat-land is temporarily under rotation 
crops, such as juar and gram. 


(a) Wheat-land., 
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The rice-land area is 54,101 acres or 12.004 acres less than the correspond- 
ing area of last Settlement. Inferior tikra fields cover 


(6) Rice-land. 34 per cent of the total area and jhilan land is 6 per cent. 


The area classed as fit only for minor crops has increased from 196,764 
acres to 229.427 acres and now covers 38 per cent of 


¢) Minor crops. * . . 
) . the total area in cultivation. 


Garden land is 10,293 acres, of which most hes 


(¢) Garden land. : ‘ . 
ea in the baris behind ryots’ houses. 


Only 2,837 acres in all soils were fourd irrigated in Attestation year as 
against 3,495 acres so classed at last Settlement. But 
the arca irriguble is 4,859 acres. This is exclusive of 
the area commanded by Government irrigation tanks cf which a description is 
given in paragraph 30 below. 


(e) Irrigated land. 


The figures of thissummary are for the district asa whole. Table H of 
the appendix, which displays, Group by Group, the soil-classing according to 
crop capacity, excludes the 52 ryotwari villages and also the 59 villages of the 
Rajpura Group which were summarily settled. The relative fertility of each 
Group is shown in column 3 by the average number of soil units per acre. 
This ranges from 11 in the Jungly Kumbari tract to 25 inthe haveli Group of 
Narsinghgarh where 86 per cent of the area in cultivation can grow wheat. 


z2. The chapter on agriculture in the district Gazetteer has lef: the 
Settlement Officcr of to-day with little to say on this 
subject, whichewas fully dealt with also in the report 
on the last Settlement. It is, therefore, unneeessary for me to describe in detail 
the methods of cultivation in use in this district.’ These are common to all the 
northern districts. Kharif crops are sown broadcast in the monsoon, weeded 
once or twice, and cut in November and Deceinber. The highest form of rice 

". This requires a heavy burst of rain to 


(c) System of agriculture. 


cultivation is known as “ machaua ”. 
enable the cultivator to plough his fields into. semi-liquid puddle of mire in which 
the seed, already artificially germinated in baskets, is thrown and then pressed in 
by driving over it a bakhar turned upside down The advantage of this method 
is that it reduces subsequent weeding to a minimum and mixes the manure, if any 
has been given, with the soil. In such a year as the present, 1912, nearly all the 
rice sowings have been “ machaua”. ‘The alternative is to sow in fields which 
have been dry-ploughed. This is called “ topa” or “ jhura”, and the outtura ts 
about 25 per cent less than that given by “ machaua”, The benefit of manuring 
is fully understood and in rice, at all events, the cultivator. has little to learn in 
this respect. Transplantation is unknown, but the germs of the idea are present, 
for spontaneous rice is sometimes uprooted from fa'low fields and addeil to the 
young crop standing in cultivated land. Weeding is done even in kodon. As 
wages rise this is becoming a greater problem every year. At this moment 
women are earning three annas a day at this work and it is alleged that the 
supply is unequal to the demand 


Rabi crops, with the partial exception of linseed, are sown in November and 
December with the drill, No weeding, and practicilly no manuring, is done. 
They are cut in February, March and April. 


23. The cultivated area of the district, 610,079 acres at last Settlement, is 
Fallows (Table IV) and Now 606,365 acres including the ryotwari villages, and 
alation. excluding them, 598,252 acres. The fallow area within 
holdings has always been very large and was 25 per cent of the total occupied 
area at last Settlement At present it is 27 per cent, or 201,195 acres in the 
malguzari villages of which 67 per centis fallow of over three years’ standing, 
This old fallow area is largest in the haveli Groups, where it ranged, 
at Attestation, from 12 per cent of the occupied area in Batiagarh to 25 per cent 
in South Hatta. New fallow, now as always, is most prevalent in the hilly 
tract. Undoubtedly the vigour and persistenc.: of Kans goes far to account 
for the large fallow areas in the Haveli, but making every allowance for this, it 1s 
perfectly obvious that holdings in that tract are too large, and that cultivators 
would benefit by concentration. As remarked in paragraph 12 of the last 
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Settlement Report kans is the result, not the cause, of misfortune. The weed 
does not invade well cultivated flelds, but those which have been left fallow or 
insuficiently ploughed, My own opinion is that deliberate fallowing in wheat 
soils is very rare indeed. The tenant goes on cropping his fields with wheat and 
occasionally with juar or gram by way of rotation, until by some accident kans 
obtains a foothold. The field is then Jet go. Malguzars have frequently 
assured me that some of their home farm has been cropped, without fallowing, 
for at least two generations. The refreshing effect of gram on worn-out fields 
is fully understood, but systematic rotation and systematic fallowing are both 
exceedingly rare in the Haveli. But patarua II and bhatua, after 2 or 3 years’ 
cropping, are perforce thrown out of cultivation. They generally lie fallow for 
from 3 to 5 years. 


24, The proved insecurity of agriculture in Damoh is chiefly due to the 
Dangers to which crops are fact that the distribution of crops closely corresponds to 
subject. that of soils, To illustrate this it is unnecessary to repeat 
the oft-told story of the famine cycle to which a whole chapter of the 
Gazetteer is devoted. The situation, in brief, is that the dark soils are given up 
to rabi and the light soils, as universally, to kharif. Hence the broad local 
division of all soil into “Moto” and patarua. The tenant never sows rice in motos, 
which, he says, is too leaky, and though, since the famines, he has been obliged to 
replace wheat by juar and til over a certain areain the Haveli, he is always 
straining to revert to the old order of things. Similarly, under the stimulus of 
the “wheat boom” at the end of the Thirty years’ Settlement, the rabi area was 
extended widely over light soils unfit to carry wheat and now used for kharif, 
The result is that, except in the favoured Bearma valley, where much of the 
prevalent rathia can grow both wheat/and tice, a failure of either crop means a 
failure, for the tract in question, of the year’s food supply. There is no replac- 
ing of kharif by rabi. Certainly rabi cam be andis replaced by kharif in the 
unembanked Haveli, but this, on a large scale, is an expensive and risky remedy. 
It brings on kans, and whether the crop miscarries or turns out well, the land 
must lie idle through the following rabi seasons, and the chance of harvesting a 
valuable wheat crop is lost. 


25. The Haveli, in short, is a one-crop tract, and if the wheat is ruined it 
may be said that, for that year, all is lost, though a good 
til outturn may, mitigate the calamity. Extensive damage 
to the wheat may be caused either by inadequate autumn and winter rains, in 
which case much of the tagar land remains unsown or gives a very poor outturn; 
or by excessive winter rain which causes rust; or by frost. All three causes have 
played their part in the eight bad years that have occurred since last Settlement. 
The destruction wrought by hail is, fortunately, confined to limited areas. 
Recovery is difficult, since all calamities end in that curse of the Sonar valley, 
kans grass, Wheat land left unsown or, owing to continuous untimely rainfall, 
badly ploughed, at once becomes infested with this grass, and it may be ten or 
twelve years before a plough can be driven init again, ‘One year’s secding, 
seven years’ weeding,” a proverb current in England, is nowhere more applicable 
than in this tract. The Haveli tenant is noted tor borrowing the same amount of 
rabi seed when he is in temporarily reduced circumtances as when he is prosper- 
ous. He knows that if wheat land is let go for a single year it may, be lost to 
him for a decade. He thinks that he cannot afford to concentrate and in his 
reluctance to lose a little he has often lost all. 


In the Haveli. 


26, The Bearma valley is distinguished by small holdings and good culti- 
vation. The prevalent soil is a stiff rathia. The diffi- 
culty of woiking this soil has evoked the best qualities of 
the thrifty Lodhis with whom the valley is thickly populated. Embankment is 
universal and thus the labour of ploughing is reduced to a minimum. Double- 
cropping is practised whenever the late monsoon rainfall permits it, Fallows are 
scarce and in some villages almost non-existent. The close, chess-board style of 
cultivation offers the greatest contrast to the slovenly hugger-mugger farms of 
the Haveli. The valley, along with the embanked portion of the Batiagarh Group, 
is the securest tract in the district, though the wheat outturn of the rathia rarely 
if ever nses to that of the Haveli mund in a year favourable to the latter tract. 


In the Bearma valley. 


VW 


Rust and frost are the forms of damage most dreaded along the Bearma, and both 
are peculiarly liable to occur in embanked land. Thus the heavy rain in the cold 
weather of 1911-12 gave a bumper wheat crop on the high Haveli tagars but a 
very poor one in the valley of the Bearma. 


27. The hilly tract is subject to all the calamities brought about by a badly 
distributed monsoon. An early fall, followed by too long 
a break, causes withering as in 1911. Incessant rain after a 
late beginning, though good for rice, may rendcr it impossible to sow juar and kodon 
until it is too late. Knutki then largely replaces kodon. This was a feature of 
192. But the worst abnormality is when, as m 1907, the rain ceases in August, 
when all crops alike are overtaken by withering. The failure of that year was, 
as far as is known, unparalleled in the history of the district. Over the greater 
part of the rice area there wasno crop worth cutting, the fields were swept with 
brooms and the rubbish thus collected was silted for the little grain it might hold. 
In prolonged breaks much damage is sometimes caused to rice and kodon by 
caterpillars which mav be present in such numbers as to render weeding impos- 
sible. The bungalows of revenue officers are then besieged by dismayed culti- 
vators with large earthen pots full of caterpillars. The only way to destroy these 
pests is by flooding the fields in villages where irrigation tanks have been 
constructed, 


In the hilly tract. 


28. As might be expected from the physical features of the district wild 
animals do enormous damage. The Haveli, indeed, is com- 
paratively untouched, except for those villages which he 
along its margin under the hills and on the banks of rivers where ravines and 
scrub-jungle harbour pig. Antelope are. not so plentiful as in Saugor district. 
The rvot of tie hills speaks with envy of the Haveli cultivator from whose budget 
the cost of fencing and watching is absent and who need not go near his crop 
from sowing time ti!l harvest. Inthe hilly traet and in much of the Bearma 
valley fencing is universal, and the entine agricultural population spend from two 
to four mo. ths of the year on plitforms, watehing their fields. One ‘‘machan” 
10 the acre, in addition to a ferce that is.sometimes almost a stockade and fitted 
with solid stiles, is quite a common sight, The bottom of the fence is often lined 
with stalks of til to keep out hares sand the weteher, unless he has a gun, relies on 
his voice, a sling, and a lash of plaited ‘‘ san” some ten or twelve feet long which 
he cracks like a stock-whip, The peoaple-say thet wi'd animals, especially pig, 
have increased of Jate years, and an association for the destruction of pig has 
been started with conspicuous success at Nohta on the Beara river. Naths 
and Kuchbandhias are the axents employed. At present, wild animals do exces- 
sive damage even in the outskirts af Damoh town and the annual cost of protection 
to the Christian Mission, which is inside the Civil Station, is, roughly, one rupee for 
every cultivated acre. Liberal deduction was made in assessing land peculiarly 
liable to damage from jungle, and the area so classed amounted to 72,695 acres 
or 12 per cent of the cultivated area. 


Damage by wild aniinals, 


29. The Damoh cultivator who wishes, by improving his land, to insure its 
Methods of meeting climatic Outturn against the vagaries of the rainfall, must choose 
Sncrerainty, between two alternatives. He must insure either against 
too much rain, or too little. Urainage would almost certainly mitigate the ravage 
of rust in wet years, but this, especially in embanked land, is rarely feasible, though 
in the Karka of the Batiagarh Group juar and til fields are in some villages very 
carefully drained = He has chosen the other alternative, and with the exception of 
the irrigation wells dug by vegetable-growers, the number of which (1,230) has al- 
most doubled since last Settlement, his sole cHorts at improvement are directed to 
making embankments to secure, at all events, a seed-bed which can never be too 
drv at sowingtime. He has been reproached for his neglect to embank, but con- 
-idering the fact that wet years have in the past caused as many famines as dry, and 
that embanked land is the surest to suffer from rust in wet seasons, I am inclined to 
wonder at the amount of embankment accomplished which, in fact, has varied but 
little since last Settlement. This form of improvement is confined to rabi Jand, 
Round Balakot, indeed, rice fields were once made with much labour by building 
a stone wall along a hill side and then levelling the slope above it, but very little 
of this work is done now. In the hilly tract light patarua is rendered capable of 
growing wheat by throwing masonry and earth embankments across nalas, and 
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some of these dams are reported to be a century old, Embankment is not 
popular on the steep tagars of the Haveli. The slope is against it and also the 
crumbly nature of the mund which necessitates an enormously thick bandhan to 
stand the pressure of the water, It is seen to perfection in the level Bearma 
valley and in the Batiagarh Group of the Hatta tahsil, where the soils are binding 
rathia and kabar. The tenant of mund seeks to conserve the moisture in the soil 
by frequent cross-ploughings which make a fine upper tilth rather than by 
embankment. But the object in both cases is the same. The use of embankment 
to eradicate kans by flooding is mentioned in the Thirty years’ Settlement Report, 
and it was largely with this purpose that Government, in the years 1903 to 1908, 
constructed bandhans in the fallow land of 21 villages, at a cost of Rs. 46,225. 
Not all of these have been so immediately successiul as was anticipated. In some 
the flooding has not been complete enough, others were made in unsuitable soil, 
but even the poorest are coming into cultivation and increasing in fertility. The 
area thus protected is 1,364 acres. 


30. Prior to the year 1908 irrigation was almost a negligible factor in the 
agriculture of the district. At last Settlemem only 3,495 
acres were found irrigated, of which more than three- 
quarters were watered from wells or, by hand, from rivers. !n_ the attestation 
just completed the irrigated area was only 2,857 acres. Tank irrigation has 
never been understood, though it is fitfully practised in insignificant areas. The 
failure of the rice crop in 1907 drew attention to the unprotected position of the 
kharif areas. Scizing the opportunity provided by cheap labour, the Deputy Com- 
missioner, by January 1908, had 4 village works in progress at spots where existing 
nistar tanks only needed modification to be converted into usetul hitle irrigation 
tanks, ‘he Irrigation Department then began operations at Chiraipani near 
Hindoria and Ghangri, alias Garaghat, near Nohta. From then tll now the 
work of tank construction has never ceased, and the progress made may be 
gathered from the following statistics :— 


Irrigation, 
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Tanks constructed. 


Maximum area ; 
Area irrigable.  jirrigated in any year, Cost of work, 
since completion. 


Name of tank. 


i os q Sears” eG: sania — eet 


Acre3. Acres. Rs. 
a. Ghangri 3,800 56 95,942 


a. Richhai 2,234 38 §3,001 


4. Chiraipani 3,000 9 1,114,909 
5. Patna eas te 


283 §5 ! 41509 


6. Majhguwan 14 43 | 5:0¢0 





ee ns ne eet | enemy a ae Lar tns e 


9,856 | 246 283,352 


| 
( 
{ 
| 
4. Bahetia oe .| 405 45 35,000 











Taken over from Revenue Department.—-Tanks under construction. 





Majhguwan ae as! 2,500 Nil. ' 98,827 
| i 
These tanks have, it is hoped, rendered 61 villages potentially secure against 
famine. Water was first taken from Baheria tank in November 1999, for the 
rabi, but none has been taken since. In December 1gio some irrigation was 
done from Ghangri and Richhai, but rust ensued and the experiment has not been 
repeated. Chiraipani is only recently finished. The water from Patna and 
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Majhguwan was given free, for the three years that it was controlled by the Reve: 
nue Department. The charge of Rs. 2 per acre in each crop is not high, but 
the response to Government’s efforts has been very feeble. To those who know the 
Damoh tenant, it has scarcely been surprising. He realises that water is useful 
to wet the ground for rabi sowings, and, as an insecticide, to kill cate; illars in 
rice, but he knows very little more, and to demand double his rent for the use of 
water seems to him extortionate. A vigorous campaign of instruction and 
demonstration is urgently needed in the district. Rabi irrigation requires expert 
knowledge such as district officers at present do not possess. Rust is an ever- 
present menace. In regard to rice, tenants have, for three years past. ieaped 
what they consider good crops without buying water. They have no example to 
luok to of how irrigation can increase the yield. 


31. In normal years the total cropped area of the malguzari villages of the 
district is about 54 lakhs of acres, as may be seen 


(d) Cropping. 
Prange from the following figures of area :— 


Acres. 
At attestation of last Settlement bas wee 547,538 
At announcement of last Settlement 2s we 565,822 
At attestation of present Settlemeut, Table II we §50,756 


At the beginning of the Thirty years’ Settlement, when the district was still in 
a depressed condition, the area was only 4,241,542 acres, and in the famine cycle 
the lowest figure reached was 403,344 acres in 1898-99. 


The area doubled-cropped is mainly rice=fields in which rabi crops are sown 
in years of abundant late rainfall: Jt is very variable and has ranged from 3,000 
ta 34,000 acres. Jn attestation it was found (Table III) to be 19,275 acres. 
The second crop is usually of poor quality, and is held in little esteem, consisting 
usually of wheat and linseed sown broadcast. The area under the most import- 
am crops is shown in Liable IIL. 


In quantity as well as in importance wheat and rice are still the district 
staples. The present area under wheat and its mixtures is 223,125 acres or 41 
per cent of the district cropped area, as compared with 261,728 acres at last 
Settlement, but the shrinkage has been on.the poorest soils, and is no matter for 
regret. The rice area, on the other hand, shows a serious decline of 38 per cent. 
irom 68.977 acres at last Settlement to 42,787 acres, the area even in 1899-1900 
having been 62,770 acres, ‘This crop, for a variety of reasons, but chiefly owing 
to the rise in rates of labour, has lost popularity of late. Few tenants, in these 
days of high prices for oil-seeds, can resist a gamble in til, and the area under 
that crop has expanded from 16,255 to 42,258 acres, partly at the expense of 
linseed which has lost ground. Variety makes for security, and the cropping of 
the district is in a healthy condition. The monsoon of 1912 has been favourable 
for rice, and the area under that crop, 49,358 acres in 1911, which was «a notable 
adyance on the attestation figure, has probably still further increased. 


32. Inow come to the question of outturn. The subject is of fundamental 
importance, and cannot be said to bave been exhausted, 
though much has been written about it. Jo take the 
case of wheat first, a mass of statistics exists in the form of results of experi- 
meurtal cuttings, but in my opinion these results, as far as Damoh district is 
concerned, are vitiated by the fact that the crop selected for experiment has 
been, more often than not, superior to the average crop of the year over the 
district as a whole. The standard district outturn per acre is 580 Ibs. In local 
parlance, allowing 120 lbs. of seed to the acre, this indicates a 4% fold crop, say 
five-fold. Even if every allowance be made for the natural tendency of men who 
live by the land to depreciate its yield, this figure, unless the whole district is 
concerned in a conspiracy of misstatement too vast for human effort to sustain, is 
tov high. The rabt harvest of the Damoh Haveli, reaped in March igi, 
was by universal admission one of the best that the present generation has 
witnessed. The people of the hills have no interest in decrying the fertility of 
the Haveli, in fact, they generally err in the opposite direction. They know the 


Outturn.-~Wheat. 


14 


year’s outturn well, for thousands of them migrate to the plain as harvesters. 
They described that year’s crop as a five or six-fold one, and Haveli tenants and 
malguzars admitted to five-fold. if their estimate in this exceptionally good 
year was approximately truc, then 580 Ibs., for the district as a whole, year in 
and year out, is too high a standard, since this Haveli contains the pick of the 
wheat land in the district, The embanked wheat of the hilly tract and Bearma 
valley was spoiled that year by heavy rain. 


In Appendix VIII of the Settlement Report of 1866 Mr. Russell records for 
each Group, his estimate of the yield of the more important crops. In the case 
of wheat, the outturn ranges from 4} fold inthe Bearma valley (where most of 
the wheat is sown in embanked land) to twice the seed, in the Rajpura hills. 
These outturns are, 1 suspect, on the low side, for they are precisely what the 
people admit to, in any normal year, at the present day. Nevertheless, they 
cannot be lightly dismissed. Neither can the statements of respectable, educated 
land-owners backed, as they are, by their account books. I have examined 
many and have no hesitation in asserting that these men would think themselves 
exceptionally lucky if, over a large area of home-farm, their wheat, as in 1912, 
gave a five-fold yield. Finally, every revenue official from outside the district 
who marches to Damoh from the south is, | believe, impressed with the poverty 
of the soil in which much wheat is. still sown. Beyond all doubt, a three-fold 
yield is as much as is ever reaped over large areas every year, while the area 
carrying a crop as much above standard as this is below it is comparatively 
restricted. 


33. The present standard of 580 Ibs was, I understand, first fixed in 1893 
Present standard outturn of by Sir B. (then Mr:) Filler on the grounds detailed by 
oer him in patagraph r8>-of the last Settlement Report. 
He proceeded chiefly on the results of four’ years’ experiments from 1688-89 to 
1891-92. The highest average outturn was 563 Ibs. in 1890-91, which crop he 
describes as “ nearly if not quite up to average.” ‘Thus, although he lowered the 
district standard from 640 Ibs. to 580, it seems to me that even the latter figure 
was distinctly on the high side, Also, the average of 563 lbs. was obtained on 
only 25 cuttings. In 1898 Mr. Carey lowered.the standard still further to 500 
Ibs, but the higher figure was /subsegently restored. The Director of Land 
Records in his Note of 1908 on the ‘outturn of land under principal crops grown 
in the Central Provinces and Berar records 253 cuttings averaging 454 lbs per 
acre and ranging over four quinquennial periods from 1884-85 to 1906-07. In 
one period, from 1902-03 to 1g06-07, 22 cuttings averaged 610 lbs. In no other 
period was the outturn as much as 500 Ibs per acre. ‘Lhe data of this series, in 
my humble opinion, do not justify a standard of 580 lbs. 


34. The note of the next quinquennial period will be onthe years 1907-08— 
Reasons for lowering stand. Qti-12. In the annual printed tables of cuttings made 
nett, in the first four years of the period, 75 experiments in 
‘wheat and birra are entered, but of these only two were made in any soil lower 
than mund. Since 15 per cent of the wheat land is rathia and patarua and 
wheat, sown broadcast as a second crop in rice fields where the outturn is always 
precarious and usually very poor, may cover any area up to 20,000 acres, these 
experiments can scarcely be called representative. It would be unsafe to deduce 
from them any estimate of the total amount of wheat produced in the district in 
any one year. 


Finally, I turn to the cuttings made by the present Settlement staff. In 
1909, 112 cuttings of unembanked wheat and birra were made ip the Hatta 
tahsil with results as given below :— 


| 
sis Number of 
Sail. cuttings. 
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| Average outturn. 
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| Ibs. 
Mund I ae 36 520 
Mund IT aaa 63 380 
Rathia 9 400 
Patarua | 4 190 
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But in this year the winter rainfall was deficient. 


The harvest of 1910 was an exceptionally good one. The Settlement staff 
made 92 cuttings in the Damoh Haveli, one of the richest parts of the district. 
Of these cuttings, ;8 were made in crops judged to be representative of the year, 
and 4.4 1n the best fie'ds that could be found. tn the representative series the 
unembanked outturn, aversced from 490 Ibs. in mund If to joo Ibs. in kabar, 
the embanked from 50 Tbs to 720 lbs. In the best fields, omitting one 
cutting in kabar, the unembanked outturn ranged from 810 to 850 Ibs But alll 
these experiments were in mud and kabar and made ina year of exceptional 
outturn, [ven so the repr sentative series does not warrant a standard of 600 Ibs. 
per acre. The cuttincs made in the best fields were intended to be a check on 
those styled representative. On the evidence available | think the district wheat 
standird should be lower. to 530 Ibs. per acre. 


35. Next in importance to wheat comes rice The district standard out- 
turn per acre ts 800 Ibs. of unhusked rice. ‘This was 
fixed in 1893 by the Settlement Officer (z7de paragraph 
19 of last Settlement Report) and confirmed in 1908 by the results of g» cuttings 
spread over 22 years and giving an average of 825 Ibs. per acre. During the 
same period 670 experiments made in| Jubbulpore and Mandla districts furnished 
average outturn of 775 Ibs. and 784 Ibs, respectively. 


Rice. 


In igto the Settlement staff made 96 cuttings in rice, of which 6 were re- 
jected, ‘This was a very favourable year, and the cuttings were all made in saman 
fields, sown “ machaua.” Results were as below :— 


Soil. Average outturn 
Ibs. 
Patatua =f ,320 
Rathia vie 1,270 
Sihar we 1,430 


But the rice area in that year was nearly 40 per cent below the area of last 
Settlement and there has been much abandonment of poor fields and concentra- 
tion on land near the busti. The rice area already shows signs of recovery, and 
] would keep the present standard of 800 lbs. 


36. I pass now tothe oilseeds. (which, in a good year, pay the land 
revenue demand of the whole district) and take, first, the 
linseed crop. The ou'turn is notoriously precarious. The 
district standard is 200 Ibs anacre. The past three years have been very favour- 
able to this as indeed to all rabi crops. In March :g10, thirteen cuttings were 
made averaging 400 |bs. to the acre, but as the present standard was fixed on a 
series of 394 experiments, | do not venture to raise it. 


Linseed. 


37. Til, now sown on over 24,000 acres, is, like linseed, of uncertain out- 
turn. The district standard is 150 lbs per acre, as it is 
in every other district of this division. I have no data 
on which I can suggest any change in standard, 


Til, 


38. Juar is also worth notice, since it has largely replaced wheat in second- 
rate soils and is now sown (1911-12) In 43,432 acres. 
The standard outturn, originally 600 ths was lowered in 
1893 by Mr. (now Sir Bamfylde) Fuller to 500 Ibs His reasons are given in 
paragraph 20 of the last Settlement Report, but he gives no statistics. In the 
1908 quinquennial review of outturns, the standard was raised to 550 ths for good 
reasons. In sg1o the Settlement staff made ~-2 cuttings which averaged goo 
tbs each. This was a good year. Consideringthe fact that the juar is now 
sown on much better land than it was when the standard was lowered to 500 Ibs, 
I think there is good reason to restore the original standard of 600 lbs. per acre. 


Juar, 


39. To justify the rental and revenue enhancement now imposed it is im- 
perative that some estimate be made of the profits of 
cultivation. The questionis complicated and difficult. 
Its adequate treatment would require a separate volume, and only general inferences 


Profits of cultivation. 
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drawn from simplified data can find place in this chapter. The case of wheat, 
at once the simplest and the most important, will be dealt with first. 


From the proposed standard average outturn of 530 Ibs. per acre, the following 
(a) Wheat. deductions must be made :— 


too Ibs. for seed. 

20 lis. for expenses of sowing. 

30 lbs. for interest on borrowed seed, 7. ¢., on 120 Tbs. 
25 Ibs. for harvest wages at 1 sheaf in 20. 


25 Ibs. for expenses of threshing and miscellaneous. 


—_~ 


Total ... 200 Ibs, 


The balance is 330 |bs. of the approximate value, at 28 Ibs. to the rupee, of 
Rs. 12. Allowing Re. 1 peracre for depreciation of bullocks and Rs, 2 for rent, 
the tenants’ net profit will be Rs. 9. Ina year of average outturn and low prices 
this figure may be taken as the mean profit of wheat cultivation in good and bad 
soils taken together. But over the Haveli, the profit has been about Rs. 12 for 
the last three years in succession, and in the best embanked land which produces 
800 or goo Ibs to the acre, it is normally not less than Rs. 17. 


Rice is the object of far more intensive cultivation than wheat, and the out- 
turn varics more widely. It is always a more expensive 
crop to grow, the cost of weeding and watching being 
added to the other expenses of cultivation. The first item varies from m7/ to as 
much as Rs. 1§ ina single acre, according tothe thoroughness of the preliminary 
ploughings, the character of the rainfall, and the quality of the soil. My estimate 
of a fair scale of expenses for one acre of rice is as follows :-— 


{B) Rice. 


. 120 Ibs for seed and sowing, as in the case of wheat, value Rs, 3-4-0. 
Grain : iy , 
30 lbs interest on borrowed seed, about Annas 12. 
Re. 1 watching, } of a man’s pay for 2 months at one anna per night, 
Rs, 4 weeding. 
Rs, 2 cutting and threshing. 
Total cost Rs. 11 
ani 
The standard outturn of 00 lbs. per acre gives 400 tbs. of husked rice, after 
husking expenses have been deducted. The value of this to the cultivator is 
Rs, 22. His rent may be put at one rupee per acre and the same amount may 
be allowed for wear and tear of bullocks. {hus his net profit will be in the 
neighbourhood of Rs. 9 per acre, which ts about the same as that of wheat. 
Public opinion, however, declares that the profits on rice cultivation run slightly 
lower than in the case of wheat, and probably is. 8 is a truer estimate, 


The profits of rice and wheat, though moderate, are fairly steady. They are 
far surpassed by those of lmseed and til in seasons favour- 
able to those crops. Inthe past two years Rs. 30 per 
acre clear profit has been nothing out of the common in the case of linseed and 
Rs. 15 on til sowings. The price of these seeds has been 6 secrs the rupee, and 
even higher, of recent years. A co-sharer in Chirola, a village near Damoh, sold 
his linseed on 16 acres for Rs. 600 in git. The seed cost him about Rs. 40 and 
other cultivating expenses are low, for linseed often and tl always is sown broad- 
cast. A normal area for both crops combined is 65,000 acres and over large 
tracts tenants not infrequently pay the whole of thei rental demand from an 
insignificant area of poor soil sown with these crops. 


(c) Oilseeds, 


The value of the juar reaped from a single standard acre will be about Rs. 12. 
This is a notoriously expensive crop to protect and requires 
careful weeding. An estimate of from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 
net profit per acre is probably near the reality. 


(2) Juar. 


The crops abovementioned cover 67 per cent of the district cropped area, 
and constitute the main source of the district rental and land revenue payments. 
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40. Acommon complaint may here be noticed, namely, the rise in the 
price and the hire of plough cattle. It is true that the 
hire of trained bullocks, now from Rs 8 toRs. 10 fora 
single season, has doubled in the last 20 years. Young bullocks fit for kharif 
ploughing are bought for Rs. 4o the pair or even less, but Rs. 70 is abcut the 
lowest price that will buy a pair to work in black soil. In the district Gazetteer 
of 1905 corresponding rates of Rs. 25 and Rs. 50 are quoted. These are now 
obsolete. The number of plough cattle recorded at last Settlement is of doubtful 
accuracy. In some Groups it was obtained, apparently, by doubling the number 
of ploughs. But it is clear from Table [V that litle if any decrease has taken 
place between the Settlements. 


Price of plough cattle. 


CHAPTER VI. 
SociaL CONDITION OF LANDLGRDS AND TENANTS. 


41. Malguzars asa body are genuine agriculturists. At attestation the 
shares held by the most important castes were added 
together with the result that the number of mahais held by 
each is as shown below. It is interesting to compare these figures with those of 
the Thirty years’ Settlement, there having been but little change since the last 
revision in 1893, notwithstanding the years of famine. 


Castes of Malguzars. 





Number of mahals held by 

















; 
Kiurmis: | Léahis. Banias, Brahmans. Others. 
At present af sé 14% 31 196 262 424 
Compare at Thirty years’ Settlement a 154 316 116 197 437 


But the figures for 1864, taken from Appendix IV of the Settleme:t Report 
exclude shares of villages, Brahmans then, i seems, owned shares in 35 villages, 
Lodhis in 13, Kurmisin 1, and Baniasin 4. Thus though a good deal of inevitable 
expropriation of the ignorant by the educated has taken place, the two leading 
agricultural castes have lost very little ground. Rajputs, an incompetent body as 
a whole, and Gonds are disappearing, but it should be remembered that since 1864 
the Sailwara and Jabera Groups takcn from Jubbulpore in 1869 have added 125 
villages to the district, and Banias and Brahmins are strongly represented in those 
tracts. Among these castes, also, are found some of the finest practical farmers 
in the district. 


42. In status, malguzars range from the one plough co-sharer of a fraction 
ofa pie to the owner of the Mala estate of over 60 
villages. But though properties comprising up to 6 
villages are frequently met with, large estates are rare and sub-division of shares, 
especially among Lodhis and Kurmis, is carried to extremes, over twenty 
co-sliarers bemg commonly found in a single small mahal. The most important 
estates are held by the owners below mentioned: — 


Distribution of ownership. 




















Number of villages, Euatacd Remarks, 
| Rs. 
Begam of Mala »»| 53 Whole, 2 shares ioe 9,806 ; Omitting villages held in dual 
right. 
Lodhi Raja of Salaiya wn} 35 whole | 3,555 
Lodhi Raja of Hatri ...| 26 whole, 2 shares al 6,802 ; As for Mala estate. 
Dangi of Dharampura wl IZ» @ 4 = 12,558 | 
Brahman of Pura wf 10 > Soon a 8,034 | As for Mala estate. 
Banias of Taradehi | By, 5 oon ne 2,908 Do. 
Lodhi of Hindoria we{ TO “ 4,525 Do. 
Sonr Raja of Gubra wf T4 on oi 1,765 Do. 
Brahmans of Shahpur wel 4 9 shares eee 5,206 
Firm of Chandmal vas AO ys 21 5, ios 7,146 
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Only two estates of any importance have gone under since last Settlement, 
one belonging to a dissolute Rajput the other to a Lodhi family of the Balakot 
hills, who were both extravagant and oppressive. But of the 5 Gond estates 
referred to in paragraph 27 of the last Settlement Report two have been sold up, 
a third is heavily encumbered anda fourth survives only by favour of Court ¢ 
Wards management. None of these estates are of any fiscal signification. The 
district, now as formerly, is one of small cultivating malguzars. 


43. The general position of the landlords is that they have paid off their 
General condition of mal- debts incurred in the famines, and during the past two or 
gurar. three years have begun to Jay by money and ornaments. 
Not one of the ten estates listed above is encumbered. At the same time 
malguzars have not regained the abounding prosperity of the last decade of the 
Thirty years’ Settlement. In the famines the district was practically depleted of 
ornaments, of which by all accounts, enormous quantities had been accumulated: 
Most of the cash available since 1900 has gone to liquidate debt, and there has 
been little to spare for investment in anklets and arm-rings. At inspection, 
mortgages, usually of small shares, were noted in 260 villages and probably 
exist-d ina few more. This large number isa warning against too optimistic 
a view of the position of malguzars. On the other hand, one landlord-lender, by 
no means conspicuous for affluence, has recently sent his son for 4 years to 
England, another has bought a motorcar, both events unprecedented in the district 
annals. ‘lhe last three seasons have been very good, and [ constantly meet 
owners, great and small, who, now that their new revenues have been announced, 
declare that of late their affairs have prospered exceedingly. This Settlement 
has put money into the pockets of the great majority of them. But the ryots 
have paid for this increase in their.Jandlords’ incomes, and | now pass to the 
important subject of the condition of tenants, 


44. At attestation, all cultivators (except bariholders) were divided into 
5 classes, after close enquiry into their position and 
means. At. inspection this classing was checked by me 
in every inhabited village and treated as one of the most important parts of the 
Settlement record. The arrangement was as given below :— 


Classification of tenants. 


A.—Tenants who could lend to others or were obviously of malguzari 
status. 


B.—Strong tenants of at least 2 ploughs, with spare cattle as well. 
C.—Average tenants owning at least 2 bullocks and with normal debt. 
D.—Tenants, once of higher class, now reduced and hopelessly invelved. 
E.—Tenants with no bullocks, depending partly on casual labour, partly 


on jungle produce, 


Within tracts of similar physical features the distribution among classes 
has been strikingly uniform. Thus in the ‘laveli Groups, omitting North 
Hatta, which differs from the others in many respects, the percentage borne by 
each class to the whole is as follows :— 














South Hatta 24 55 12 


Patera 22 49 14 8 
Fatehpur 24 gi 8 14 


4 
3 
3 
Batiagarh tee o 5 24 52 13 6 
5 
4 
4 





Narsinghgarh 


33 46 7 9 


Patharia 
Damoh 
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In other Groups the strata of wealth runs with the same absence of deflection. 
In the 7 stronger hilly Groups which touch on the Bearma Valley, C class 
tenants are from 38 to 80 per cent (the higher figure only in one Group) B class 
from 17 to 24, A class from 1 to 3 per cent, while in the 3 wildest forest Groups, 
Jabera, Sailwara and Taradehi, C class tenants are only from 34 to 36 per cent 
of the whole and from 41 to 50 per cent are E class labourers, Every A and B 
class and nearly every C class tenant has spare cattle, besides his plough bullocks. 
It is then certain that, in the Haveli, 80 per cent of the tenant population own at 
least sufficient cattle for their agricultural needs and are, so far, independent. 
But it should be remembered that only a handful of the C class and few even 
of the B class men sow their own rabi seed. About 10 per cent are broken 
men, classed D, and nearly as many live partly by casual labour and are only called 
tenants by courtesy. In the hilly Groups which include the Bearma Valley 
the three higher classes are 65 per cent of the total, and in the wilder portions 
of the district only 52 per cent, the balance being chiefly aboriginals living for 
half the year on labour and jungle produce, Over the district as a whole the 


distribution was— 
A B C D E 
3 22 44 9 23 


The object of this classification was to ensure poorer tenants against heavy 
enhancement. 


45, The debt of each tenant was also recorded, grain debt being commuted 
Indebtedness of tenants as to cash by a rough fixed rate, but the accuracy of this 
recorded. recordis very doubtful, Exaggeration was universal and 
check impossible, but the figures, such as they are, put one fact beyond dispute, 
namely, that the heaviest debt is found among the better class tenants and in the 
richest tracts. The highest figure of average debt among B class men is Rs. 410 
in the strong Batiagarh Group, but Rs. 250 1s a fairaverage for the whole Haveli 
and Rs. 120 for the non-Haveli Groups. The burden on C class tenants is 
apparently about 75 per cent of that found in the B class, all over the district. 
The figures above given are maxina. 


46. Prosperity is a relative term and if st depends on freedom from debt 
or evenon whatis commonly called solvency, then the 
tenants of Damoh district are not prosperous. The 
curse of comparatively unrestricted credit at exorbitant interest is heavy 
in the Haveli and the Bearma Valley, and conspicuous even among the Gonds of 
the hills. Independence is not coveted; on the contrary, seed grain is borrowed 
at 28 per cent by many a man who can sow his own seed but feels lonely without 
a protector and banker to turn to in time of need, Also, if in any year he ceased 
to borrow, he would be charged 50 per cent on resuming the connection. 
Indebtedness is not felt as a burden. From the tenants’ standpoint the ideal 
landlord is one who will lend without stint and so long as the latter does not seize 
his “ rozgar,” his land (a procedure strongly condemned by local opinion among 
all classes), the tenant is apparently content to continue his bond-slave for life. 
Malguzars with sufficient capital, and, fortunately these are few, deliberately flood 
entire villages with a preposterous head of debt. A saturation point is reached in 
time when, to save waste of paper and ink, no further arrears of interest are acded 
and the entry in the account book remains constant. This stage has admittedly 
been reached in the estate of the firm of Chandmal, notably in Satpara and 
Bohtarai, and probably in Abhana and other villages of Seth Dalchand and of the 
owners of Damoh khas. ‘The creditor takes the whole of the produce and 
hands over to the tenant enough grain to keep him till next crop. But he also 
lends him money to perform his marriages and burials decently, feeds him in 
years of crop failure and treats him, in short, as a valued dependent. ‘Ssuch 
tenants fare better in hard times than thoseof scores of poor Lodhis who can 
help neither themselves nor others. One wealthy landlord informed me with 
pride that it had taken three generations to work a village uj) to such a state of 
indebtedness, and that he had never filed a suit, dispossessed a tenant, or forced 
a surrender in his life. ‘lo illustrate the condition of these tenants the figures of 


Details of indebtedness. 
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debt in the two first named villages are given below. They have been copied 
from the agent's account books. Comment is needless :— 








Total 
Total rental. tenancy 
debt. 
Rs. Rs. 
Satpara is 4,245 91,P04 
Bohtarai os 45339 67,681 





47. Such a condition, however, is exceptional. The debt conciliation pro- 
ceedings of 1898-90 remitted 28 lakhs, nearly all owed by 
tenants and undoubtedly saved many hundreds of cultiva- 
tors from hopeless insolvency. But this was a desperate remedy and, it is hoped, 
the necessity for it will never recur. Another road to better things, in the form of 
co-operative credit societies, has already been opened and the movement is strong 
and healthy, To judge by externals, tenants of the first three classes are not at all 
badly off. Ornaments are scarce but the standard of housing is high and tiled 
roofs are universal, except in Gond hamlets. They enjoy a rude comfort, are 
astonishingly wasteful, rarely rise before eight o’clock in the morning, abound in 
leisure and spend a great deal of time and money on pilgrimages, fairs and 
“‘gontri,"’ 4. é., visits to relatives. 


The E class men plough with hired bullocks for which they pay from Rs. 8 
to Rs. to for a single season. ‘The labour supply is almost always unequal to the 
demand and these men, as a class, draw good wages, when they choos» to work, 
and live in good houses. 


Tenants, apparent condition. 


48. From the landlords’ point of view their relations with their tenants 
Relations between landlords have changed forthe worse in the last twenty years. 
and terants. Except when the tenant bas reason to fear ejectment 
he has become more independent of his malguzar and looks more to the Bama 
and to Government for aid in time of need, This is the result of the famines, 
when much of the grain-lending business passed from the hands of malguzars 
to professional Jenders, and, also, the liberal relief measures adopted by Govern- 
ment gave the tenant a new idea of his own importance. On the march through 
eleven miles of Panna State to the village Udla, | was met by the State tenants 
with ironical requests for takavi which, they understood, was given in Damoh 
to any tenant who asked for it. My impression was that the sturdy high-rented 
tenant of the Panna Haveli, on taking up land, proceeds to Jig himself into 
occupancy right and then, with his back, metaphorically speaking, against his 
embankment, defies ejectment. The tenant in Damoh, secure in his nights, 
and often paying a nominal rent for his land, bas had comparatively little incentive 
to improve his pesition as against his malguzar, and self-help is decidedly not 
one of his characteristics. My Assistants from the south of the Province were 
astonished at the triviality of the matters in which cultivators invoke Government 
assistance. Except when enmeshed in debt borrowed from their malguzar, they 
show very little reluctance to complain against their landlords and their Patwaris. 
The debt conciliation proceedings undoubtedly loosened the tie between the two 
classes. Villages have been named in the C Notes where malguzars, repenting - 
of the generous enthusiasm that swept like a wave over the district in 1899, 
have ever since collected their debts with a rigour that has resulted in embittered 
relations with their tenants and in the absorption of much tenancy land in the 
home-farm. The temporary curtailment of credit, indeed, was one of the most 
beneficial results of the conciliation movement. 


49. The persoral bord is strongest in villages of Lodhis. This conquering 
caste still retains its old feudal organization in a degree 
; of perfection unsuspected by those who have not close 
acquaintance with the district and, so far asl am aware, undescribed, hitherto, 
in official reports. The local dialect still refers tothem as a garrison of 


The Lodhis. 
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outsiders quartered ina‘ Thakuras” or pale of Thakurs. The head of tie 
clan is the Raja of Hatri, whose brothers enjoy the local title of Diwan and hold 
land and villages from him for their support. “Below them come the Taluqdar 
of Hindoria and the Raos of Balakot, Gugra, erbana, Chaurai, Khamaria and 
Suradehi, deriving their titles and villages generally either from ancient Rajas 
of Panna, or from a Raja of Hatri, and maintaining among themselves a strict 
order of precedence. Next are certain Kuar Sahibs, a title hereditary in 
Damoh, and the rank and file of Thakurs. Originally the lower ranks held from 
the higher on conditions called “ sewa, chakari, darshan’, 7 é., attendance, service 
and respect, and the low rental of the tenancy and) malik-makbuza land in Lodhi 
owned villages is largely due to the fact that this area is ancient military service 
land once held on these conditions. The leaders of the clan still persist in 
claiming the shadow of their old privileges, and chronic il!-feeling exists, in conse- 
gence, between them and the malik-makbuzas, especially in the villages of 
Hindoria, Jhagar Balakot und Gugra, where enormous areas ate held in that 
uight. But their relations with their tenantry are almost ideal and their influence 
1s far in excess of their position as measured by economic standards. Rents in 
their villages run low owing to the persistence of the feudal tradition, tenants 
still rendering many unpaid services, while, on the other hand, their chiefs 
cntertain a strong sense of their duty towards their poorer kinsmen. Thus, the 
Rao of Gugra cannot afford to sow his own seed but pledges his credit annually 
that his tenants may secure their seed grain on easy terms. The internal 
coherence of this caste was shown in 1837 and is still shown by the ease with 
which a Lodhi can collest a gang of followers for criminal purposes. 


50. Considering the district as a whole, 1 can say with confidence that 
genuine oppression oftenants by their landlords is rare. 
Bad landlords’ ean becounted on the fingers of both 
hands. Against these, few complaints are ever heard, for 
they are strong men and know how to quell a troublesome tenant, but occasionally, 
for example, in the course of a criminal trial, the truth comes out. The silence, 
the listlessness and the ominous absence of interest in the proceedings shown by 
the tenants of such malguzars at the inspection of their villages tell their own tale, 
Unfortunately some of the most oppressive landlords are durbaris, and this fact, 
now as at last Settlement, discourages opposition on the part of their victims. 


Ceneral conclusion a3 to re- 
lations of owners and tenants. 


CHAPTERIVIT. 
OCCUPATION, TENURES AND LEASES. 


51. Attestation began in 1908-09, and finished in rgto-11. The malguzart 
area of the district. occupied for cultivation, exc'usive of 
24.295 acres excised for ryotwari, was found in attestation 
to be 7, 32.677 acres which is 41 per cent of the total district area and 58 per cent 
of that area exclusive of Government forest. Occupation at announcement of 
last Settlement was 7,128 acres helow the present figures. Malguzars, tenants 
and malik-makbuzas, including holders of a sma'i amount of iilkiyat-sarkar find, 
share in occupation in the proportions indicated below :— 


Occupation (Table IV.) 





| Acres. Per cent. 
jo one Sf te ug ts Sele 

| 

Malguzars’ home-farm va 138,201 19 

Tenancy land sae? £47,706 1 75 

Tenures, Malik-makbuzas’ area and muafi aa8a1 4 
(Tabie V3 Sarkar, ; 

Village servants’ area vee! 1287) 2 

Total a 732597; 1900 
j 
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Malguzars have profited by the famines to add 8,481 acres to their home- 
farm in the currency of Settlement. On the other hand, the area held by pro- 
tected tenants has fallen by surrender from 296,650 acres to 238,562 acres and 
the area in ordinary tenants’ holdings has risen from 256,060 to 309,204 
acres. The total area in possession of tenants is 4,944 acres less than at last 
Settlement. The malik-makbuza area at last Settlement announcement was 
29,443 acres, but new conferral of this right and resumption of the muafi_ sarkar 


tenure have added 1,827 acres. 


s2. Itis clear that 53,109 acres, 1. ¢., the difference between ordinary 

Sr aeanaae tenants’ area at last Settlement and at present, large as 

: it is, forms only part of the tenancy area covered by 
new leases executed since last Settlement. The practice observed by mal- 
guzars in granting leases deserves brief notice. Many leases, even of large 
areas, are still verbal, and very rarely does any subsequent dispute arise. But 
written leases are also common, and their form is stereotyped. These are 
modcls of rustic drafting as the example given below demonstrates, 


“ This lease is executed between me, Kuar Karore, son of Kuar Man Singh, 
Lodhi, of Hindoria, and you, Bute, son of Parmola, Chamar, of Hindoria, and its 
terms are these, namely, I have leased to you the sloping wheat field called 
Pipalwara, one and a half manis in area, according to the numbers entered 
below, at the rate of Rs, 10 a mani, for Rs. 15 a year. You will pay this rept 
year by year, kist by kist. If you plead seasonal calamity or remission by 
Government I shall not listen to you. Whether the land be cropped or fallow 
you shall pay the rent and if Government enhances your rent you shall pay 
the enhancement without demur. Dated the sth day of the dark half of Poos, 


Sambat 1953. 
Written by— Patwari ; signed by 
Karore with his own hand 


Detail of numbers. Witnesses. — 


Dalsingh, Chamar, his mark 
Bhawani Panda with his own hand, ” 


If the land is kans-ridden or overgrewn,)it is frequently given ona reduced 
rent for the first year or two. 


A mani of wheat seed, 7. ¢., 480 Ibs., is sown in 4 acres and the mani is the 
popular unit of area all over the Haveli and Bearma Valley and, to some extent, 
in the hills also, This fact alone would suggest lax cultivation and a superfluity 
of land. Most villages have a set of mani rates to fit the leading varieties of soil, 
that of wheat land ranging from Rs. 4 in the hills to Rs. 16 or even Rs. 20 in 
the Haveli. In the Jatter tract it has been most interesting to watch the rise of 
the mani rate during the past five years. Where tenants and malguzars are of 
the same caste (Kurmis excepted), malguzars, chiefly from fear of unpopularity, 
have been slow to enhance it, except on a new tenant with no caste claim to con- 
sideration. Such a man is assessed to a full mani rate and his rent is the “thin 
end of the wedge,” providing a lever for raising the rate in future leases. But a 
Kurmi or Brahman or Bania lambardar rarely hesitates to demand market value 
in every lease, and it is by such leases that the true letting value of land is 
revealed, although it may be mentioned that no attempt has been made in this 
revision to work up to the high current mani rates, 


33. The practice of taking nazarana Is practically confined to the Batiagar 

Group, the Haveli of Damoh Tahsil, and the Bearma 
Valley and even on those areas the so-called nazarana 
is often a sum paid to re-imburse the landlord for the unpaid debts of the out- 
going tenant. The fact 1s that malguzars have only recently become alive to 
the advantages reaped by exacting a Jarge Jump sum in cash from a new tenant 
and allowing him, in -consequence, to hold on a rent lower than they would 
otherwise have assessed. Although the practice will spread, it cannot be said 


ta have lowered the renterate hitherto to any appreciable extent. 


Nazarana. 
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54. The area heid on bhagrent is 4,807 acres. Land is let on bhag for 
one year only, as arule. Though by law a bhag tenant’s 
position is as strong as any other tenant's in ordinary 
night, by custom his tenure lapses at the end of the year and, except in a few 
villages, where cash rents were the exception, the bhag tenant who claimed a 
Settlement patta was thought to be taking a mean advantage of his landlord. 
Many varieties of contract are covered by the term bhag. ‘“Thansa”, a form 
of lease, is the sale of the standing crop for cash down at an early stage 
of its growth. Often the malguzar provides bullocks and seed and the culti- 
vator’s share of the produce is merely his wages for labour and watching. In 
such cases no tenancy nght was recognised in this Settlement. 


Bhag rents. 


55. The area recorded at attestation as held without rent measured 11,863 
acres. Of this, all but a very small portion consisted of 
encroachment or cultivation on which the malguzar had 
not time to fix rent. A little occupancy land was found held rent-free by 
expropriated co-sharers, with the consent of the transferees. 


Rent-free land. 
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PART IT. 
Account of Settlement Operations. 


CHAPTER VIII. 
ASSESSMENT GROUPS, VALUATION AND FACTOR-SCALF. 


56. The grouping of last Settlement was slightly modified. In the Hatta 
Tahsil the large Hatta Group of 171 villages was made 
into two and the minute Bilguwan Group was united to 
Kumhari, Three villages were transferred from the old Patera to the new south 
Hatta Group. The only alteration in the Damoh Tahsil was the amalgamation 
of the last Settlement Groups of Sarra and Balakot. The 21 malguzari Groups 
of last Settlement were thus reduced to 20, which are detailed below :— 


Formation of Groups. 





Hatta Tahsil, Damoh Tahsil, 























Group, vileees Position, Group. fees Position. 
1. North Hatta nee 87 | Haveli 1. Narsinghgarh e g2 | Haveli. 
a. South Hatta as 88 | Do. -| 2. Patharia ve 58 Do, 
g. Patera oe 60; Do, +} 3. Damoh on 110 Do. 
4. Kumbari te 65 ; Hill 4 4. Banwar tes 34 | Bearma Valley. 
5. Mariadoh a 23 | Karka ‘5, Abhana ay 60 Do. 
6. Rajpura ay 60 | Hill ‘6. Mala de 67 | Hill and Beatina 
Valley. 
4. Fatehpur se 99 | Haveli ‘) 7. Sarra Balakot abe 82 | Bearma Valley. 
8, Batiagarh ms 83 | Do. 4 8. Tejgarh fee $$ Do. 
Total | 545. 
9. Bandakpur is 39 Hill, 
10, Taradehi a 48 Do. 
t1. Sailwara ied St Do. 
12. Jabera al 74 Do. 
| 599 














To follow the grouping of the preceding Settlement enormously facilitates 
comparison, but if the Settlement were to do again, I would entirely remodel 
the grouping of the Damoh tahsil non-Haveli tracts. The embanked villages 
of the Bearma Valley, now distributed through five Groups, are extremely 
homogeneous in rents and soils and should form one Group. At present, the 
Groups in which they are found, include many villages of the lowest jungle 
type, which complicates the choice of a factor-scale for each Group. The 
southern plateau, now divided between the Sailwara and Taradehi Groups, should 
form, one Group, like that of Rajpura in the north. 
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Baa - Le land having been classed, the usual scale of factors was framed 

to indicate the relative superiority, and inferiority of each 

The basal sou 14h fer: kind of soil. One acre of mund I gohari mamuli was 

the soil selected to carry the basal factor and the factor allotted to it was 32. 

Other soils were given factors higher or lower than 32, in proportion to their 

greater or less value, estimated with reference to cultivating profits, in com- 
parison with one acre of level first class Mund capable of producing wheat. 

58. The factor-scale was varied from Croup to Group to suit local 

, Tequirements. lor example, in the Hatta tahsil Haveli, 

Factor-scale for Hatta Tahsil. 1h tract first to be classed, rice cultivation is so rare 

and casual that where it was found, the field was treated as it were wheat land. 

The original factor-scale of the three other cropping capacities, with which the 


Settlement started, is given below: — 

















Mi j 
Wheat land. se eas Garden land. 
Soil. | | : | 
Ordi- ._ | Bhar-' Ordi- | Bhare | Irrigated |[rrigated 
Bandhwas. nary. Tagar. kila, nary. | kila. |vegetable. a Dry. 
{ 
a ee ao | | : et st = 
Kabar | see oe 64 44 a8 i 26" 40 23 wee | 
; | 
Kabar II ae re 54; 40. g2| a0) 35 | 38 
| | 
Mund | aa ies 42 32 24 | 16 26 13. i 
; 1 
Mund It a Si 34 36 20 12 20 | 10 | 
! 
Rathia ax ae 28 20 14 10 16! 8! 1 2 
Patarua I o te 4, «16 II | B. 12, 6. 80 96 | G4 
1 ' 
; i 
Patacua Li ran ms i. x. | 6 3! = 
* Not found:: | 
Bhatua J | A 2: 
r | 1 { 
Sihar on 30! 29 1510 | 16 8 | ate ‘i 
| 
1 i 
Kachhar «| Not found. BO SE rack 20 10 
is \ 














A few fields of irrigated wheat were found and these were given a factor 
of 64. A deduction of 25 per cent, raised to 40 percent, in the Kumhari and 
Rajpura Groups, from the factor which the soil would otherwise bear, was made 
for the ujaraha_ position, and 50 per cent was added if the field lay in the geonra 
of the village site. 


59. The scale was founded on the testimony of malguzars and tenants 

Data on which seale was recorded by me during tours of inspection. Their states 
framed. ments were checked, as far as possible, by experimental 
crop cuttings and by comparison of rents paid on holdings of homogeneous soil. 
Effort was also made to compare the net cultivating profits of different soils and 


crops. 


60. But, in my opinion, the supreme test is that of actualrents fixed by 
Variation fcom Group to agreement. Tor example, it is, theoretically, indis- 
Group. putable that bari land is, acre for acre, much more 
than twice as valuable as mund I, but to give it a factor in proportion 
is out of the question, for by custom village baris are held on low 
rents, largely by poor tenants with little or no other land, and in practice 
it was found impossible to work up evento the low factor of 64. The factor 
was lowered to 50 1m the hilly tracts. Similarly, the irrigated garden factor of 
80 was very rarely worked up to. No argument from statistics can alter the 
fact that the laborious Kachhis, in whose hands this form of cultivation lies, 
are in status little above casual labourers and cannot bear the enhancement 
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resulting from the imposition of the factor, for their rents are very low. On the 
other hand, patarua I land in the mund tract of the Damoh Haveli, as actual 
rents prove, is more valuable, in comparison with wheat soil, than statistical 
inferences suggest. To have retained the Hatta Tahsil factor of 12 would have 
resulted in soaring incidences on this light soil, which, by raising the village 
incidences, would have led to undue enhancement on the high-factored wheat 
soils. The factor was therefore raised to 16 in the Damoh Haveli. The same 
was the case with the mund II gohari tagar factor. High rents were found 
to be paid on all tagar land in the southern Haveli, irrespective of the quality 
af the mund, and it was necessary to raise the initial factor of 20 to 24 to 
avoid punishing the level land too severely, The rathia gohari factor, again, 
as originally fixed at 20 in the doab of the Sonar and the Bearma, failed to 
stand the test of actual rents as attestation procceded southward, and was 
raised to 24. There is a growing tendency inthe more thickly populated parts 
of the open country to demand equally high rents for all ‘ moto” except 
embanked, which plays havoc with a carefully graded, factored scale. At this 
moment scores, | believe hundreds, of small holdings, of from 4 to 20 acres 
could be found in the Ryotwari Abstracts, rented at Rs. 3 and Rs. 4 the acre 
though their soil is steep, scoured mund II. These rents are mostly new, and 
will not stand the stress of bad seasons. [t was obviously impossible to regard 
them as furnishing a practical standard. 


61, Inthe most jungly tracts of the Damoh tahsil, v12., the Taradehi, 
Whest land scale of jangly Sailwara and Jabera Groups, where the low rents paid 
tracts. for wheat-land are due to the excessive difficulty of 
protecting it from animals, the wheat land factor-scale was lowered throughout 
as shown in the following table :— 





Position and factor. 


Sail. LS eCur, F - 
| Bandhwas. || Ordinary. Tagar, 
Kabar | 7 50 36 42 
Kabar II ae 44 42 28 
Mund I sl 35 | a7 a4 
Mand Il ul 28 a2 a0 
Kathia 7 26 20 18 
Patarua I Pei 20 12 14 

















And in all the jungly tracts of Damoh tahsil the deduction for ujaraha was 
33 per cent as against 25 per cent in the Haveli. The tagar position was 
‘atroduced for the first time in this Settlement. Inthe drought of 1907-08 the 
inferiority of this land was conspicuous, the high-lying fields showing, from a 
distance, almost like brown islands, while the level lands kept green. — This was 
before good winter rain had revived the dying crops. Minor alterations in the 
factors are detailed in the Rent-rate Reports. Only 1 per cent of the cultivated 
area was classed as kabar. 


62. Ihave stated above that the estimated net profits of rice and wheat 
cultivation are about Rs. 8 and Rs. g_ respectively. 

nce Theoretically then, this proportion should determine the 
riceland factors, and patarua dhanahi saman, the prevailing rice soil, should be 
rated at 23, the factor of the commonest wheat land, mund If gohari_ mamuli, 
being 26. As adopted, however, it was 20, partly, | must admit, because | 
overestimated the difference between the net profits of rice and wheat cultivation. 
but in tice as in bari land, actual rents supported the lower factor. All rice land 
is “made” soil, embanked and more or less manured, troublesome and unhealthy 
to cultivate, and hence the rents paid for it are comparatively low. The scale 
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adopted for the rice tracts with the exception of the unimportant Kumhari Group, 
where lower factors were used, is given below. 


eta eee 5 : Se ... ee a ee ee 





Position and factor. 
Soil. 











i 
i 
Irrigated. Jhilan. | Saman, Tikra. 
Rathia_—... ae we ee 36 32 24 16 
Patarua [ and IU aie see ae 30 26 20 14 
Bhatua_... ae oes ss 18 16 12 | 8 
Sihar as as oe aes 40 35 26 | 18 
| 











The irrigated factors were pitched low to avoid discouraging irrigation, which, 
as practised, is almost childishly ineffective, 


63. The assessment of the Kumhari Group in the Hatta tahsil made it 
quite clear that factors of two and three for poor soil cut 
up by ravines were unsuitable and not supported by rents. 
A minimum factor of four was thereafter observed and found to work very well. 


Minor crops. 


64. wish to leave on record a few suggestions on the subject of soil- 
cyeetera eg ea aat ke classing and soil factors, for the benefit of the next Settle- 
of next Settlement. ment Officer. Certain defects are only evident when the 
rush of the work is over and it is too late to remedy them. 
The soil classification, in the first place, could with advantage be simplified. The 
kabar and mund soils collectively. are known in the district as “moto”, 2. e., 
wheat soils. [Iam strongly in favour of recognising only three grades in moto. 
Moto | would be the kabar as typically present in the village Bhainsa of the 
North Hatta Group and in Hinetighat and another Bhainsa of the Damoh 
Tahsil Haveli. This class would a'so include the best level mund which, at pre- 
sent, commands fully as high rents as kabar. Moto If would be the average 
mund wheat soil of the Sonar Valley. and moto III would be that soil in the 
unfavourable tagar position, or as used for minor crops. Only two qualities of 
enbanked moto need be recognised... “Thus the minor crops and tagar and half 
the bandhwas factors would vanish from the four leading classes, and also the 
bharkila factors, for the insignificant yareaynow so classed, would be allowed for 
by classing the whole field or much of it as moto ILI. Similarly, the bharkila 
position might well be dropped from minor crops. It is often highly prized for 
til, being well-drained, and in any case overassessment can be avoided by 
ranking the bharkila area in the next lower soil class. The rathia bandhwas 
factor is too low and should be approximated to mund {I bandhwas. The garden 
factors are too high, They have led to so many margins as almost to nullify 
their import. Only in the riverain “ taris” of Kachhar, along the Sonar river, 
were they found justified by existing rents. In fixing the factor-scale for the 
scarce but yery valuable “tari” land, I found it safe to follow the popular rhyme-— 
which is, ‘Gold by the Sonar, silver by the Kopra, but all along Bearma’s banks 
are poor men’s “‘jhopra” (¢.e. huts).”? Sugar-cane proper, as distinct from the 
small cane called Barahi, is so scarce, that it may well be included in a_ single 
irrigated garden class. 


CHAPTER IX, 
RENTS, MALIK-MAKBUZA PAYMENTS AND VALUATION OF HIOME-FARM. 
I now proceed to detail the assets of the district. 


65. The progress of the rent-roll during the past 50 years is exhibited 
below. Ryotwari villages are, of course, excluded. They 


Rents. ({'sble VI. ; : 
Brag eevee date, with two exceptions, from 1895 :— 


Rs. 


1. At the begining of the 30 years’ Settlement (1864) ws 4,02,954 
2, Atthe close of that Settlement (1890) ye wee 547,009 
3. As enhanced at last Settlement (1893) -_ w.. 6,06,630 
4. After abatement, in 1900-018 ous eee 4.77,861 
5. As it stood prior to present revision oni va 5,40,362 
6 As now enhanced, 7. ¢,, sanctioned be we =©6,53,661 
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66. Owing to the unfortunate coincidence of the setting in of the famine 
cycle with the announcement of the new rents in 1893, 
these rents over large areas were never collected. As 
one bad year followed another it became evident that the revised rents and 
revenue must be lowered. In November 1899, alter two successive measures of 
partial relief had been put in force, a general scheme of abatement was sanctioned, 
of which the main features are described in paragraph 18 of letter No. 1597, 
dated the 8th April 1901, from the Chief Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, 
Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of India in the Revenue 
and Agriculture Department. As faras rents are concerned, the demand on each 
holding was reduced in proportion to the los: in cropping sustained, and the ahate- 
ment thus given was allowed to continue for the term of the current Settlement. 


The abatement. 


The scheme was applied to 317 villages in the Hatta tahsil and 197 
villages inthe Damoh tahsil. The reduction in the announced rent-roll amounted 
to Rs. 1,30,378, but so much land had been surrendered since 1893 that the 
actual sum remitted from the attenuated rent-roll of 1899 was only Rs. 42,134. 
The wheat land suffered most in the bad years and, once let fallow, had remained 
uncultivated owing to the spread of kans. IJlence the abatement was heaviest 
in the Ilaveli and comparatively insignificant in the hilly tracts. In the 
embanked wheat villages of the RBearma Valley, in the rice villages, and 
in those where small millcts are the chief crop, scarcely any relief was 
necessary. Abatement was given with great liberality and followed 
by an immediate revival of agriculture, not so marked within the abated 
holdings as generally, consequent an the advent of good seasons. By the year 
1908 the Haveli, allowing for a little deterioration in the quality of the cropping, 
had practically regained its position of #893. But asthe abatement was still in 
force, the condition of rents, when attestation began in 1909, was chaotic. 


67. The disparity between new r-nts and abated rents was enormous. 
Land in which kans had run its course was being leased 
for Rs. 3 and Rs. 4 an acre, while the happy tenants 
who had held on to their holdings until 1809 were in many cases paying pepper- 
corn abated rents of one rupee or two rupees for large holdings of j-recisely 
similar soil, These tenants, very naturally, left their abated holdings fallow, 
or sublet them, and took up new land for their subsistence. In some villages 
these abated holdings, which the malguzars could not take and the tenants 
would not surrender, were like islands of fallow in a sea cf cultivation. An 
extreme instance of abatement is that of a Kurmi A class tenant in mauza 
Saira of the Hlatta tahsil. This man was also a malguzar. His absolute- 
occupancy holding measured 231 acres, its last Setticment rent was Rs. 160, 
and its abated rent Re. 4 only. In this Settlement the deduced rent was 
Rs. 186 and that imposed was Rs. 180. At attestation in 1909, 133 acres were 
found sublet for Rs. 229. The only other tenant in the village was a B class 
Ahir paying an unabated rent of Rs. 120 for 209 acres! 


Effect of abntement on rents. 


68. Apart from the abatements there was another cause of the extreme 
Other causes of uneven pres» Unevenness of rents all over the district. During the 
ante famine cycle and immediately after it, malguzars, tempted 
by the prospect of a little ready cash, leased out large areas at low rents, which 
became out of date in a very few years. Finally, the Lodhi and Gond elements 
exercise a consistently depressing influence upon the rent-rate, while in Bania and 
Brahman and Kurmi-owncd villages, exactly the opposite tendency had prevailed. 


Such was the general condition of rents in 1gog. The object of the new 
Settlement was as much to remedy this unsatisfactory state of things, reflected, 
as it was, in great unevenness of the revenue demand from village to village, as 
to secure a profit to Government. The programme of rental revision was, 
briefly, as follows. 


69. The limit of enhancement was to be the pitch of ordinary rents 
exclusive of those rents which were vitiated by ab.te- 
meut. In other words, those ordinary rents which had 
survived the strain of the famines and those which had been fixed by agrecment 
since the famines, furnished the basis of revision. Protected rents were to be 


Programme of rental revision. 
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enhanced to this standard and abated rents also, though, in the case of the 
latter, ‘‘ margins” were to be allowed where the enhancement indicated by the 
deduced rent was obviously too heavy to impose per saltum, on a poor 
tenant. 





Rental enhancement now 70. The enhancements resulting from these opera- 
effected. tions are exhibited below :— 
Payments. 











. Per cent F - : 
Prior to Revised acre- |Revised unit- 
Class. revision. As revised, enhance- rate incidence. 
ment. 
1 a 3 4 5 6 
Rs Rs Rs. a. p 
Absolute-occupancy ase 1,12,184 1,45,983 40 14 3 ris 
Occupancy on 1513,545 1,43,359 26 123 9 138 
Ordinary ae 3.14,633 3,64,319 | 16 2 210 1°32 
All-round ; 5:40,302 6,53,06 | a1 +31 "25 
a 








The enhancements indicated by comparing the revised with the unrevised 
incidences of Table VIi are lower. than those above detailed, because abated 
areas and rents were omitted from the calculation of the unrevised incidences 
given in that table, and no account was taken of the bhag area and land held rent- 
free by encroachmert. Abated rents were enhanced from Rs, 54,554 to 
Rs. 83,828 or by 54 per cent., 17 per cent representing the acdition to unabated 
rents. By far the greater part of the abatement had heen given in protected 
rights, and, as already remarked, in the Haveli. The enhancement in these rights 
calls for no remark. Their revised incidences given in Table VII show t: at pay- 
ments are still below the ordinary pitch. In only 5 Groups was the standard 
unit-rate in excess of the unit incidences of unabated ordinary payments. In 
other words, over the district as a whole,the malguzars’ own valuation of land 
was accepted as fair, for at last Setilement ordinary rents were practically left 
alone, being only enhanced 6 per cent. of which nearly all was due to fixation on 
encroachments and bhag area. The question now naturally arises, how has a 
programme of levelling that promised only a nominal addition to ordinary rents 
resulted in a 16 per cent enhancement. 


71. The answer is that ordinary rents were extraordinarily uneven. But 
: at as the criterion of their pressure from holding to holding 
xplanationofhighenhance- . SP eerie te , ; 
ment in ordinary right. is the unit incidence, which depends on the factor scale 
aud the soil-classing, it is conceivable that the unevenness 
was more apparent than real. To r-but this suggestion adequately it would be 
nécessary to adduce a mass of detail from the ryotwari abstracts which would 
be out of place here. But in respect of the factor scale, it may be repeated that 
this was carefully watches and freely modified from Group to Group, recognition 
being alwavs allowed to the fact that rents are the safest test of the suitability of 
any sca'e, and that abstract deductions from assumed ‘ret profits of culti 7a ton,” 
must be held subject tothis test. And as re ards the soil classification the 
comparison made in paragraph 17 above with the c'assing of last Settlement 
shows that a far more cautious view of the quality of the soils has been taken at 
this revision, To attest the consistency cf the pmsert classification many 
exanples could be adduced where the villag: panches have divided a holding 
containing many kinds of soils and positiuns into equal shares, according to their 
lights, and the deduced rent of each share has been, to within a few annas, the 
same. The constant recurrence of such holdings during the process of rent- 
fixation has been highly encouraging. With every allowance for error. the 
cropping itself from village to vilave and from hoiding to holding reveals an 
ine quatity of rental pressure that leaps to the eye on a mere perusal of the village- 
notes that accompany every Rent-rate Report. 


29 


72. The forecast of rental enhancement in each 


Enhancement by tahsils. . . 
a tahsil was as given below :— 





















Forecasted | Forecasted Revised Actual 
rental. | enhancement. rental enhaacement. 
1 2 | 3 4 5 
Rs, Per cent. | Rs. | Per cent. 
Hatta tahsil ae 2,413,000 255,663 a1 
Damoh tahsil tia *3,98,000 3:97,998 at 








* Under Secretary's letter No. 604--XI-4-99, dated the 27th October 1gto. 


Hatta tahsil was the first to be assessed, and insufficient allowance was made 
in the forecast for unevenness of rents. The revised rental is almost to a rupee 
the same as that announced at last Settlement while in the more stable Damoh 
tahsil an enhancement of 14 per cent has resulted. The comparative insecurity 
of the Hatta tahsil, as evinced in the famines, has thus been recognised in rent 
revision. 


73. The rental enhancement in the three chief divisions of the district 

Enhancement in Hills,Ha- 18 also worth noting. It has been 21 per cent in the 

veli and Bearma Valley. Haveli, 17 per cent in the Bearma valley and 24 per cent 
in the hills. 


The large enhancement in the last named area is due to the wildest uneven- 
ness of rents and also to much fixation on Jand held rent-free by encroachment 
which in the Jabera Group alone amounted to 1,101 acres. 


74. The total share of enhancement due to fixation on encroachment and 
Enhancement due to fxae Dhag-rented-area overithe whole district is Rs. 11,947 
tion, and valuation of exces) on 16,670 acres allowing for which the genuine rental 
neal alee: enhancement is 1g per cent. I may add that the exces- 
sive areas of old fallow found in some holdings (usually abated) were assessed by 
allowing the tenant a certain fraction of his holding free of assessment and valuing 
all old fallow held by him in excess of this fraction. The free area varied from 
25 tO 33 per cent, according to the conditions of each Group. 


75. One Audley, an official of the English Court-of-Wards in the reign of 
Charles I, has left on record the following estimate of the 
effect of rental enhancement :— 


“Under an easy landlord a tenant seldom thrives, contenting himself to 
make the just measure of his rents, and not labouring for any surplusage of 
estate. Under a hard one, the tenant revenges himself upon the land.....,.....- 
I would raise my rents to the present price of all commodities, for if we should 
let our lands, as other men have done before us, now other wares daily go on in 
price, we should fall backwards in our estates.” 


Bai effect of low rents. 


Damoh district perfectly i'lustrates the first of these axioms. Large 
holdings, nominal rents, poor tenants and a miserably low standard of 
cultivation co-exist with small, high rented holdings and good farming. 
Tenants of high rented holdings and villages and Groups are the most 
prosperous. Their land is very often most emphatically no better than 
their neighbours’. The Patiagarh Group is a case in point. In a few villages of 
the Karka where the Lodhi tenants actually cart manure from the grazing 
grounds in the hills, and drain their fields, yellow patarua with a factor of 1 or 
16 commands Rs. 4 and Rs. 5 the acre for juar, and a robuster set of cultivators 
it would be hard to find. Inthe east of the Groupthe Kurmis are notoriously 
wealthy. These men pay up to Rs. 6 per acre on steep, scoured mund tagars, 
ploughing and cross-ploughing with their splendid bullocks to produce a_ perfect, 
moisture-retaining upper tilth. In the hilly tracts, nearly all the level patarua 
can, with manuring and trifling embankment, grow rice. But, without the 
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stimulus of rental enhancement, it is useless to expect decent cultivation in such 
holdings as that of Basore Gond of Belwara in the Sailwara Group. This man, 
before revision, paid Rs. 87 for §15 acres of absolute-occupancy land, held 
254 acres himself, sublet 231 acres for Rs. 131, and joo acres were fallow. His 
is an extreme instance, but almost as cogent illustrations could be quoted by the 
hundred. The malik-makbuzas of Hindoria paid at Re. o-4-8 the acre over 
4,038 acres. As a resuit, 1,392 acres were fallow. The Government bandhans 
of Ladanbag and Hirdepur which were constructed in abated holdings were 
unploughed from the day they were built, some seven years ago, to July of the 
present year, when a moderate enhancement has led to the alieged invincible Kans 
being ploughed up in all directions. In a year or two they will probably be 
earing excellent crops. 


76. From a general point of view, even if the unevenness of rents be 
General justification of rental ignored, the justification for the enhancement now 
enhancement. effected ts clear. At last Settlement ordinary rents were 
not touched, and protected rents which were, of course, paid on land of superior 
quality, were left sull below the ordinary pitch. It is obvious, then, that the 
collapse of the rent-roll iv the famines had nothing to do with re-settiement, and 
that the rents announced in 189; were fair. These rents, that is, the rents found 
paid on roughly the same land (the loss in area is small) have now been enhanced 
7 per cent or from Rs. 1-1-10 per acre to Rs. 1-3-1 which is a small price to 
pay for the new railway, the new roads and the new irrigation tanks. 


77. Malik-makbuzas’ payments have been enhanced from Rs. 18,723 to 
Malik-makbuzas. Rs. 31,371 or by 68 per cent. The high enhancement is 
able 3) chiefly due totwo causes. The first is that last revision 
left these holders still paying at only 69 percent of their deduced rental, the 
second, that abatement had been exceptionally heavy in this right. Abated pay- 
ments were Rs. 3,403, raised to Ks. 9,384. Also, the right was conferred in this 
revision for the first time on holders of 802 acres which had hitherto been recorded 
by the awkward title of “sir assignee.” The revised incidence of malik- 
makhuzas’ payments is still only 98. Thisis lower than the revised incidence 
in any tenancy right. 


78. The home-farm of the district has been valued at Rs. 2,05,218 or at 

Hemectarn: _ Rs. 1-7-9 per acre as compared with a rate of Rs. 1-4-18 

(Table 1X.) at last revision. A sum of Rs. 3,032 was remitted from 

the valuation on account of improvements. ‘The valuation throughout was 

effected at the rates sanctioned for tenants’ land, and the unit incidence is 1°25, 

exactly the same as the all-round tenancy incidence. At present 12,843 acres of 

sir (Table V) is sublet for Rs. 26,139 (Table IX) at an acre-rate of Rs, 2-0-7, 
and an incidence of 1°87. 


79. Privileged tenants hold 12,879 acres valued at Rs. 17,315. Much of 
Privileged tenants’ land. their land is bari or in the geonra position. The unit 
(Table IX.) incidence of their revised payments also is 1°25. 


80. The Hatta tahsil is so distinctly inferior to the Damoh tahsil that it is 
Revised rates in the two Worth while to note the difference in the treatment 
tahsils compared. accorded to the two tracts in rent fixation. ‘The revised 
all-round tenancy rate in Hatta is Rs. 1-2-5 as against Rs. 1-3-7 in Damoh, but 
since the Haveli occupies a ‘arger proportionate area in the northern tahsil the 
difference is really far greater than thes: figures suggest. Omitting the Batia- 
garh Group which is the most highly rented in tne district the acre-rates in the 
other four Haveli Groups of the Hatta Tehsil range from Rs. 1-2-1 to Rs. 1-443, 
while in the Damoh Haveli they run from Rs. 1-7-11 to Rs. 1-10-53. As for the 
non-Haveh tracts of Hatta tahsil rents of the hilly Rajpura Group were, except 
for commutation of bhag-rents, left alone, in Kumhari the revised rate was only 
Re. 0-6-11 and in the Mariadoh Group Re. 0-13-11 as compared with the last 
settlement rate of Re. o-14-9. Over the tahsil as a whole the revised acre-rate 
is one pie lower than the rate announced in 1893, while in the more prosperous 
tahsilit is two annas higher. It is true that, as shown in Table II, the average 
number of soil units per acre, vtz., 20, is the same in each tahsil. But in Hatta 
only one hilly Group, Kumhari, containing only 65 villages, was taken into 
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account. In Damoh (paragraph 56 above) there are four hilly Groups compris- 
ing 242 villages which reduce the average fertility of the Tahsil to the figure 
of Hatta. 





CHAPTER X. 
SIWAL, 


81. The last item of the Malguzari assets to be considered is the Siwai. 
The greatest difficulty was encountered in arriving at 
an estimate under this head. Very few malvuzars 
produced account books, concealment was rife, and the agent of one large Bania 
owner was criminally prosecuted for causing grievous hurt to a Gond who 
innucently betrayed a suspected sale of timber. In the Salaya estate the Raja’s 
aeent had felled and sold on his own account for years and when] reached the 
district had been sent to jail for embezzlement, after he had burnt bis books, A 
siuilar condition of muddle and dishonesty marked the management of the 
extensive Mala jungles. Cases occurred of waste villages having recently 
€ ay inged hands at such high prices as to postulate a heavy and regular i Income 
fron jungle, but the pure hasers’ accounts showed a return on the purchase money 
of less (han a sum sufficient to pay the existing land revenue. Every effort was 
made to elicit the truth from graziers, woodcutters and the like, but with the 
best intentions these men could give only partial information. in the circum- 
stances it was impossible to follow the-usual Scttlement procedure, which is to re- 
cord the annual income for the past three years, strike an average, remit a reason- 
able percentage in view of fluctuation and assume the result to be a fair figure 
for Settlement purposes. My Assistants worked their hardest to prepare this 
record but, except ina very fow villages; the data of past years were lacking and 
the entries so imaginary that J gener. illy disearded them altogether, | therefore 
satisfied myself with collecting ‘all the information available, applied such checks 
as could be devised and, after a personal inspection of the jungle, framed an 
estimate for cach village to the best of my ability. Column 4 of Table VIUT, 
consequence, does not ‘differ from eolamn 5, The siwai income of last Settle- 
ment (Rs 10,810) was notoriously underestimated. The present figure, Rs. 91,241, 
will probably elicit a similar eriticisnt from- the next Settlement Officer. The 
principal area from which Siwaiis derived is 316,807 acres of forest and scrub, 
but much comes also from the 249,246 acres ‘af less valuable waste described in 
Column ti of Table [V as * binder water, lll, ete.” 


Assets. (Table VIII.) 


CHAPTER XI. 
ASSETS AS A WHOLE. 


82. Io Table X are shown the asscts of the district at the time of announce- 
ment of the new land revenue. Naturally, these differ 

alittle from thoserecorded at attestation. The increase 
in the valuation of home-iarm and privilege :d tenants’ land, for cxample, which is 
apparent from a companison of Tables IX and X, is due, among other causes, to 
malguzars becoming alive to the fact that their “ bhag” te nants had been given 
ordinary right in attestation. [his procedure, in Air opinion, was little short of 
absurd ‘and. they promptly resumed large areas of bhag rented land into home- 
farm, the tenant, as arule, acquiescing inthe reasonableness of their action. As 
finally announced the assets were Rs. 9,34,687 as compared with Rs. 8,24,840, 
the assets of last Settleme nt, Twenty-five per cent of the assets are contributed 
it'y land in the culuvation of malvuzars and their dependents, two per cent comes 
from siwai, the balance is made up of payments of tenants and malik-makbuzas. 
These assets are 13 per cent above those of last Settlement, which, in turn, were 
58 per cent above the assets of the 1864 revision, 


Table X 
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CHAPTER XI. 
ASSESSMENT OF LAND REVENUE. 


83. The total revised revenue amounted to Rs, 4,84,107 falling at 52 per 
cent of total assets. But the actual share of malguzari 
. assets taken by Government is 51 per cent for to ascer- 
tain the real incidence of revenue on assets malik-makbuza collections, amount- 
ing to Rs. 31,424, must be ignored. In two Groups only was the fraction -taken 
as high as 53 percent, in § it fell below half assets. As compared with the last 
revision there was a substantial lowering of the revenue fraction in nearly every 
Group. This is indicated by the fact that only 37 per cent of the increase in the 
District assets has been added to the last Settlement revenue. But as neither 
the rents nor the revenue fixed at last Settlement were ever collected in full it 
would be superfluous to pursue the comparison between the two revisions. The 
most important point for consideration is how the present generation of malguzars 
are affected by the re-settlement. Since 1899, it must be remembered, these 
men wcre paying an abated revenue far below the figure justified by the restored 
condition of the district. To speak plainly they had enjoyed, for more than ten 
ycars, a stupendous piece of good fortune (vide paragraph 9 supra.) unparalleled 
in the history of their financial relations with the Government. They were likely 
to be hard hit by any re-settlement and of this fact they were well aware. But that 
they have little cause for complaint is, I think, shown by the following facts. 
Their revised realisable revenue falls at a rate of Re. 0-12-5 on every cultivated 
acre. Their cash collections of rents and milik-makbuza payments have been 
augmented by Rs. 1,25,205, while only Rs. 1,19,965 has been added to the kamil 
jama which they paid immediately beforerevision. At the same time, their area 
of home-farm has expanded. That is to-say, they have profited, asa body, by 
te-settlement. Ofcourse, there were instances of fully occupied villages abandoned 
in the famines paying nominal, almost peppercorn, abated revenues but in 
their case the shock of revision was mitigated hy the imposition of the enhance- 
ment gradually, over a term of years which in some cases amounted to a decade. 
I was, I confess, astonished by the resignation with which these “abated” owners 
faced the inevitable docking of their incomes, and it will be extremely interesting 
to watch their future, Will they succeed in adapting their scale of living to their 
altered circumstances and revert to their normal status which the windfall of the 
abatements had so pleasantly disturbed ? 


Table XI. 


84. Under the orders of the Government of India the question of the adop- 
Fluctuating assessment con. tion in Damoh district of the fluctuating assessment 
maered current inthe Kans-ridden tracts of Bundelkhand was 
considered, but abandoned as unsuitable. It was held that the danger of over- 
assessment in bad years could be met by the existing rules for the suspension 
and remission of rents and revenue in years of crop-failure. Among malguzars 
the dislike of any system which left the amount of their annual revenue demand in 
doubt was intense, and the proposed measure would have necessitated sweeping 
alterations in the tenancy law. 


85. Under this chapter I have only to add that malguzars were allowed the 
Drawback on malikemakbuza uSUAal drawback, roughly 16 per cent, on malik-makbuza 
payments and assignment of collections, Assignments of revenue are not important, 
seve amounting to Rs. 19,196. Announcement of the revised 
jamas, to run for a term of 20 years, was carried out without a hitch. 





CHAPTER XIII. 
LAND RECORD STAFF, KOTWARS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


86. Opportunity was taken in Settlement to revise the Land Record 
staff of the district. Patwaris were too numerous and 
their pay was too low. The work also was badly distri- 
buted among them and the supervising staff of six Revenue Inspectors and a single 
Superintendent was inadequate, The first step taken was to compare the work 
of existing patwari circles, with a view to standardizing it. It was considered 


Land Record Staff. 
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that the mean between the occupied area in acres and the number of khasra 
numbers in each circle, provided a “ work-figure” which represented roughly 
(since it took no account of the number of villages in a circle) but adequately 
the existing distribution of the labour. The work-figure was then calculated for 
each circle and for each tahsil and compared with the corresponding figures in 
other districts. The first conclusion that emerged was that while some patwaris 
could finish the year’s work of their circles in under a month, others were certainly 
overtaxed. The second was that over the district as a whole the patwari staff 
was excessive. By working up to and down to a rough standard work-figure of 
3,500 and by recasting the circles wholesale, the number of patwaris was brought 
down from 190 to 170. Hardship was reduced toa minimum by ousting only 
those incumbents who were officiating or unconfirmed. Next, the average pay 
of patwaris was raised from Rs. 9 to Rs. 10 per mensem. No fewer than 93 
patwaris used to draw pay of less than Rs. g; now Rs. to is the minimum wage. 
Twenty-five men now draw Rs. 58 every month in good-conduct allowances and 
this is Rs, 20 more than the sum formerly distributed. But owing to the reduc- 
tion in staff the monthly wage bill (including pay of four candidates and one per- 
sonal allowance) has only nominally risen, v7z., from Rs. 1,789 to Rs. 1,802. 


The sweeping alterations in circles were effected with surprisingly little 
transfer of residence or sacrifice of local knowledge. The revision was carried 
out in presence of all the patwaris assembled in Damoh, and their suggestions 
and petitions were given full consideration. I found them a most reasonable and 
intelligent body of men. 


The number of Revenue Inspectors was increased from 6 to ¥ and the 
appointment of an Assistant Superintendent of Land Records was sanctioned, 


87. Thus the Land Record. staff of the district has been revised and 
strengthened from top to bottom. The weak point of 
the new scheme is still, in my opinion, the imadequacy of 
even the enhanced rate of patwaris’ pay. Without some extraneous income a 
patwari cannot live. The most usual and least objectionable means of adding to 
his pay is the cultivation of land. But a¢cording to the rules, permission for a 
patwari to cultivate should be granted only in exceptional circumstances. In the 
past this condition appears to have operated, in Damoh, as an absolute probibi- 
tion, with the result that patwaris have resorted to benami transactions, falsifica- 
tion of records, absence from duty..on false pretences and similar dishonesty in 
order to conceal their cultivation which they hold, with some excuse, to be a 
necessity of life. But it is quite possible for a patwari’s family to cultivate a 
small area without detriment to his dutics, and permission, if made strictly con- 
ditional on good work and good conduct, tends, I imagine, to keep patwaris 
straight and up to the mark. Permission, | think, should be the rule, prohibi- 
tion the exception, and leave of absence, within reasonable limits, might well be 
viven at sowing time and harvest to men who have worked well. The results of 
this liberality would be a diminution in the punishment list, and the removal of 
what the Damoh patwaris consider to be their chief grievance. At the close of 
Settlement I thought it permissible to reward in this manner a few tried men 
burdened with large families and | hope that the experience of later Deputy 
Commissioners will justify this action. 


Position of Patwaris, 


88. Very little change was made inthe existing Kotwar’s circles, their 
nember 712, being teduced by one. But substantial 
increase was effected in remuneration. Before revision 
the average annual pay of a Kotwar ranged from Rs, 24 in the Rajpura Group to 
Ks. 51 in Patharia, and in 13 out of the 20 Groups was below Rs. 40. Rajpura 
has still the lowest average, Rs. 30 per man, but in no other Group, does the 
figure fall below Rs. 45. In Narsinghgarh a thickly populated, wealthy Group 
the average pay is Rs. 59. Over the district as a whole the average has been 
raised from Rs. 40 to Rs. 53. These figures throughout include the rental value 
of service land. Every Kotwar was given a “parcha” with full details of his 
remuneration and its sources. 


Kotwars. 


89. A copy of the revised standard wajib-ul-arz, which was modified at 
announcement, where necessary, in individual villages, is 


Wajib-ul-arz, . : 
ajib-ul-arz appended to this report. This document cannot make 
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law but records village customs, the breach of which, in certain circumstances, 
can be punished by the Revenue authorities. Damoh malguzars and tenants, 
however, see no distinction between this ‘‘ customs roll” and substantive law and 
its'compilation aroused keen interest, Th point most discussed and. I believe, 
most appreciated was the definition of nistar or user (Clause viii). Clause xiii, 
which records the custom by which villagers depute their duty, to assist touring 
ofheers in the matter of pitching tents and other unpaid services, to the Chamars, 
who, inreturn, take the hides of dead cattle as remuneration, was opposed in 
some villages. Undoubtedly this custom, once universal is losing ground, but it 
is so equitable and convenient as to be worth the effort to prolong its life fur another 


generation by entering it in the wajib-ul-arz, It is no‘, in any circumstances, 
enforceable at law. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
RVYOTWARI SETTLEMENT, SUMMARY Si‘ rTLEMENT OF RAJPURA GROUP, 


go. There are 52 regularly settled ryotwari villages in the Damoh district, 
Dereription of Kyotwaries. Of Whieh all bat two have been established since the 
tate. announcement of last Settlement. With very few excep- 
tions these villages are waterless, uninhabited and of low quality. In the occu- 
pied area 83 per cent of the soils is patarua and bhatua. Only 685 acres are 
sown with wheat and 698 acres with rice, out of a net-cropped area of 6,462 acres. 
Til and small millets are the principal crops, At announcement 12,336 acres 
comprised in 1,396 survey numbers were occupied and 4,647 acres were still 
available for occupation. Six of the villages lie on the Rajpura plateau of the 
Hatta tahsil, the remainder being scattered along the fringe and in the interior 
of the broken country south ef the PDamoh Havel, Without exception 
they are exposed to severe damage by wild antmals. The expense and uncer- 
tainty of sinking wells in these villages has been proved by experience to be 
almost prohibitive and any marked development of the R yotwari estate is scarcely 
to be looked for. 


gi. ‘The eflect of re-settlement has ‘beei to raise ryots' payments from 
Rs. 6,512)to Rs. 7,014 or by 17 per cent, but as the 
occupied area shows an increase of 4 per cent between 
attestation and announcement, the enhancement has in reality been very 
moderate. Two great obstacles 1o occupation were the unweildy size of survey 
numbers and the large rents, Sub-divtsion in a single year improved matters 
considerably and many impossibly high rents on unoccupied numbers were 
reduced asthe result of more accurate soil classification. The acre-rate has been 
raised from Ke. 0-5-9 to Re, o-g-11. Most ol the ryots are strong ‘‘ pahias " of 
malguzari villages who have taken up survey numbers not for subsistence but as 
a speculation. 


Kifect of re-settleaccnt. 


92. ‘The Rajpura Group, consisting of 60 villages, went entirely out of 
cultivation during the cycle of bad years. Recovery had 
been so recent at the date of the present revision that 
any interference with reuts was held to be madvisable. Regular Settlement on the 
soil unit system was, accordingly, applied to the only strong village (Sadpur) and 
the remaining §9 were settled summarily on the basis of existing assets, of which 
38 per ceut fall under the head of siwal. 


The Rajpura Group, 





CHAPTER XV. 


93. [tis now my pleasant duty to acknowledge the work of my Assistants 


Acknowledgment oF Asia IN this Settlement. [| was particularly fortunate in obtain- 
ante work, mg the services of Mr. Ramkrishna Khando Indurkar znd 


Mr. Chhayan all, the former as Senior and the latter as Junior Assistant Settle- 
ment Officer. Doth of these gentlemen have grown grey in the service of the 
Department and the value to me of their ripe experience and steady judgment has 
been enormous. On Mr. Indurkar fell the heaviest share of organization, and 
the control, of the English and Statistical branches ; he remained in charge of the 
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Settlement for three months while I was on leave and proposed the assessment of 
two Groups. By far the greater part of announcement work was carried through 
by him. He kept good discipline so that entire harmony reigned among the 
whole staff from the beginning to the end of the Settlement. His fine presence 
is known and honoured through the length and breadth of the district and he will 
long be remembered in Damoh. Hampered, of late, by chronic insomnia, the 
result, I fear, of his exertions in four Settlements in which he has taken part, he 
has never spared himself, and if in this Settlement he has taken the field for the 
last time before his retirement, he has made a worthy finish to a fine record. 


The bulk of the spade-work of Settlement, most of the Attestation, the com- 
piling and fairing of records, the multifarious enquiries and reports, the check and 
revision of the complicated and crowded muafi registers, in short, the laborious 
and less attractive but extremely important details on which a Settlement is 
founded were incharge of Mr. Chhagan Lall. 1 have the greatest admiration for 
this officer's unflagging energy and cheerfulness. His enquiries were exemplary 
and a pleasure to deal with, The more complicated and irksome the business, 
the greater zest and thoroughness he applied, and he has ihe priceless faculty of 
clear reporting. He managed the district patwaris during the office season, with 
tact and firmness, He has now joined the Nagpur Settlement where, | have no 
doubt, he will uphold his high reputation. 


Mr. Shankarnath was Scttlement Superintendent for 21 months and in charge 
of an Attestation party. Though his service with me was comparatively short he 
did very well and has, in my opinion, an aptitude for Settlement work that should 
carry him far, 

C. G. CHENEVIX TRENCH, 
Settlement Officer, 


Damon, 
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